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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th March 2011 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), A Mayer, D Lewis, D Chesson, P Lyon, 2 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

2196.
Declarations of Councillors Interests: None

2197.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

2198.
Apologies and reason for absence:   Cllrs Mrs S Mash & N Thom, reasons accepted and Borough Councillor M Burgess and Community Warden Karen Peck.

The meeting was adjourned for the public session

2199.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th February 2011:  After minor amendments these were confirmed and signed as a correct record.

2200.
Matters Arising:  none

2201.
MUGA update:  Clerk reported that a full MUGA would cost around £200,000.  An electric supply has to go in for floodlights and there has to be a special surface for football & planning permission is required.  Carol Morton does not think that there is a need for a full MUGA in Wittersham.  The half MUGA proposed is adequate.  Cllrs agreed and look forward to the next round.

2202.
Localism Initiatives update:  The Chairman informed the meeting that an email had been sent to Ashford Borough Council informing them of our interest in the Planning and Handyman issues.  He had been thanked for our interest and has been invited to be part of the Localism Initiatives Group.

2203.
Correspondence: 


a)  Le Fevre Wood & Royle – Request for the fee of £42.50 to be paid by the Parish Council for approval of conditions on the Planning Consent for the paths approved around the Church in 2008.  This is to discharge the planning condition for an archaeological watching brief. Agreed.


b)  Wittersham School Association – request for donation towards cost of giving each child a Royal Wedding Commemorative mug.  Clerk informed Cllrs that there were 75 children from Wittersham on the school roll with 19 from Appledore and 13 from Stone.  These Parish Councils are being asked for donations too.  After a full discussion it was agreed to donate £2.50 per child (half the expected cost) making a total of £187.50.


For noting:


c)  ABC – Promotional material re the new format of Ashford Voice


d)  Audit Commission – notice of change of Auditor


e)  ABC – Local Needs Housing Survey


Forwarded by E-mail


f)  ABC – Forward Plan of Key Decisions March to June 2011     g)  ABC – Draft Residential Space & Layout SPD     h)  ABC – Leader's announcements     i)  ABC – Leader's Statement of 17/02/11     j)  KCC – Minimising Construction Waste sent to landfill events     k)  KCC – Inclusive Design & Placemaking Supplementary Guidance     l)  ABC – Ashford Vulnerable Adults Housing Strategy     m)  ABC – Ashford Rural Local Needs Guidance Notes update     


n)  KCC – Adoption of Revised Kent Statement of Involvement.

2204.
To Authorise Payment:


 i)  Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning during February £100 – Authorised


ii)  Clerk's expenses 01.10.10 to 28.02.11 £59.69 plus £10.69 allocated to Chairmans expenses for the Christmas meeting refreshments making a total of £70.38 – Authorised
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iii)  Abbotprint – Invoice for £172 for printing the Information Leaflet – Authorised


iv)  Outlook on Oxney – Invoice for £25 for distributing the Information Leaflet - Authorised

2205.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance -   Monthly Transaction Statement – (Not bank reconciled again as bank 
statement not received yet) .Agreed   To note that cheque had been returned by KALC as 
all the places for the Planning Conference had been taken.


b)
Planning:  



Decisions received:



11/00075/AS  Park House, Peening Quarter – Rear single storey extension with roof 



terrace and insertion of first and second floor windows to side SE elevation.













           Granted



11/00022/TC  The Green – Horse Chestnut tree to fell & apple tree to reduce by 20%.











                No objection raised



Considered since last meeting:



11/00116/AS  Maynes, Wittersham Road, Stone – Erection of single storey side extension













           Support



11/00160/AS  Prospect House, Rye Road – Replacement windows and doors to south and 


south east elevations 




                       Support


At this point Cllr Lewis reported that he would be attending the Borough Planning Committee meeting to discuss the Wittersham Coachworks application and will speak on behalf of the Parish Council.  Cllrs  confirmed that the Borough Council's recommendation of a 2.5mtr fence on one side is not the solution.

 
c)
Highways & Footpaths 



i)   E-mail received from Highways – still money available for work to be carried out.  Do 
we have any requests?  Verge infill in various parts on the outskirts of the village.




ii)  Litter has been seen on the verge between The Meadows and the de-restriction sign.  
Clerk to inform Venus Cleaners


d) Open Spaces –  Nothing further from Bonfire Committee but Cllr Lyon reported that a 
skip would be put on Coronation Field the following week.  Check again next month.             

e)
Cemetery –  Nothing to report.

2206.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: None


2207. 
To arrange date and discuss format of Annual Parish Meeting: After a short discussion it was 
agreed that as this will mark the end of a four year term it should be a meeting with a social 
theme.  After the official business, which will be kept short, parishioners will be able to celebrate 
the last four years with Cllrs over a glass of wine/juice and nibbles.  Date arranged for 6th April.

2208.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised

2209.
Date of Next Full Council Meeting:  12th April 2011

2210.
Items for information: 


a)  Publication of the Notice of Election is on 23rd March.  Nomination period is between 9.30 and 4.30 on each working day from 24th March to noon on Monday 4th April. Nomination packs will be available from the Clerk.


b)  Karen Peck, Community Warden, had left a report for the Clerk to read out.


c)  It had been reported that the Community Website was down.  Chairman is checking.

The meeting closed at 20.38hrs.

For Outlook on Oxney – Donation towards purchase of mugs, MUGA update & planning

