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Front cover: Trucks parked up as far as the eye can see - Operation Stack recently
in place on the M20 in Boughton Malherbe Parish

News from St. Nicholas Church
Morning Prayers will be at St. Nicholas Church at 9.30am on the 1 st and 3rd
Tuesday in February (and at All Saints, Ulcombe, on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday). Prayer
requests can be left at any time in the box in the church porch.
Coffee Morning will be in the Village Hall as usual from 10.30am -12noon on
Wednesday 11th . We really enjoyed the last of the Christmas 'goodies' last month!
Craft Club will be on Wednesday 25th in the Village Hall from 10am -12noon. Look
forward to seeing the work in progress.
The Christmas services were uplifting, especially remembering the Crib service on
Christmas Eve, with the excitement in the children's faces, as, with their candles
alight, they watched the figure of Jesus being put in the centre of the stable. We have
a lovely picture of the scene. The choir enjoyed singing carols to the guests at the
Chilston Park Hotel, raising money for charity, a magical occasion.
Lent begins with a service in St. John's Harrietsham at 7.30pm on Ash Wednesday,
the 18th February.
Lent lunches will be from 12-2pm on Tuesdays this year, beginning on 24th
February.
Vanessa Goodwin will kindly host the first one at The Old Rectory, Boughton
Malherbe, on that day and Joan Davidson has kindly offered to host the second one
on the 3rd March at Ivy House Farm. Other dates and venues will be in next month's
magazine. All proceeds from these bread and soup lunches will benefit Christian Aid.
Don't forget to join the Weigh-in at Harrietsham Rectory if Christmas has added an
extra pound or two to your waistline and perhaps raise some sponsorship money for
that good cause you support, as you lose them.
The scales await, from 6-7.30pm on Fridays and 9-10.30am on Saturdays.
(I've already lost quite a few pounds!)
We are pleased to see Joan recovering well.
Sally Alexander

.

Oh Yes We Are!
Ulcombe's drama group
UDAS is bravely taking on
a panto for its next project
It will be performed at the
end of February half term
on Friday 20th and
Saturday 21st February.
For the first time there
will be a matinee
performance
on
the
Saturday as well as the
evening show. Please put
these dates in your diary.
Children will be very
welcome.
Tickets will go on sale in
the middle of January
and can be obtained from
Mimi (01622 843592),
Leila (01622 842330),
Catriona (01622 843655)
or John (02622 850384).

All
the
traditional
pantomime
characters
and elements will be
there — the principal boy,
the dame, the villain, cross-dressing and audience participation. The actors
are working hard to refine the acting skills so familiar to our loyal
audiences from past productions as well as polishing their singing and
dancing techniques.
We could do with a bit more help so if you have practical skills and some spare
time to help with set building or other backstage duties we would love to hear
from you.
Some rehearsals are taking place in Grafty Green Village Hall and the final
production will take place in Ulcombe Village Hall. So if you are within reach of
these two halls do come and join us. We need one or two more people for the
chorus — no acting ability is required (for any of it really). Contact Mimi on
01622 843592, soon!

Boughton Malherbe
Parish Council
Contact Details
Robert Turner, Chairman
Tel: 01622 850325

turnerrmb@gmail.com
Ron Galton
(Emergency Plan)
01622 850369

galton@gotadsl.co.uk
Mike Hitchins
(Finance)
01622 858937
mfhitchins@btinternet.com
Tony King
(Neighbourhood Plan)
01622 850711
tony.king@uk.bp.com
Barbara Pearce
(Joint Parishes Group)
01622 850232
pearce.steel@tiscli.co.uk
In brackets are areas of specific
interest, although all councillors
are available for any matters
relating to Boughton Malherbe.
Christine King, Parish Clerk
01622 850711
boughtonmalherbepc@gmail.com

