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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231
BINS - Waste Management
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk

CAXTON SURGERY
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx

01743 233123
0345 6789007

01691 654646

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View
CORBET SCHOOL www.corbetschool.net
DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action)
ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was) 0800 001 5400
KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203
NHS Out of Hours Service 111
Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000
PARISH COUNCIL email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/
POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number 101
Oswestry Police Station 0300 333 3000
Safer Neighbourhood team—email:
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
PRADOE CHURCH: Chairman: Andrew Kenyon
PUNCH BOWL
QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT
RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: Fr Philip
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am
RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935
SAMARITANS 116 123
SCHOOL - West Felton C E School 01691 610388
SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863
SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000
Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020
Shrops Councillor: Clir David Walker 01743 256863/ M 07484 541576

ST MICHAEL'’S CHURCH: MINISTRY vacant
Church Warden: Dr Michael Davie

ST. CHAD’S: Chapel Warden: Mrs Ann Hampson
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 01691 610665
VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629

WASP Problems Emergency number 01691 831251 / 07772 006994
WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority 0800 783 4444

WOMEN'S INSTITUTE: President: Rhian 07375 997 782

03444 991100
01939 260296

01691 656882

01691 610218
07543 040618
01691 610255
01691 681010

01691 652248

01691 610612
01691 610845
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ROUND and ABOUT
WEST FELION

www.westfeltonmagazine.co.uk

Supporting local business - Supporting the community
PREPARE TO BE AMAZED! -~
pre

JD MAGIC .-

WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL
DELIGHTED TO PRESENT
AN EVENING oF ENTERTAINMENT BY

JACK DENT

Saturday
28th February 2026
Tickets £7.50

Details page 15
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Parish Council

Second Tues of the month, 7:30 School Hall

West Felton Walkers 10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT...see page 15

Tuesday mornings: 2 sessions: 9:30-10:30 &

David Davies & Sons

"Serving the community for over 170 years"

Pilates Class 10:45-11:45am Need to book online GYMCATCH. Phone: Abi
07904456368
Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall FUNERAL DIRECTORS
? S Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall

Tuesday Tots Every term time Tuesday 9.15 - 10.30 West Felton School

An independent family business
offering a complete service
including pre-paid funeral plans

Felton Flexors Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall

Table Tennis Thursday 7:30pm Village Hall

Z O

wi 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm Village Hall
Short Mat Bowls contact Glynnis on 610336

Royal British INFORMAL MEETINGS 8pm Meeting, PUNCH BOWL first Mon-
Legion day of the month except Bank holidays then second Monday.

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA
01691 653116

5 February 10am COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING Village Hall

28th February  7pm JACK DENT MAGIC ENTERTAINMENT Village Hall

10:30-2:30pm SPRING FOOD, ARTS AND CRAFTS FAIR

14th March X .
arc Village hall. Free entry, refreshments available.

W. E. Price

Disclaimer

OSWESTRY
ILLUMINATED

TRACTOR RUN
Thank you
£22,248.33

raised so far!
Felton Magazine are solely

those of the authors and do £866 coueCted th

not in any way reflect those West
of the magazine committee. F
elton

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.

Available 24 hours a day. Pre-paid funeral plans available

West Felton 01691 610975
Oswestry 01691 652995

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN

Round and About West
Felton Magazine is not re-
sponsible for any adver-
tiser’s products, services or
company, nor for any
claims made by advertisers.

The information, statements
and opinions expressed in
reports or articles published
in Round and About West
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COME AND ENJOY
THE WARM and FRIENDLY
ATMOSPHERE

INDOOR MARKET: OVER STREET MARKET:

Wednesday, 3 0 Wednesday
Friday & &
Saturday STALLS Saturday

54

WEST FELTON

VILLAGE HALL
Registered Charity No. 702175

for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,
Sales, Children's parties
Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60
Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40
Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200

Commercial rates by arrangement

DRound and About West Felton

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion
in next issue
to Editor by email (preferred) or phone

Last day for submission of copy and
deadline for content changes
10th FEBRUARY 2026

Editor: Colleen Hughes Advertising Rates
for 12 insertions:
Tel 01691 610300 Quarter page £65

colleenhughes748@btinternet.com Half page £95
Full page £155




m WEST FELTON STORES Parish of Whittington and

West Felton with Haughton
Telephone - 01691 610 863

Opening Hours

Monday to Friday: 7am - 8pm St Chad’s, Haughton

Saturday: 7:30am - 8pm St Michael’s, West Felton

. - 9:30am every Sunday
Sunday' 10am 7pm unless otherwise stated,

Services in West Felton Parish:

SERVICES TO BE ANNOUNCED

SERVICE ACCORDING TO THE
. . . . Book oF COMMON PRAYER.
We are doing the delivery service again

for those who are shielding at home.

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:

Please order between 9-12 on our Please arrange with The Churchwarden:

« phone number 01691 610 863 or Dr Michael Davie 01691 610 612

« WhatsApp your order on our business
number (+441691 610 863).

Pradoe Church

We will deliver as soon as possible, Services - at 10:30am unless otherwise stated
please leave your name and telephone number, :
: Sunday 4 January — Plough Sunday Service
so we may contact you. Thank you. Sunday 1 February — Morning Service

. : Sunday 1 March—-  Morning Service
Essential items Only please, : Sunday 15 March — Mothers’ Day Service

the minimum spend is £10.00 : Sunday 5 April - Easter Sunday Service with Communion
: Sunday 3 May - Morning Service
(excluding alcohol, tobacco and cigarettes). : Sunday 7 June — Morning Service

All welcome!

All enquiries to Andrew Kenyon 07968 257452
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RJW

“Electrical “M&V “Renewables

01691 712830

office@rjwelectrical.com

Your Local
Electriclans § Solar
PV Installers

q)omestic, Agricultural, Commercial and
Industrial Electrical Installations

eEleciricc:zl Installation Condition Reporting
®olar PV

v Charger
@Renewable Technologies

ql;AT Testing

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD
Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens
Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF Tel 01939 262 881

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk

Chairman ClIr John THORNHILL 07714 759 466

Vice-Chairman ClIr Ozcan OZAGIR 07955 232 199

ClIr David CURTIS 01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School &
SALC Area Committee)

Clir Alastair FORBES 01691 610 524

Clir Mick GREEN 07928 479 305

Cllr Marian HESKETH 01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall).

Cllr Chris JONES 01691 610 354 (Rep SALC Area Committee).

ClIr Pat MABE 01691 610 400

Clir Ed NICHOLAS 01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee)
Clir Neil SUMMERS 07523 318 005
Cllr David WALKER 01691 897 117

Our Shropshire Councillor : Cllr David Walker T: 01743 256863
Mobile: 07484 541576
Our Member of Parliament : Helen Morgan T: 01939 809387

E: helen.morgan.mp@parliament.uk

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
14 April 2026
12 May 2026

10 February 2026
10 March 2026

To Contact the Parish Council:

Clerk - Rosemary Wood - 01939 262881
Email: westfeltonpc@googlemail.com
Website Address - https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk
Under the main heading ‘Contacts’ on first page
click on a named person
and you will be taken to an email contact form to write to them.
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NEWALL

TREE SERVICES

www.maxnewalltreeservices.co.uk

BASED IN WEST FELTON FOR THE PAST DECADE, WE COVER
EVERY ASPECT OF TREE SURGERY FROM ROADSIDE REMOVALS
TO PLANTING AND EVERYTHING IN-BETWEEN. ALL STAFF ARE
FULLY QUALIFIED AND WE ARE INSURED UP TO 10MILLION.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR A FREE QUOTATION TO
SEE HOW WE CAN HELP LOOK AFTER YOUR TREES.
- 07770503049 | 01691 700212 -

MAX@MAXNEWALLTREESERVICES.CO.UK

'2 : 9 City2eGuilds
e 2 NPTC

Accredited Contractor Qualified workforce

CHAS.co.uk

Annual property review

Are you curious about the value
of your home?