Grafty Green Gardening Club - 2015 Programme

Date
January 6th

Speaker/Event
Malcolm Withnall

Saturday
February 14th

Josephine Sammut, Oak
Tree House, Bottles
Lane, Rodmersham
Sittingbourne ME9 0PR

March 3rd
April 7th
May 5th
May 9th
June 2
June 19th , 20th
, 21st

Mr Denness
Orchids as a house plant
Caroline Drewett
Bats / spring show
Outing
To be confirmed
Village Green
Plant Sale 10 am
Visit to Nettlestead Place £5 entry
Weekend visit to Derbyshire, £260 per person, dinner bed
and breakfast staying at Mercure Hotel, Burton on Trent
Swiss Garden at Biggleswade, Calke Castle, Melbourne
Gardens, University of Leicester Botanical Garden,
Smith’s Hall, Lower Road,West Farleigh £5 entry
Social event in a village garden
Autumn Show, Bring and Buy
George Pearson
Traveller’s remarkable images of
flora from around the globe.
Mrs Rayney
Homes for wildlife – practical
session
Outing to the George in Egerton for supper.

Sunday July 5th
August 4th
September 1st
October 6th
November 3rd
December 1st

Topic
AGM and Gardening for the over
70’s
Snowdrop visit – times to be
confirmed.

Members are reminded that there will not be a meeting in the Village Hall this month.
Instead we have arranged a garden visit to Josephine Sammut to see the snowdrops.
This should take place on the 14th February although if the snowdrops are not ready
we will defer the visit by one week until 21st February. The address is Oak Tree
House, Bottles Lane, Rodmersham, Sittingbourne ME9 OPR. Car sharing is a good
idea wherever possible to assist parking. For further details about the date of
this visit or other club events please call Rosemary Smith (01622) or Sue Burch
(01622) 850381.
A list of names is being drawn up by Carole Frost (01622) 757536 for members and
friends who are coming on our weekend away in June. Details of the trip are listed
above in our programme.

Grafty Green Short Mat Bowls Club
New Members Always Welcome - Join Us
Every Tuesday at 2.00pm in the Village Hall,
Gentle exercise, easy to learn, loan bowls available
Further information - Chris Wheal 01622 858100

Kingswood & Broomfield Parish Council are looking for an Assistant to the
Parish Clerk. Hours around 40 per month.
If you are interested, please contact
Gail Gosden, Parish Clerk: bandk.pc@btconnect.com

VILLAGE HALL NEWS
www.graftygreenvillagehall.co.uk
At the time of writing, tickets are still available for our next gastronomic extravaganza
– our Greek Meal, on St.Valentine's day, Saturday 14th February.
For our entertainment this time we have, in a spirit of international reconciliation,
gone to neighbouring Turkey to bring you a display of exotic dancing in the Arabian
style! (No doubt there will be some Greek dancing too!)
If you enjoyed our French evening with Burlesque dancers then I'm sure you'll love
our Greek evening with Turkish Delight! All we ask is that you don't break the plates
after the meal as, for us, the best part is always the washing up at the end.
There will be a bar offering alternatives to Retsina and Domestica for the more
sophisticated palate. Get your tickets (£15) from the village shop or from Carol Hulm
on 853583 - or contact us via our website.
Next………. Return of the Grafty Green Summer Fete – Please save the day - 6th
June. More details to follow and information will be available on the Village Hall
Website as the plans progress.

COMPUTER ADVICE AND TROUBLE SHOOTING!
Baffled by Windows 8
on your new PC?
Having trouble with emails?
Drop in to Egerton Telecottage computer centre on
Saturday morning and get friendly help from our knowledgeable volunteers. We have
been providing computer support and lessons to local villagers for 14 years and are
still going strong!
The Telecottage is attached to Egerton Millennium Hall and is open every Saturday
from 10am to 12 noon. For a donation or small charge you can access the Internet to
research your Family History or bring your own laptop to help solve a computer
problem. You can also copy, scan, laminate or bind your documents. If you need
more ‘one to one’ help or training, you can arrange an appointment with one of our
tutors.

Check our website on www.egerton-kent.co-uk for more information
or ring 07990 574214 to discuss your requirements.

Grafty Green Yoga Classes
Yoga classes in Grafty Green Village Hall on Wednesday evenings at 7 and again on
Thursday mornings at 9.30. No classes on the 18th or 19th February.
The occasional Saturday morning Yoga Practice will be on 21st February at 10
o'clock.
All classes are for an hour and a half, the enrolment for a six week term is £36 or
'drop-in' at £8 a session. Saturdays are at a special price of £7.
Benefits of yoga - the antidote for the modern world; to give yourself time to enhance
your own well being, bringing a more positive outlook on life and relief for stress.
Yoga is about balance and creating space, mentally and physically. You create space
in the body by mastering the postures which involves stretching and creating
flexibility in muscles and joints, allowing energy to flow and make space in your
mind. Anyone can enjoy yoga.
For more details call me, Susan Burch on 850381. I am a British Wheel Of Yoga
Teacher with 28 years of yoga experience and teaching for the last nine years.