¢ Have you made cosmetic changes in the

past 12 months?

Have you simply outgrown your home?

Was the last time you had your home

valued 2+ years ago?

¢ Do you understand how to maximise
the value of your home?

Our team of experienced professionals will pro-
vide you with an accurate and comprehensive
estimate of your property’s value, based on the
latest market trends and local data. Whether
you’re thinking about selling, refinancing, or just
want to know more about your home’s worth,
we’re here to help.

So don’t hesitate,
contact us today to
schedule your free
home valuation and get
the information you ‘_
need to make informed F‘
decisions about your
home and investment.
Kind regards,

Daniel & team

01691 674494
_ The Don,
Albion Hill,
Oswestry X
SY111QA == o et

o~ —

daniel@danieljamesresidential.com
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Doy Doy Cove £ e Sy Gurvies

s Fully insured 4* star rating. e Daily dog walks located in the countryside.
W Your pet treated as one of the family. % Chill-out zone.
s Secure dog run for fun & games. ¥ Home-from-home alternative to kennels.

%% As well as dogs we also offer pet sitting for
cats as a home visitation service.

% Individual needs catered for.

% Pick-ups and drop offs available on request.

“ (’,7;{6‘—’ L'.({”‘(A;
vu Located in West Felton, Oswestry
® \ v u Tel: 07974 152022
A e, Email: suzanne.galliers@btinternet.com

) @wagglytailswestfeiton

' 1 aJ

Report from West Felton Parish Chairman,
Clir John Thornhill

RIDGE FUELS coAL LOGS, GAS BOTTLES

QUALITY PRODUCTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE DELIVERY
EXCELLENT RANGE OF FUEL FOR ALL APPLIANCES
SELECTION oF MIXED WOOD including KILN DRIED & KINDLING STICKS
SELECTION OF GAS BOTTLES
CASH AND CARRY SHOP IN SHREWSBURY
FREE ADVICE FROM OUR HELPFUL KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF
Wholesaler and Retailer

Q% M@m

Please ring for more information on 01743 241122
Visit our website: www.ridgefuels.co.uk
Ridge Fuels Ltd, LMS New Yard, Castleforegate, Shrewsbury SY1 2EN
What3words - ARTS.RUINS.BURST
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| would like to wish you all a very
Happy New year and hope you had
an enjoyable festive season.

We had a very full meeting with dis-
cussions on a number of issues
which included agreeing projects for
the year and setting the budget to
enable delivery of these projects.

Progress on matters relating to the
highways such as LED Street lighting
along the Avenue, the installation of
speeding signs are subject to support
and co-operation from Shropshire
Council, which has previously been
very limited.

In some cases such as overgrown
hedgerows in the village, these are
purely the responsibility of Shrop-
shire Council. Our Shropshire link
Councillor, David Walker is hoping to
have a discussion with Mark
Wootton, Area Manager (North) for
Developing Highways to ensure deliv-
ery of these projects.

Equipment in Playing Field

In December edition | highlighted an
item in the safety report we had re-
ceived from the Royal Society for
Prevent of Accidents (ROSPA) on our
playing field. Our Groundsman, Gra-
ham Taylor, had secured the site and
for now removed the relevant equip-
ment. Cllr Chris Jones met with Gra-

ham to inspect the equipment and
confirmed that it was rotten. A new
swing bay crossbar was ordered on 7
Jan with a week’s delivery time so
will be replaced soon.

Council held a full discussion on the
98 page comprehensive report. The
vast majority of items were consid-
ered Low or Very low risk with many
not needing any remedial action.
Council agreed that a work plan
should be devised to respond to
those items where some remedial
action was indicated to ensure that
for the coming spring and summer
activities all equipment is safe for full
use.

We have also received confirmation
from Balfour's that the lease on the
playing field will be renewed for a
further term of 15 years, at a rent of
£250 per annum, with rent reviews
at years 5 and 10 in accordance. This
is a very reasonable slight increase
on the current rent for the field
which provides a lot of amenities for
parishioners.

Applications for Grants

We received three applications for
grants to support activities within
the village. Whilst we considered
there was merit in each of the appli-

(Continued on page 8)




(Continued from page 7)

cations, relevant details were lacking
in two at this stage, so we were only
able to make one grant of £500 to
support the continuance of the very
important Parish Magazine.

Defibrillator

This is now back in full operation
after its use for an incident.

Litter

We have had a letter from a parish-
ioner regarding litter in the Queens
Head Area. The Council has installed
letter bins and will consider this
matter further. Unfortunately, it
seems that some of this litter is a re-
sult of it being thrown from passing
cars.

Road Closures - Please notice on
page 13.

Budget and Finances

Council considered the budget and
the Action Plan for development.
Costs are rising everywhere and with
the need to improve and replace
items on the playing field and the
requirement to install new IT facilities
and website there was a very long
discussion on this issue. It was
agreed to extend the budget to cover
these and other items and increase
the parish precept. This will mean
that for a Band D Council Tax proper-
ty the Parish precept, which for 25/26
is £36.52, will increase to £7.30 the
new rate for 26/27 will be £43.82. ¢

¥ Shropshire

Council

Shropshire Councillor Report
Councillor David Walker

Happy New Year. | hope everyone
had a good Christmas. For me Christ-
mas came as a well-earned break,
with very little downtime since the
election. Even with a couple of weeks
off, | still had 30 meetings over the
last month. I've worked to deliver
tangible improvements for Whitting-
ton and West Felton while balancing
wider council responsibilities.

For Whittington, | had a meeting
about advancing a 20-mph zone out-
side the school, a critical step towards
safer roads for children and families
as part of School Streets initiative. |
also progressed discussions on the
community car park and play area
enhancements.

In West Felton, | again had meetings
with officers to progress a new street
light on The Avenue which has frus-
trated the Clerk and parish council
members for a number of years. |
have also assisted the clerk in review-
ing the effectiveness of the council’s
website and will be recommending an

(Continued on page 9)

(Continued from page 47) A hint for Christmas
one knows too many people. One can-
not give them a Christmas card each;
there is not enough powdered glass to
go round. One has to discriminate, and
the way in which most of us discrimi-
nate is either to send no cards to any-
body or else to send them to the first
twenty or fifty or hundred of our
friends (according to our income and
energy) whose names come into our
minds. Such cards are meaningless; but
if we sent our Christmas cards to the
right people, we could make the sim-
ple words upon them mean something
very much more than a mere wish that
the recipient’s Christmas shall be
“merry” (which it will be anyhow, if he
likes merriness) and his New Year
“bright” (which, let us hope, it will not
be). “A merry Christmas,” with an old
church in the background and a robin
in the foreground, surrounded by a
wreath of holly-leaves. It might mean
so much. What | feel that it ought to
mean is something like this:--

“You live at Potters Bar and | live at
Petersham. Of course, if we did hap-
pen to meet at the Marble Arch one
day, it would be awfully jolly, and we
could go and have lunch together
somewhere, and talk about old times.
But our lives have drifted apart since
those old days. It is partly the fault of
the train-service, no doubt. Glad as |
should be to see you, | don’t like to ask
you to come all the way to Petersham
to dinner, and if you asked me to
Potters Bar--well, | should come, but it
would be something of a struggle, and
I thank you for not asking me. Besides,

we have made different friends now,
and our tastes are different. After we
had talked about the old days, | doubt
if we should have much to say to each
other. Each of us would think the other
a bit of a bore, and our wives would
wonder why we had ever been friends
at Liverpool. But don’t think | have for-
gotten you. | just send this card to let
you know that | am still alive, still at
the same address, and that | still re-
member you. No need, if we ever do
meet, or if we ever want each other’s
help, to begin by saying: ‘l suppose you
have quite forgotten those old days at
Liverpool.” We have neither of us for-
gotten; and so let us send to each oth-
er, once a year, a sign that we have not
forgotten, and that once upon a time
we were friends. ‘A merry Christmas to
you.”” That is what a Christmas card
should say. It is absurd to say this to a
man or woman whom one is perpetu-
ally ringing up on the telephone; to
somebody whom one met last week or
with whom one is dining the week
after; to a man whom one may run
across at the club on almost any day,
or a woman whom one knows to shop
daily at the same stores as oneself. It is
absurd to say it to a correspondent to
whom one often writes. Let us reserve
our cards for the old friends who have
dropped out of our lives, and let them
reserve their cards for us.