Boughton Malherbe Parish Council
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held in Grafty Green Village Hall on
Monday 9h March 2015 at 19.30.
The Agenda for this meeting and the minutes for the last meeting (and all previous
minutes) can be viewed on the Boughton Malherbe Parish Website or by contacting
the Parish Clerk

Letter to the Editor
Dear All.
Knowing that Christmas seems a distant memory now, the next one will come
around soon enough!. I would therefore like to take this belated opportunity
of saying a big 'THANK YOU' to Richard Tew and his family for his annual
time and effort in erecting and decorating the wonderful tree on the village
green, and not forgetting Ken at the Kings Head for supplying the power for
the lights.
Regards Anon

Link Word Puzzle - Answers at the back (don’t look first!)
Word 1
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Opinion
Tape
Wet
Credit
Road
Hour
Rhythm
Couple
Remote
Cream
Mud
Super
Safety
Change
Front
World

Word 2

General
Rose
District
Wild
Drum
Tolerance
Leader
Life
Panel
Safe
Sky
Patient
Hair
Foot
Bean
Stand

Word 3

House
Eye
Staff
Post
Sergeant
Absolute
Cross
Just
Self
Fire
Spur
Railway
Ball
Cut
Gun
Cover

Answer
Public

Answers at the back (don’t look first!)
Find the missing word?
1

_____ Bono, Cher's former husband and singing partner

2

Red _____, TV series set in space

3

_______ in the deep, Hugely successful Adele song

4

Bill _____, Celebrity bird watcher

5

______ Twain, Singer of 'That don't impress me much'

6

Ice ___, Animated films with a woolly mammoth and a sloth

7

____ Daly, Married to TV presenter Vernon Kay

8

Autumn _______, Top 10 hit for The Kinks

9

_________, Graham Bell, Inventor of the Telephone

10

Susan _____, B.G.T runner up who sang 'I dreamed a dream'

Grafty Geeks – Printing from the iPad
In order to print from applications such as email,
photos and the internet, iPads use AirPrint to print
wirelessly to Wi-Fi enabled printers.
You will need:
 Wi-Fi network connected on the iPad
 Wi-Fi enabled printer, which needs to be
connected to the Wi-Fi network
(This is usually a button on the printer with the Wi-Fi
symbol)
 The iPad and the printer must be on the same Wi-Fi network
AirPrint allows you to select any printer that is on the same network as the iPad, but you
MUST make sure that the printer Wi-Fi is set up for the same Wi-Fi network, this is usually
the one you have set up for general use at home. It is possible to change the Wi-Fi network on
the iPad if you are visiting friends or family by using their Wi-Fi network and a Wi-Fi enabled
printer.
Once printers have been set up they will be available for printing all types of documents,
emails or web pages. All you need to do is go to the documents or pages you wish to print,
select the print menu, confirm options, then select print, for example:
Emails: Open the email you wish to print; there is a small arrow in the top-right corner which
will display the menu with print options, select the print options required, then select
Print.
Google Docs: Open the document you wish to print. In the top-right corner of the document
you will see an information symbol. This displays the Details menu; select the Printer
icon which will open a new screen to select a printer, select the options required, then
select Print.
Google Sheets: The print option is found in the Share and export menu, which is available
when pressing the three small dots in the top-right corner, then continue as before.
The key is to find the printer options in the applications you are using, once the printer is set
up via AirPrint it will be available to use with those applications.
******

If you need any help with anything else, please visit the Egerton Telecottage on Saturday
morning between 10am and 12noon http://www.egerton-kent.co.uk/telecottage.
Advice is free and there is always someone there it help you. If you would like any topics
covered in this magazine please email me at carolhulm@gmail.com

Lenham Valley Business Association

Networking is about . . . having fun too!
Business networking isn’t boring! Well, not with Lenham Valley Business
association it’s not. We work hard to network and we do quite a lot of
business together, we help each other, we recommend other members to lots
of different people. And we come back for more. It helps make business
easier. It certainly makes working a pleasure.
We arrive at 5:45 for a 6pm start. After a brief call to order, we have a
speaker for about 20 minutes. We network and finish about 8pm. Simples!
LVBA member or not you can come along for free, you just have to register
online or phone 01622 820841. Linda is our speaker on Tuesday 3rd March at
The Dog & Bear Hotel in Lenham, telling us ways to save money on everyday
things. All are welcome. You can come to two meetings without having to
pay, just to see if you like it.
Alan Reading, Chairman

Bulky Refuse Collections (Saturday Freighter Service)
Maidstone Borough Council have issued the timetable for the Saturday Freighter
Service up to the end of February 2015.
Grafty Green
Saturday 7th February
Platts Heath
Saturday 7th February
Ulcombe
Saturday 14th February

15:15 – 15:45 -: Church Rd - Junction Headcorn Rd
14:30 – 15:10 -: Green Lane
09:25 – 09:55 -: Lodge Gardens

----------------------------------------------------------------------Grafty Gourmet
This is a great but simple recipe, ideal for these cold winter nights. Best made a day
ahead and reheated as the flavours develop a lot more.
Simple Guinness and Beef Stew
25 g butter
150 g bacon (chopped)
300 g shallots (sliced)
1 kg stewing beef

400 g wild mushrooms
1 litre of Guinness
1 bouquet garni

1. Preheat the oven to 160C/140C (fan oven). Put the butter in a frying pan over a
medium heat. When the butter has melted add the bacon, followed by the shallots.
Cook until golden brown and transfer to a large casserole dish.
2. Add the beef to the frying pan, season with salt and pepper and cook until
browned all over. Transfer to the casserole dish. Add the mushrooms to the pan and
cook for 2 minutes. Season to taste and transfer to the casserole dish.
3. Return the frying pan to the heat and use a whisk to scrape off all the bits stuck to
the bottom of the pan (this is where the flavour is). Pour in the Guinness and
continue to whisk for another minute to deglaze the pan. Pour the Guinness and pan
juices over the beef and vegetables in the casserole dish. Add the bouquet garni,
cover the casserole dish and cook in the oven for 2 hours.
4. When the beef is tender, check the seasoning, remove the bouquet garni and serve
with roast potatoes.

RussOIL Heating
Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Tank Installation & Removals

OFTEC Registered
Oil Heating & Plumbing Specialist
Reliable, Affordable and Local

Servicing & Maintenance on all oil fired boilers
No call out charge on breakdowns
Oil Tank Installations
RussOil will beat any genuine oil tank installation
quote

www.russoilheating.co.uk

Mobile: 07810 166 529
Home: 01622 853517

Music Notes - February
February not only sees a full programme of local concerts, but also a complete
range of traditional local pantomimes. Love them or hate them (and who would
dare hate them?) these are musical events in true folk tradition. At Leeds we
have The Emperor’s New Clothes, performed on Friday 6th at 7.30pm and Sat 7th
at 2.30 & 7.30pm – tickets 01622 862467.
At Hollingbourne there will be Cinderella, from 11th to the 14th at 7.45pm each
night and also 2.45pm on Saturday – tickets from Christopher’s shop or
www.boxofficediva.com.
Finally at Ulcombe there is Jack & the Beanstalk on Friday 20th and Sat 21st
(afternoon and evening) – tickets and info 01622 843592. Venue in each case is
the village hall. On top of that, here are some formal concerts:


Saturday 7th February, 7.30pm at St. Mary’s Church Westwell. (TN25 4LQ),
Kent Chamber Choir’s concert includes Richard Blackford’s Kyrie eleison, from
Mass for 5 Voices & William Byrd’s Ave Verum. Highly recommended.



Sunday 15th February, 3.00pm at Sutton Valence School, the Sutton Valence
Music Society has arranged a concert of piano music by Trio Isimsiz.
programme includes works by Haydn, Takemitsu and Beethoven. Tickets at
the door or contact 01622 863002.