But, of course, we must have kept their
addresses; otherwise, we have to print
our cards publicly--as | am doing now.
“Old friends will please accept this, the
only intimation.” ¢
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BRITISH IRONWORK CENTRE
WHITEHALL, ASTON, OSWESTRY, SHROPSHIRE, SY11 4JH

: T&Cs APPLY - REDEEMABLE TUE-FRI ONLY (Excl Saturdays) Valid to use JANUARY

3 FEBRUARY and MARCH 2026. 1 voucher per person - vouchers must be shown on entry.
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(Continued from page 8)
upgrade to improve usability at our
next meeting.

These local actions sit alongside
broader policy work—such as review-
ing Community Infrastructure Levy,
suggesting operational changes to
officers and scrutiny committees.
More meetings around supplemen-
tary planning documents, around
Sustainable Urban Drainage Scheme
(SuDS) policy, improving Enforce-
ment, reviewing shop fronts policy,
boundary and other legal issues like
road adoptions. Discussions about
improving digital tools at Shropshire
Council to make services more effi-
cient and cost effective.

The emphasis has been on practical,
visible outcomes for residents whilst
dealing with the financial mess left by
the last council. Safer school zones,
improved play facilities, securing
community assets, and clearer hous-
ing standards are all steps that
strengthen quality of life and meet
broader needs.

Neighbourhood planning and wider
planning meetings featured strongly.
The new draft National Planning Poli-
cy Framework (NPPF), the newly
passed Planning and Infrastructure
Bill, and the new Local Plan setting
framework, have been much dis-
cussed. Particularly, the way they will
shape development in Shropshire.
Many contradictions have become
apparent and Shropshire Council is

seeking clarification on these issues.
For example, the new local plan
setting framework suggests a spatial
strategy (where development hap-
pens) should be decided at the end of
the process. When clearly it should
be at the start. However the bill says
a separate strategy to the local plan. |
also attended Baschurch Parish Coun-
cil meeting and spoke on planning
issues for nearly 2 hours. Acton Bur-
nell is my next parish council visit.

Flooding, potholes and winter weath-
er issue have been prominent this
month. | have a meeting next week to
discuss strengthening SuDS policy to
better design out flooding issues at
source.

The recent government’s spending
settlement was very disappointing. As
you may have seen in the press. Tel-
ford and Wrekin were given a large
rise while Shropshire a large cut. This
has been a hot topic for discussion in
a number of meetings. Next week
Shropshire Council will be responding
to the government funding consulta-
tion in the strongest possible terms.
The Government have withdrawn the
weighting applied to support deliver-
ing rural services. Instead moving
more money to urban council. Some-
thing the government had previously
pledged they wouldn’t do. Most ur-
ban areas get 41% more funding per

head than rural areas like Shropshire.
L4



Shropshire
Telford & Wrekin

ageUK

Let's change how we age

Our Help at Home service enables you to remain
independent at home and enjoy life.

Your friendly Support Worker can assist with: vacuuming,
dusting, bathroom and kitchen cleaning, laundry and
ironing, shopping and collecting prescriptions.

The two-hour visits are by the same Support Worker each
time and we can make sure you're receiving all the benefits
you're entitled to.

Call 01743 233 788 or email enquiries@ageukstw.org.uk

Registered charity no. 1090445

owen & §
S Fuels s

The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry

For all your Coal and
Heating Oil Supplies

Phone your Local Supplier on

01691 830315
info@sowenandsons.co.uk
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(Continued from page 45)A hint for Christmas
standing that the contents were to be
worth five shillings exactly would avoid
this embarrassment.

And now | am reminded of the ingenui-
ty of a friend of mine, William by name,
who arrived at a large country house
for Christmas without any present in
his bag. He had expected neither to
give nor to receive anything, but to his
horror he discovered on the 24th that
everybody was preparing a Christmas
present for him, and that it was taken
for granted that he would require a
little privacy and brown paper on
Christmas Eve for the purpose of ad-
dressing his own offerings to others. He
had wild thoughts of telegraphing to
London for something to be sent down,
and spoke to other members of the
house-party in order to discover what
sort of presents would be suitable.
“What are you giving our host P” he
asked one of them.

“Mary and | are giving him a book,” said
John, referring to his wife.

William then approached the youngest
son of the house, and discovered that
he and his next brother Dick were shar-
ing in this, that, and the other. When
he had heard this, William retired to his
room and thought profoundly. He was
the first down to breakfast on Christ-
mas morning. All the places at the table
were piled high with presents. He
looked at John’s place. The top parcel
said, “To John and Mary from Charles.”
William took out his fountain-pen and
added a couple of words to the inscrip-
tion. It then read, “To John and Mary
from Charles and William,” and in Wil-

liam’s opinion looked just as effective
as before. He moved on to the next
place. “To Angela from Father,” said
the top parcel. “And William,” wrote
William. At his hostess’ place he hesi-
tated for a moment. The first present
there was for “Darling Mother, from
her loving children.” It did not seem
that an “and William” was quite suita-
ble. But his hostess was not to be de-
prived of William’s kindly thought;
twenty seconds later the handkerchiefs
“from John and Mary and William” ex-
pressed all the nice things which he
was feeling for her. He passed on to the
next place....
It is, of course, impossible to thank eve-
ry donor of a joint gift; one simply
thanks the first person whose eye one
happens to catch. Sometimes William’s
eye was caught, sometimes not. But he
was spared all embarrassment; and |
can recommend his solution of the
problem with perfect confidence to
those who may be in a similar predica-
ment next Christmas.
There is a minor sort of Christmas pre-
sent about which also a few words
must be said; | refer to the Christmas
card.
The Christmas card habit is a very
pleasant one, but it, too, needs to be
disciplined. | doubt if many people un-
derstand its proper function. We con-
vey our printed wishes for a happy
Christmas to everybody or to nobody.
This is a mistake. In our middle-age we
should discriminate.
In middle-age--by which | mean any-
thing over twenty and under ninety--
(Continued on page 49)
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Duncan Galliers
Master Upholsterer and
Furniture Restorer

Upholstery

N\
6 | = - = | }'

Tel: 07830 050908
Email: ed@bournehandy.co.uk

Do you need a bit of help
around your house and garden?

Specialist in traditional
techniques for antique and
modern furniture.

Spring repair,
foam cut to size
and sundries!

Fulyinsured, || Call 01743 353981 or

- Competitive rates. email

il 78 g Quotes on request. duncangalliers@aol.com
» Single and Covering Knockin,
double glazed unit Melverley,
replacements West Felton,
surrounding areas.

e DIY jobs e Small plumbing

e House repairs &  and electrical
maintenance jobs

e Gardening

Lo ian:

www.supportmycomputer.co.uk

eNew PCs and Laptops fully installed at home

eSpyware Removall/lnstallation of Leading Edge
Spyware Prevention

ePerformance Tuning and Business PC Support

eHardware/Software Installations and Training

eUpgrades and Automated Backup

eRemote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also
Available

oFor low fixed Prices from £19.95

THE MORE THINGS CHANGE, THE
MORE THEY STAY THE SAME
Rector Alan Brannigan 1993

Alcoholism is often talked of as if the
problem were a modern one (like many
other matters). But it has always been a
social problem, in town or country, and
was frequently the only escape to be had
from intolerable living and working con-
ditions. My own mother used to tell of
horrifying scenes in the shipyard town of
her childhood, and the novelist Charles
Dickens writes graphically about it in the
mid-nineteenth century. But, looking
recently through a church magazine for
1879, 1 found the report of the local
Branch of the Church of England Tem-
perance Society; it may be worth quoting
in full.