Saturday 21st February, 7.30pm at All Saints’ Church, Maidstone, the
Maidstone Wind Symphony’s American inspired programme includes De Meij’s
Symphony No. 2, The Big Apple and Martin Ellerby's Clarinet Concerto.
Information & Tickets 01580 291056 or www.MaidstoneWindSymphony.



Saturday 28th February, 7.30pm at The central Hall, Chatham, the City of
Rochester Symphony Orchestra gives its second concert of its season, which
includes Sibelius’s violin concerto and his Second Symphony. Tickets at the
door or phone the box office on 01634 338338

Brian Hardy

D.FLISHER ROOFING

Free winter check on roofs
Roofing repairs, ridge &
hips checked
Moss cleaned off roofs
Gutters & window frames
cleaned
Chimneys re-pointed
Call Dave for a quote on
01622 850659 or 07941 324286

Seasoned Logs from
Local Coppice for Sale

Clean Burning, Kiln Dried
Cut to size and delivered

Variety of logs suitable for
open fires or log burners
Contact Norman on
077333 28715

Christian Message February 2015
I was reading the New Daylight daily Bible notes recently and was fascinated, and rather
alarmed, by the phrase divided-soul found in James 1:8 and 4:8.
The idea of being double-minded is one I can identify with: How often do I fret that I have too
much work to do either for my paid employment or college, or too much housework and
gardening to conquer and yet, there always seems to be time for another cup of tea, another
episode of a favourite television programme, another soak in the bath or another evening out
with friends. Asking around about other people’s interpretation of the divided-soul, one friend
admitted to losing hours on Facebook but merely ‘keeping to time’ when reading the Bible. Oh
dear, I can identify with that one too!
Another friend, when asked about the passage, had a quite different sense of it meaning doing
several things at once and cited praying for other road users whilst riding her bike and listening
to music. Such a lovely, positive, interpretation; and such a lovely, positive, thing for her to be
doing.
So what did James mean by this phrase?
James 4 Verse 8: “ Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded”.
“Draw near to God and he will draw near to you”…
That seems straight forward enough. If we invest time in other people our relationship with
them will blossom, so it makes sense that if we invest time in God our relationship with him will
bloom and grow.
..“Cleanse your hands, you sinners,”…
It is important to seek forgiveness for the wrong things we do and try to do right.
..”and purify your hearts, you double-minded”.
I am sure we can all remember times when someone has let us down and said sorry, only to let
us down again. I am sure we are all double-minded at times but it is important to really want
to change from within and be single-minded in our faith.
James 1 verse 8 is stern: “for the doubter, being double-minded and unstable in every way,
must not expect to receive anything from the Lord.”
Here, James is implying that unless we believe and practice what we preach, then we will not
receive God’s blessings. A sobering thought, but turned on its head, if we do ask Jesus into
our lives, repent of our sins and try to live our lives according to His will, the blessings we will
receive will be infinite and ever-lasting. A really exciting and attractive challenge…

Pamela Cuerden
Bible quotations from New Revised Standard Version

The Len Valley Benefice

Lenham & Boughton Malherbe; Harrietsham & Ulcombe
Sunday/Main Services – February 2015

Sunday 1st February
9.30 am at St. Mary’s, Lenham: Breakfast service
9.30 am at St. Nicholas, Boughton Malherbe: Holy Communion
10.30 am at All Saints, Ulcombe: Family Worship
11.00 am at St. Mary’s, Lenham: Holy Communion
3.30 pm at St. John the Baptist, Harrietsham: Growing in Faith Together (GIFT
Family Worship)
Sunday 8th February
8.00 am at St. Mary’s Lenham: Holy Communion
9.30 am at St. Mary’s, Lenham: Breakfast Service
9.30 am at St. John the Baptist, Harrietsham: Holy Communion
10.30 am at All Saints, Ulcombe: Holy Communion
11.00 am at St. Mary’s, Lenham: Morning Worship
3.30 pm at St. Nicholas, Boughton Malherbe: Evensong
Sunday 15th February
9.30 am at St. Mary’s, Lenham: Breakfast service
9.30 am at St. John the Baptist, Harrietsham: Morning Worship
9.30am at St. Nicholas, Boughton Malherbe: Holy Communion
10.30 am at All Saints, Ulcombe: Morning Worship
11.00 am at St. Mary’s, Lenham: Holy Communion
Sunday 22nd February
8.00am at St. Mary’s, Lenham: Holy Communion
9.30 am at St. John the Baptist, Harrietsham: Holy Communion
9.30 am at St. Nicholas, Boughton Malherbe: Family Worship
10.30 am at All Saints, Ulcombe: Holy Communion
11.00 am at St. Mary’s, Lenham: Family Worship
Saturday 28th February
5.00pm at St John the Baptist, Harrietsham: Prayer and Praise
Saturday 28th February
4.00-6.00 pm at St Mary’s Church, Lenham: Messy Church