"The Monthly Meeting of the West Fel-
ton Branch was held in the Grimpo
School on Tuesday November 4th. In
consequence of the lateness of the har-
vest, the tea party could not be held in
October, as proposed. It is hoped it may

be held on the date of the last monthly
meeting of the present series of meet-
ings. Notice will be given hereafter. The
Secretary reported that the members of
the Branch are: Abstinence Section
(adults) 24, (juveniles) 62, Temperance
Section 38 thus making a branch total
of 124. Mr Dixon, the Diocesan Secre-
tary reports that at the end of 1878 the
number of members in the Diocese of
Lichfield was as follows: Abstinence
Section (adults) 5,762, (juveniles) 7,351
plus Temperance Section 3,352 making
a total of 16,465.”

If it seems old-fashioned and even funny,
we might reflect that there was not neces-
sarily any more hypocrisy then than there
is now. If part of their motive then was
patronising, at least it was recognised that
excessive drinking was not only a social
problem in itself, but brought all kinds of
other problems in its train. What a good
job they didn't have motor cars and lor-
ries then!¢

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement?
Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response
01691 682480
07940 757503
OFTEC qualified engineer - all works fully insured

e

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY & HEDGE MAINTENANCE
STUMP GRINDING
WOODCHIPIING HIRE WITH QUALIFIED OPERATOR
TELEHANDLER HIRE WITH QUALIFIED OPERATOR
SUPPLIER OF SEASONED WOODCHIPAND LOGS
FREE QUOTATIONS
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LESS THAN 5 MILES FROM WEST FELTON
TEL: 01691 682008/07980 626998

5 ,r’g ROGER OWEN (ROWEN TREE CARE)
N NPTC QUAIFIED
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

EMAIL: rowen tree.care@btinternet.com 7
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WEST FELTON CofE PRIMARY SCHOOL
YEARLY CALENDAR 2025 -2026

A Hint for Next Christmas
by A.A. Milne 1920 (Abridged)
There has been some talk lately of the

chosen with such care. Probably the
young son of the house has been going
in for carpentry lately, and in return for

Saptember October _November standardization of golf balls, but a your tie-pin he gives you a wardrobe of
:‘ :: ‘ g :2 §_§ ;g :‘ g :2 ;2 :‘ more urgent reform is the standardiza- his own manufacture. You thank him
W13 |10(17]2a wii 18 (1522 W tion of Christmas presents. It is no heartily, you praise its figure, but all
Th|4 |11]18] 25 ™|z |9 |16]23 Th good putting this matter off; let us take the time you are wishing that it had
F [5 [12]19]26 F |3 [10[17]24 F it in hand now, so that we shall be in chosen some other occasion. Your host
ssu : :: 22 Z; Ssu : :; :: ;z :u time for next Christmas. gives you a statuette or a large engrav-
My crusade is on behalf of those who  ing; somebody else turns up with a
spend their Christmas away from large brass candle-stick. It is all very
N Doc:?bar y _51?"1'-'23*?19 = = 2“";“" = home. Last year | returned (with great  gratifying, but you have got to get back
= = T e [ainlz = WET 2 difficulty) from such an adventure and | to London somehow, and, thankful
"BE 7 W 7 | 14|21 28 W 4 [1 25 am more convinced than ever that though you are not to have received
Th | 4 18 Th 8 |[15]22]2 Th 5 12 2% Christmas presents should conformto  the boar-hound or parrot-in-cage
F 5 19 F 9 [16]23]30 F 6 {15 77 a certain standard of size. My own little which seemed at one time to be
S[6 [13 |20 S 10 [ 17 [ 24 ] 31 B 7 |14 28 . ; -
TERETREL M EBEAES 1 El CRED offerings were thoughtfully chosen. A threatening, you cannot help wishing
match-box, a lace handkerchief or two, that the limits of size for a Christmas
a cigarette-holder, a pencil and note- present had been decreed by some
book, Gems from Wilcox, and so on; authority who was familiar with the
March April Ma such gifts not only bring pleasure (let  |ook of your dressing-case.
:t :3 3 ;c: :; ;" - us hope) to the recipient, but take up a Obviously, too, there should be a
W 5125 152229 W G negligible amount of room in one’s standard value for a certain type of
T 19126 1623 |30 T 7 21 bag, and add hardly anything to the Christmas present. One may give what
F 13 20|27 17]24 F 8 |15/22 weight of it. Of course, if your fellow-  one will to one’s own family or particu-
ssu 1 : :; ;; ;g ::: ;: ;u ?0 :g :i visit.or says to you, "HQW s.weet of you |ar friends; that is all right. But in a
to give me such a darling little handker- Christmas house-party there is a pleas-
— = chief—-it's Just what | wanted--how ever ant interchange of parcels, of which
T = . did you think of it?” you do not reply,  the string and the brown paper and the
Tz T3 T 7 Tie “Well, it was a choice between that kindly thought are the really important
TERED (W1 8 [15 and a hundredweight of coal, and I'll ingredients, and the gift inside is noth-
;"l ; :; ;" ; ':0 :g give you two guesses why | chose the  ing more than an excuse for these
s|e [13 Sa 1118 handkerchief.” No; you smile modestly things. It is embarrassing for you if
Sul7 |14 Sul5 [12[19 and say, “As soon as | saw it, | felt Jones has apologized for his brown
somehow that it was yours”; after paper with a hundred cigars, and you
Holiday Phonics screening & MTC which you are almost in a positionto  have only excused yourself with twenty
PD day Charity Days ask your host casually where he keeps  -five cigarettes; perhaps still more em-
3:::::::3& :‘a;:grsmm the mistletoe. barrassing if it is you who have lost so
N Bt R s But it is almost a certainty that the pre- heavily on the exchange. An under-
SATS Harvest (church), Christingle (School) Mothering sents you receive will not have been (Continued on page 47)
Sunday (school), Leavers Service (church)
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SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE
Registered Waste Carrier
Local Operator
For a prompt and efficient service
Contact Edward Scott
on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870

Call Jennifer Scott on chmmamflcm

07866 472083 e
or 07791 655559 I‘—

www.facebook.com/
cleanandgleamovens
Email:
cleanandgleamovens@gmail.com

Professional

L1 E OVENS
Oven Cleaning Services

covering Oswestry & surrounding areas

North Shropshire Timber
Rednal Ind Est.
SY114HS - 01691610570

Your local independent sawmill
for all your internal and external timber needs.
Kiln dried, sawn to size, or machined to profile.
Durable natural oak and larch beams suitable for any project

Seasoned firewood, ready to burn,
delivered six days a week.

Log prices for 1.65 cubic meter, loose volume
Stove mix offcuts £ 85
Oak/Ash offcuts £110
Split softwood logs £152
Split hardwood logs £173

Notification of Road Closure:

GRIMPO ROAD, WEST FELTON
Start Date: 2nd March 2026 - End Date: 2nd March 2026
Purpose: Road Closure - Pole Test
Works Promoter: Openreach
Works Promoter Ref: BCO08PLT3158641830032025-01
Enforcement pattern for Grimpo Road, West Felton:
9.30 - 15.30hrs

You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:
https://one.network/?tm=GB147172712

Should you have any queries regarding this closure, please
call Customer Services on 0345 6789006,

or contact the Street Works Team

E: streetworks@shropshire.gov.uk

Special offer: 3.3 cubic meters
stove mix offcuts £160.00

A great film making
opportunity for young
people ages 11 -18

FREE film making workshops in Oswestry

at the Maona cinema
(previously Kinokulture, opposite the library).

Part of the 2026 Love Oswestry, Love Where you Live activities,
this is a chance for young people to capture, through their eyes,
what they love, where they like to go and what they enjoy about
Oswestry.

Get in touch to express an in-
terest and get more details.

e
él'sp‘:{es Email loveoswestrv2026@gmail.com

Instagram @loveoswestry
Facebook @LoveOswestryCC

44
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Approved
Private Care Care and Support

Oswestry & Shrewsbury

SUPPORTING YOU IN YOUR OWN HOME
HELPING TO KEEP YOUR INDEPENDENCE

Contact us

01691 Caring and Recruiting Today

655999 for a Better Tomorrow

www.approvedcareandsupport.co.uk

JIM PARKES

Specialists in oil fired heating systems
Domestic and Commercial Boilers
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken.
Covering Wrexham and Oswestry area
: Fast response to breakdowns,
CItY&’: And f))ll and water leaks
Guilds Tel 01978 722598 Mob: 07929 016814

ValentineWindow '
CLEANING 1

www.valentinewindowcleaning. co.uk

07540 648565
WINDOWS | SOFFITS & FACIAS | CLADDING | CONSERVATORIES

GUTTER CLEANING | JET WASHING | SOLAR PANELS
14

(Continued from page 41) Shrops Directory
* money matters, benefits, grants and financial assistance;

* SEND local offer, clothing and footwear, continence, toys and equip-
ment, speech and language difficulties, support groups;

* staying safe, anti-social behaviour, domestic abuse, home, online, road,
and water safety;

* sports and fitness activities, walking groups, sports clubs and organisa-
tions, leisure centres;

* things to do for children and families, days out, school holidays, youth
clubs; and

* volunteering opportunities.

As well as being available to the public on the Shropshire Council website,
or via your chosen search engine, the Directory is used by Community and
Care Co-ordinators, plus other health and care professionals as part of the
NHS social prescribing service, which aims to help people take charge of
their own health and wellbeing, and improve their lives.

The Directory can be found by following this link:
https://directory.shropshire.gov.uk/

It is possible to search the Directory using a keyword or phrase, plus a
postcode in order to find the relevant services available near to where a
user lives or works, and a search can also be narrowed further by
‘audience’, ie age group, or by a date range or day of the week. From the
results of the search, users can access a variety of information about the
groups, including contact details, a brief summary of the services provid-
ed, and where and when meetings / sessions take place. Where available
there will also be a link to the organisation’s website or social media for
more in-depth information.

Please do have a look at the Directory and bookmark it as a ‘favourite’ for
quick and easy reference, or if you are unable to access the internet at
home, pop into your local library for assistance.

Lynn Ford, Community Directory Officer

December 2025
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WEST FELTON VILLAGE HALL g
EXERCISE CLASSES & H\'él‘{(l(}'[‘”
Tuesday mornings A
9:30am  Beginner/mixed ability pilates .
10:45am Intermediate/advanced pilates g;i?: g??s;g; §i§).50

12 noon Dance Fit

T: 07904456368

E: abi:glover-davies@hotmail.com
Fb: Abigailcharlottefitness
Abigailcharlottefitness

Please bring a mat to pilates and wear
something comfortable and stretchy.

Strengthen. Stretch.
Move better. Feel good

« Local business, West Felton based

Extensive range to suit all tastes

Quality products / affordable rates

We come to you offering a true

home selection service with a no

obligations chat

« All units made to order offering
many bespoke options

« Free planning and design

« Supply only or full fit service using
local trades n

. Contact paul@psmkitchens.co.uk

. more info at www.psmKitchens.co.uk

PSM

Kitchens

Designing kitchens for you"

Call today for a free quote 01691 664252

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS

Surfacing Contractor
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs
Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor
References available
John Richards, Pentre, Nesscliffe

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503
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WEST FELTON VlLLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
DELIGHTED TO PRESENT
AN EVENING oF ENTERTAINMENT BY

JACK DENT

SHROPSHIRE’S AWARD-WINNING
MAGICIAN AND ENTERTAINER.

Famous in this parish for his acclaimed shows for the chlldren,
this time Jack’s show is for the grown-ups.
The hall will be laid out café-style and guests are encouraged to
bring their own drinks (alcohol definitely allowed) and snacks.
There may even be some nibbles included in the price.

West Felton Village Hall Saturday
Doors open 7pm. 28th February 2026

Performance starts 7:30pm.

Tickets £7.50
TICKETS from West Felton Stores, WFVH committee members,
in the Punch Bowl and on the door. Because of the party layout

of the hall, tickets will be somewhat limited so
BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

15



A & J CATTERY

Open all year round | Cattery is fully heated
Covered outside runs

Collection and Delivery 1
‘““Give your cat a holiday while you enjoy your ol

Sandstone Holdings, Dovaston, Kinnerley, Oswestry SY10 8DS
Tel: 01691 682 606 We are only 5 minutes from West Felton

ARRIDGE
GARAGE DOORS

Up and over Sectional Roller Side-hinged

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations

; . Opening Hours
M -

/ %‘_/_ Est 1989 Trade and Retail Mon to Thurs 9-5p
Y " |www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk Fri 9-4pm

IS0 9001 | 68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 01691 670394

REGISTERED FIRM

Business Support Management Accounts
Payroll Services Tax Planning morris
Business Start Ups  Accounts Preparation cook

Software sales and support (accounts/payroll)
Financial Services

Offices Ellesmere, Oswestry and Llangollen Chartered

at: Teiephone 01691 62209 Accountants

e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk _and
www.morriscook.co.uk Business Advisers

16

The Shropshire Together

Community and Family Directory

If you haven’t come across it yet ... the Shropshire Together Community
and Family Directory is a free online database containing information
about all sorts of local community groups, clubs, and organisations, cover-
ing Shropshire and the immediate bordering areas, as well as a few more
regional and national sources of advice and support.

The Directory, which replaced the previous Shropshire Community Direc-
tory and Family Information Directory in April 2025, is provided by Shrop-
shire Council, and currently hosts in excess of 5,000 entries.

The Directory offers signposting information on a vast range of subject
areas, including:

* advice and information, disability information;

* business and economy, fund-raising and grant aid, charities;
* care and support services, home care providers, day centres;
* childcare and early years, child minders and nurseries;

* climate, environment, composting and recycling;

* community and living, community transport and venues, parish and
community magazines;

* education and learning, adult and further education, schools and tuition
services;

* employment and careers, jobs and job seeking;

* family support, adoption and fostering support, parenting support, rela-
tionship advice;

* health and wellbeing information, self-help groups;
* housing and homelessness;
* leisure and cultural activities, hobbies, art, drama, music, history, and

heritage;

(Continued on page 43)
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KARL LEAVER

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Friendly, professional service e Fully insured

o Over 15 years experience o Free estimates
« Interiors and exteriors E: Kkarll b " K
« Paper hanging : karlleaver@hotmail.co.u

Mob: 07581423025

{" GAS & OIL CENTRAL HEATING
:‘ [MSTALLATIONS E REPAIRS
SOUD FUEL

IL j|‘r‘|h|| 'El ﬂ GEMERAL PLUMBING

nestingT | @ D}'355811321 /‘
: | HEr.a.s 1 /éﬁfﬁ

AT

Leaton Forest Firewood
Locally Grown, Traditionally Seasoned Firewood
Barrow Bags

Premium Grade £50
B Grade £45

Bulk Bags
Premium Grade £150
B Grade £125

Kindling £8

Free Local Delivery

To order Email: trees@leatonforest.co.uk or
order through our website:

www.leatonforest.co.uk/firewood-log-sales/

ITY Welcomel
COCMOMFtéE'E Raffle, Sales tables
for cakes, produce,
MORNING mar'malc:(deF,> greet-

ing cards, and craft
items.

Come and meet
the neighbours.

Thursday, 5th FEBRUARY

10-12noon in the village hall.
£1.50 entry includes tea/coffee biscuits.
Bacon baps £1 extra.