Women’s World Day of Prayer.
(International and Interdenominational)
Friday, March 6th 2015.
St. Mary’s, Lenham 10.30am
All Saints Church, Ulcombe 7pm
Jesus said to them:
Do you know what I have done to you?
Women’s World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church organisation which
enables us to hear the voices of women from a different part of the world each year,
expressing their hopes and concerns and bringing them before the world in prayer.
On Friday 6th March an estimated 3 million people in over 170 countries, will gather to
observe the day of prayer, using an order of service written by Christian women from
The Bahamas and translated into over 1000 different languages and dialects. In the
British Isles alone over 5000 services will be held. The day will begin when the sun
rises over the island of Samoa, and continue until it sets off the coast of American
Samoa some 35 hours later.
The theme of service is taken from St John’s Gospel, chapter 13, verses 1-17, ‘Jesus
said to them: “Do you know what I have done to you?” and it challenges us to
demonstrate the same radical, unconditional love for others that Jesus showed when
he washed the feet of his disciples.
The Bahamas consists of over 700 islands, scattered over 100,000 square miles in the
Atlantic Ocean, only a small proportion of which are inhabited. It refers to itself as a
‘family of islands’.
Everyone is welcome to attend the service, men, women - people of all ages. We look
forward to welcoming you on Friday, 6th March, 10.30am at St Mary’s Church, Lenham
and 7pm at All Saints Church, Ulcombe.

Made New Men
New Men Made
Men Made New

Holy Cross Lent Talks 2015

Studies in chapters 5-8 of St Paul’s epistle to the Romans will be held in Holy Cross
Church Bearsted ME14 4EE on 5 Wednesdays in Lent beginning on Wednesday
February 25th at 11am and 8pm. These studies will mark the 50th anniversary of the
Keswick Convention and will draw on the writings of the Rev’d Dr John Stott.
Refreshments will be available before the talks.
(www.holycrosschurch.co.uk/lenttalks2015/htm)

Emergency and Help Contact Details
Police, Fire And Ambulance Emergencies
Police, Non Emergency - (Including PCSO …………..)

999
101

Ambulance 999 note: an aed ‘public access defibrillator’ is sited and available 24/7
at the premises (in porch) of A.W. Court in Headcorn road. Ambulance 999 control
centre will give 999 callers the lock code, if appropriate, to access the defibrillator.
First Aid Support – when an ambulance has been called using 999 - Interim
emergency support (first aid and AED defibrillator), prior to arrival of paramedics /
ambulance, may be available (not 24/7) by calling Chris Wheal on 07979 864929 -this
is a voluntary ‘good Samaritan’ facility for residents. It is hoped a SECAMB
(ambulance) community first responder scheme may start in future

NHS Medical Helpline

111

Maidstone & Pembury Hospitals
William Harvey Hospital
Headcorn Surgery
(out of hours listen to Lenham Surgery
recorded messages)

0845 155 1000
01233 633331
01622 890294
01622 858341

Electricity (UK Power Networks)

Emergencies and Power Cuts

Water
Calor Gas
KCC

Emergencies
Emergencies
Emergencies
Highways

0800 783 8866
or 01243 508866
0333 000 0002
08457 444999
03000 41 41 41
03000 41 81 81

KCC Community Wardens:

Local warden – Stuart Ellesmere
District Support – Dawn Riach- Brown
Fire

General Enquiries
Home Safety Visits
KFRS Community Volunteer – Chris Wheal

R.S.P.C.A
Vet

07969 583923
07773 397125
01622 692121
0800 923 7000
01622 858100

Emergencies
0300 1234 999
24 Hour Pet Emergency Treatment Service 01622 734555

Answers to the Quiz and Missing Word Puzzle