40

West Felton Walking Group

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at the Punch Bowl car park

EXCEPT on the first Monday of )
the month when departure is 9:30 Walk leaders:-
to allow time to travel to our cho- Mike Bossen 01691 610623

sen destination for the away day .
walk. Hilary lles 01691 610707

New members always welcome. .
y John & Eileen Hanmer

01691 6710629

17




The Punh BOWI Inn
v . DRt Sally, Paul
and Mark
we|come you!

Now serving ...
SUNDAY LUNCH

between 12 and 3pm.
Booking is advised.
For reservations cal| 07543 040618

One night in the woods, lovers, fairies and friends gather...
Come along and find out more about our group, how you can WS
get involved both on and off the stage.
LADS will stage Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Nights Dream in
June this year. Rehearsals are planned to begin in April.
We are holding two Informal play reading and casting sessions above, if you are keen
to be involved in the show or would just come along to the readings it would be great
to see you there.
If you cannot make the session below but would still like to be involved please reach
out to us on the email below.

If you would like anymore information ahead of the readings please email

ladstheatre@gmail.com.

DARREN TOWNSEND

Painter & Decorator
All aspects of interior or exterior
decoration undertaken

Hanwood - Shropshire
01743 860241 mobile 07795 262629

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com
Treatments in a modern clinic

Tanat Foot C })9{ Lianyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB

Registered Foot Healtll Practia o
. e Toenail Trimming ¢ Diabetic Foot Care
LL \ o Calluses ¢ Ingrowing Toenails

(S o Cracked Heels « Fungal Nail
T P e Corns/Verrucae e Athlete’s Foot
‘ ‘ T —"
07891 087394
B " Email tanatfootcare@hotmail.com
-

We wish everyone a very Happy New Year. IA)S
Our summer production is Midsummer Nights Dream.
If you want to be involved come to the following play reading.
If you have any questions about any of the upcoming events please email:
ladstheatre@gmail.com.

Reading: A Midsummer Nights Dream
1 February 2026 - 2:00pm
Pant Memorial Hall
Informal play reading and casting session.
Come along and find out more about our
group, how you can get involved both on
and off the stage.

Our summer production of William Shake-
speare's A Midsummer Nights Dream will
begin rehearsals in April with performances
mid/end of June (dates/venues tbc)

Sy, mn wE e ; One Act Plays
TBC

More info soon.
Contact
Email: ladstheatre@gmail.com
Tel: 01691 830 558

FESTIVAL

18
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Wills, Property Protection,

Powers of Attorney

0 Wills £150 0
{’;’? Lasting Powers of Attorney £150 "’@? %

For Free info Call Paul Humphreys on:

Tel. 0800 5977 433 « 01691 652 233

www.Asset-Wealth-Preservation.co.uk

D PRICE REUPHOLSTERY

SUITES ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY
W ide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD

For Free Quotes call
01691 610153 or 0780 1108860

4 The Queens Head A

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
Our full menu is available online
We can cater for most dietary needs
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount

01691 610255

OK - so, the shortest day is behind us,
the holidays are over,

how about a little gentle movement??

SHORT MAT BOWLS

in West Felton Village Hall

We have places for new members
1:45pm to 4pm on Fridays

Come along and try for free.
(no need for any equipment)
We look forward to
seeing you,
Glynnis Carr
01691 610336

SHQ;RT

L 'ka

Or, maybe BADMINTON?

HTRTRT R AT R R R AT R R R R A R R R R R R R R R R R R R A R R R R A & R R R & &

have 2 great }{9]]? ‘D.‘Jy
Salon Style In Your Own Home

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists
Perming / Setting and Straightening
Gents Grooming / Children
Wedding Packages
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555

e o a9 a8 a8 a3 a8 a9 a9 o o o _o® o9 a8 a9 a9 a9 _§ o o o _o® o3 a8 oS a9 a9 a9 o _of__op _od oo oo oo

BADMINTON (for adults)
In West Felton Village Hall
Tuesday evenings
8pm to 9:30pm

Glynnis says, "We would love

to see some new members,

so come along and give it a go.”
Contact Glynnis 01691 610336
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http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk

Stokes Tree Works

NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY
Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping
to British Standard Specifications

P & S Electrical
Contractors Ltd

DOMESTIC ~ COMMERCIAL
FREE ESTIMATES

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING
POINTS FITTED

Rewires
Periodic Testing
and Inspection
General Electrical Work
Fuse Board Upgrades
CONTACT STUART

07710 664 254
pandselectrical27@gmail.com

- -
bl e | [H =1 H
APPROVED

CONTRACTOR DOMERTIE | 1.
INSTRLLER

Z TRUSTMARK

il

‘ \’\\\I \/,)
’NE 18

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONERS

PROVIDING HOME VISITS , TO YOUR DOOR FOOTCARE

OVERGROWN NAILS f HARD SKIN
J CRACKED HEELS FUNGAL NAIL INFECTION
1 CORNS ] INGROWING NAIL
THICKENED NAILS ] VERRUCA
] FINGERNAILCUTTING J WAX THERAPY

P o1 757m
. nestepaheadfhp@gmail.com
P

nestepaheac

(Continued from page 35) Parish Church

The failure of the heating placed a
further strain on the church finances.
Hence the treasurer’s gratitude for
your support mentioned above. The
heating system is Victorian and the
fault is a leaking pipe joint. The actual
repair of a leaking pipe is relatively
straightforward. The bureaucracy in-
volved in its repair is anything but
straightforward. Planning permission
to do any repair has to be sought
through the Lichfield Diocesan Advi-
sory Committee.

Whereas repairing the pipe may not
be unduly challenging, getting access
to the pipe requires digging up some
floor and this hurdle most certainly is.
A specialist contractor must be en-
gaged to dig up the floor. However
the contractor won’t begin until the
floor has been declared free of asbes-
tos. Asbestos is a silicate compound
and was widely used from the later
Victorian era in the UK for its insu-
lating and fire retardant properties.
Unfortunately it is also associated
with a form of lung cancer and its use
is now banned..

Digging up the floor may be one
thing. Putting it back is another. Here
the planning authority will have an
organisation called the Victorian soci-
ety at its heels. This organisation was
founded only 65 years ago, with John
Betjeman as President. It has un-
doubtedly been a great help in pre-
serving buildings, notably St Pancras
station. Latterly however it has taken
great interest in any anything Victori-
an and has significant influence on
decisions by planning authorities. The
main aim at present is getting the
floor dug up, the pipe repaired and
the congregation warmed up. And the
floor repair.....!

In the longer term the Parochial
Church Council (PCC) is considering
the installation of an electrical infra-
red system. This will cost between
£15000 and £25000 depending on
how much area we heat. PCC mem-
bers will be visiting places where such
installations have been made and
seeking testimonials from other
churches which have fitted this
heating.+

20

How many Anglicans does it take to change a lightbulb?

(Choose from three possible answers!)

- Six: one to replace the bulb, one crucifer, two torchbearers, one thurifer
and a member of the women's institute to take care of the set-up and take-

down.

- Eleven: one to replace the bulb and ten to protest that they liked it better

the way it was.

- None: unless you count the person who stands up and says "That bulb
was donated by my mother, and you replace it over my dead body!"
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL o ‘ o
Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered —
Breakdowns - Servicing

Landlord Certificates
David Swift Mob: 07794 362873
Email - djafswift@gmail.com Food, Arts and Crafts

Anthony Roberts BOOK YOUR STALL NOW
Tree and Garden Care
= Tree Surgery = Patios . WeS t F elton Vi llage Ha ll
= Hedge Trimming = Landscaping
= Fencing = Wood Chipping available Saturday 14th March 2026
= Stump Grinding
. 10:30 - 2:30pm
ey Whole of Shropehiee covered To book your table, please call
TR Tl 01691 770054 01691 610665 or email:
- 9//" | Mob: 07725819414 christinecurtis2022@hotmail.com
/ - Cut & Colour | cut & Colour
j » Baschurch Baschurch
Hair, beauty, nails, Station Road
personal care Baschurch SY4 2BB

@sarahatthehairstation
01939

809589 cutandcolourbas-
church@hotmail.com
n cut&colourbaschurch
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Looking to protect your
home with expert
roofing, insulation, or
spray foam removal?

Trust Stratton Roofing,
your specialists in long
lasting, professional
solutions

OUR
> SERVICES

Spray Foam Removal
Leak Detection & Repair
Roof Repairs

Roof Cleaning
Insulation Install

Contact Us Today For A Free Consultation!

(£)0800 043 8001
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OUR PARISH CHURCH
Michael Davie, February 2026

The timing differences for copy dead-
lines and appearance in print inevita-
bly leads to some news being out of
date. Almost 6 weeks have now
passed since our carol services which
heralded Christmas. Both the tradi-
tional service and the community ser-
vice were well attended and thanks
must go to those who took part,
those who organised and provided
refreshment for the events and, most
importantly, those who of you who
came. The Treasurer looked gratefully
upon your generosity of which more
later. The school staged an excellent
Christingle service and great deal of
hard work had obviously been under-
taken both by the children and the
staff in preparing the oranges and in
preparing the service.

We are still without a Rector and by
the end of January when Oswestry
Parish church becomes vacant, there
will be thirteen churches out of the
eighteen in the deanery without a
priest. Given the difficulty in getting
anyone to apply, as the Trefonen
group have found, or the difficulty in
funding a full time priest at £60,000/
yr, it seems likely that we shall be reli-
ant on the retired clergy for some
time yet.

As some of you will have noticed the
lack of a Rector has been accompa-
nied by a lack of heat in the church.

The heating broke down at the end of
October 2025. This was not only un-
comfortable for the congregation but
also for the church finances. Every
five years the church has to have an
architect’s inspection and our last one
found that plenty of repairs were re-
quired. Work on historic buildings
often has to take place in stages.
There has been a delay in dealing with
the tower since the wooden shingles
that cover the small “steeple” have
been difficult to obtain. Masonry re-
pairs can only be done when there is
no frost and according to the availa-
bility of a suitably accredited mason.
The presence of scaffolding due to go
up this month round the church indi-
cates action on this front. Unfortu-
nately these repairs are expensive. An
architect has to be involved, the plan-
ning authority (The Diocesan Advisory
committee) has to give the go ahead
and the money found. The whole
works will cost about £28,000. We
have been fortunate to get grants
from the Historic churches trust and
from other bodies, but still have to
find half ourselves. Work like this is
subject to VAT. We may get this back
but in her first budget the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves,
moved to stop the reclamation of VAT
on church works. Such has been the
outcry, this may be reversed. At the
end of all this work we hope that the
church will be water tight.

(Continued on page 37)
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Check out our numerous 5% reviews on Facebook!!

S

" ALL ASPECTS OF
BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN

BIRCH & SONS GENERAL BUILDING LTD

* Plumbing « Electrics

* Roofing * Renovations
+ Kitchens « Digger hire
+ Bathrooms * Tractor hire

Bricklaying - Plastering »Timber Framework
Fencing - Extensions «Landscaping & Slabbing
Groundworks/Drainage
Reliable family run business offering high quality work

at a reasonable rate. Contact us for a no obligation quote on
07484 775590 joshua.birch1985@hotmail.co.uk

www.birchsonsgeneralbuildingcontractors.com

EXCITING THREE CHOIR CONCERT IN ELLESMERE, 14 MARCH
Cantiones will join Ellesmere College Choral Society and Ellesmere College
Chapel Choir to present Bob Chilcott's dramatic St John Passion.

It should be emotional, with the benefit of having a small orchestra
Featuring a large brass section and excellent soloists.

In addition each choir will present individual items to showcase
their skills. All in, all this should be a concert not to be missed.

with
Ellesmere College Choral Society
Ellesmere College Chapel Choir

ST JOHN PASSION
Bob Chilcoftt

and individual choir items

With Soloists and Orchestra
Conducted by Anthony Coupe

7:00pm 14™ March 2026

St Oswald’s Chapel, Ellesmere College
Ellesmere SY12 9AB

Tickets: £15 Adult, U18s free
from ticketsource.co.uk/cantioneschoir,
also Siop Cwlwm, 33 Bailey Street, Oswestry
and on the door.
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Oswestry Rural South SNT
(oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk)

| )

'.f » .\.‘\:‘_ ’ .'.‘ 9
PCSO Stuart PCSO Kurt

Carroll Mabe
07970 544372 7870 219669

V
PC Mark
Wright
07977 957689

¥ POLICE

PC Mark Wright M: 07977 957689 Direct Dial: 101. sz rrotecring - waxinG e biFerence
PCSO Kurt Mabe 07870 219669
PCSO Stuart Carroll M: 07970 544372 | Direct Dial: 101 Ext. 7704043

Team email: oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.police.uk
OSWESTRY RURAL SOUTH Safer Neighbourhood Team,
West Mercia Police, Oswestry Police Station, Park St, Oswestry, SY11 2HE.
These personal mobile numbers/email addresses can be used to gain quick
contact with our local policing team BUT are not to be used to report new
incidents. All incidents must be reported on either of the two numbers: 101
in the case of non-emergency and 999 for emergencies.
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111 Twitter: @OsCops
Non emergency number : 101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk

{‘Ii West Mercia :.:

New tech for Christmas???
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| B Shropshire
MOBILE LIBRARY " ILibraries

Owen’s - Route 4 Learn imagine discover
Subject to change due to inclement weather,

vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:
Alternate Thursdays

Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45
West Felton Village Hall
15:00 to 15:40
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PTFA West Felton School
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http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries

LITTLE PIXIES

Where nurturing care meets outdoor adventure. Set in the beautiful
Shropshire countryside, we provide a warm, welcoming, and engaging
environment for children to learn, play, and grow.

« High-quality childcare for children aged 12 weeks to pre-school

+ Open 51 weeks a year, Monday-Friday, 07:30-18:30

« Set in acres of countryside with Forest School sessions and a large
outdoor garden

« Fresh, home-cooked meals using locally sourced ingredients

« Government-funded places accepted from 9 months

¢ All-inclusive fees for ease and convenience

Location: Kinton Business Park, Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ
Phone: 01743 741554

If you would like
more time to enjoy
your home and
family, and less
work and worry,
for cleaning, handyman, garden work, pet care - contact
www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk
info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk Tel: 07803 029928

AURA

Shropihire
| HoMt/&eeﬁerJ

24 SALOP ROAD
OSWESTRY
SYII 2NU

M 01691 655655

HAIR, BEAUTY
& WELLNESS 1O

AURA.OSWESTRY@MAIL.COM

@jp G})@ &Yd@n %b with Topiarius

Lull before the sowing storm

February brings the first planting of the
year, starting with garlic at the begin-
ning of the month and sweet peas to-
wards the end. | have said before that |
plant the garlic cloves in plastic rings
filled with compost as this does a pretty
good job of avoiding white rot. | sow
sweet pea seeds in root trainers which
gives them good root depth, and add-
ing a length of split can would stop
them flopping. Our sweet peas are
planted out along a fence so the seed-
lings being in separate inserts is con-
venient. If you intend to grow your
sweet peas in a wigwam or similar sup-
port sowing around the edge of a 2 litre
pot would work well as the whole pot
could be planted out in one go. There
are plastic trellis inserts for pots to give
support but split canes save the ex-
pense.

Another February pastime is to spring
clean the glasshouse and sharpen tools,
which is conveniently done when work-
ing outside looks decidedly unpleasant.
When the weather is a bit more wel-
coming, the spring tidy up of prunings,
paths and steps etc can be started. |
also review my list of actions from the
July garden assessment to check on
what has been achieved and what is
outstanding.

When the sowing season really gets
under way the one thing | will not be
aiming for is giant vegetables to enter
in shows or even to break all out rec-

ords. This thought was prompted by
reading that there were new UK rec-
ords for longest radish, marrow, sweet
pepper and aubergine plus the heaviest
celeriac and tomato. The radish defies
belief at nearly 8 metres. The tomato
was over 4 kg and also beat the Europe-
an record. | am more attracted to our
onion crop in 2025 being at a record
level. Unfortunately, it was also a rec-
ord for how quickly they ran out, due to
both increased use and the number
that rotted early. | can see logic in the
warm summer helping the setting of
size and quantity records but am mysti-
fied why presumably well ripened on-
ions failed to last. That’s gardening. |
thought the daftest things in the record
breaking at the Mavern autumn show
was the tallest luffa plant and tallest
runner bean plant. The runner bean
measured over 8 metres so you would
need more than a couple of bamboo
canes for that to climb up.

Things go in and out of fashion and one
thing not in at the moment is auricula
theatres. In case you don’t know, they
are backwards sloping staging to hold a
collection of potted auriculas in tiers. |
built one years ago just to defy fashion.
Most owners of auricula theatres col-
lected the more exotic varieties but
mine are the simple easy to grow ones,
albeit in a variety of colours. Attractive
plants that, apart from water and feed,
just need splitting every couple of
years.*
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v Free no obligation
quote

v Debit & Credit
cards accepted

v Fully Insured

v 12 months
Guarantee

PAINTHAUS

Shropshire’s Premier Decorating Company

Interior & Exterior Painting
and Decorating
www.painthaus.co.uk

07985 709453 info@painthaus.co.uk

(Continued from page 29) Healthwatch

Call: 01743 237884 (09:00-17:00,

Monday to Thursday)

Email : enquires@healthwatchshropshire.co.uk

Post: Healthwatch Shropshire, 4 The Creative Quarter
Shrewsbury Business Park Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY2 6LG

Your feedback will help shape the future of spinal injury services in Shropshire
and ensure that voices from the spinal injuries community are heard. @

GREEN HOLLOW
VETERINARY SURGERY

D. W. THURSTON BVetMed MRCVS
DOMESTIC PET, HORSE & FARM ANIMAL PRACTICE

24-hour Emergency Service - Consultation by appointment

\I;I\;gh nggg Morning, afternoon School Road
em Roa and evening surgeries Ruyton-X1-Towns
SY4 ANW ALL NEW CLIENTS 01939
01939 WELCOME 261216
251180

SMALL ANIMAL SERVICES :

Microchip Identity

Diagnostic X-ray & Ultrasound
In-house lab testing

Pet food & accessories

Free Pet Health advice

FARM ANIMAL SERVICES :

Routine Fertility work
Herd Health plans
Sheep and Goats...
Alpaca work

HORSE WORK : « Wormers (discounts on large quantity)
e 'Vetting’ pre-purchase/insurance

(Continued from page 27) WI report
watch ‘The Unfriend’ written by Steven

MNATT

Moffat (‘Dr Who'; ‘Sherlock’). Well done to L

the cast for all their efforts which made for COMING TO A L

an energetic and entertaining perfor- || CINEMANEARYOU | | T
—

mance of this comedy of manners. L | <SS

We look forward to celebrating Christmas /i:'y/l ,? pﬁ

with family and friends and to 2026 with % o

all the hope that it brings. We meet on the
second Thursday of the month at 7pm in
the Village Hall.

=

%ﬂfﬁ

LEONARDO  KATE .
DICAPRIO  wiINSLET | |5

NARROW BOAT

Resolve to visit us and hopefully even
join! Do ring us on 07375997782. e

5
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The Community Carol Service
on Sunday 14th December was de-
lightful. The church was full.

We were inspired and entertained. 8 ™
The School readers and choir were : :
7" reyduice
The refreshments were very generous ' Q}%Q . \% ]
and especially appreciated.

Many thanks to all the organisers and

participants. Especially as it followed

another equally joyful Carol service the previous Sunday featuring the
students of Packwood School and resident soloist, Lorraine. e
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mailto:enquiries@healthwatchshropshire.co.uk

ROSS HINES CHIMNEY SWEEPING

CLEAN CHIMNEYS ARE SAFE CHIMNEYS

BRUSH AND VACUUM - LEAKAGE TESTING - NESTS REMOVED
CowLs, BIRD GUARDS AND CAP SUPPLIED AND FITTED.

OPEN FIRE, MULTI FUEL STOVES, AGA, DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL.

FULLY INSURED WITH NFU, CERTIFICATES GIVEN.
FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY AND CLEAN SERVICE
OR JUST HELP AND ADVICE.

CALLO1939 768319

24 THE WHEATLANDS,
BASCHURCH, SHROPSHIRE.

NACS MEMBER 12/05

SECURE LIFE TECHNOLOGY
SIT Specialists in Home, Business & Farm

Security Systems T: 07719 331357

o CCTV & ALARM SYSTEMS E: SecurelifeTech@hotmail.com
o STARLINK INSTALLATION https://securealarmcctv.com
o WI-FI EXTENSION SERVICES Contact us today to arrange a

o GPS VEHICLE TRACKERS free no obligation quote.

Locksmiths

Local & Independent
| f:o Cc;!lout 'Chirge's e,
ree Security Advice Approved
Based in IDP Locksmiths(lan) -
Whitchurch 101948 666116 m: 07918 617744 Police

e: idplocksmiths@hotmail.co.uk
w: www.idplocksmiths.co.uk
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We gathered for our Christmas
lunch at The Punchbowl this
year. Many thanks to Sally at the pub
for providing such a delicious carvery
with all its variety of meats and freshly

cooked veg. We were almost too full
for pud! Almost ...

Carols at the Abbey in Shrewsbury with
our Shropshire Federation provided
another festive treat. Readings from
St. Luke, Proverbs and the work of
Longfellow and Laurie Lee amongst
others fulfilled the chosen theme of
‘Peace’. Vicar Pat Aldred had flown
back from a break in wintry New York
that very morning - just as well too as
he was conducting his daughter’s wed-
ding at the church the following day! A
special ‘guest’ was ‘Denman’, the
Blood Bikes motorbike supported by
the WI and named after the first chair-
woman of the WI Federation, Lady
Denman. ‘Denman’ was retiring on that
very day and will be replaced. The col-
lection is to be shared between the
Blood Bikes charity and the Abbey it-
self.

Our Oswestry North Group also held a

carol service at Christ Church in town,

well attended with wonderful singing.

Over £200 was donated in the retiring

collection for the Lingen Davies Cancer
Fund.

West Felton
Women’s Institute
December’s activities

the W[

INSPIRING WOMEN

Forthcoming birthdays were celebrated
at our monthly meeting with flowers
presented for those with a significant
one to look forward to! Mulled wine
was very welcome as was the array of
seasonal cakes offered later. Locally-
based playwright and actor Shaun Hig-
gins performed as soldier-poet Wilfred
Owen who went from Shropshire to
the trenches of the First World War
and who chronicled his experiences in
such moving poems. Perhaps next time
you’re by Shrewsbury Abbey you’ll take
a look at the memorial sculpture to the
poet: ‘Symmetry’ is designed to echo
the Sambre-Qise canal and its pontoon
where Owen was fatally shot just one
week before Armistice was declared.
The church bells in Shrewsbury rang
out to herald the end of the Great War
— while on that same day Owen’s fami-
ly in Monkmoor Road received the tel-
egram informing them of their son’s
passing. Owen was awarded the Mili-
tary Cross for his bravery in the 1918
autumn offensive. A life-size statue of
him stands in Cae Glas Park in
Oswestry, sculpted to commemorate
him and the centenary of the end of
the war.

More cheerfully we had visits on vari-
ous evenings to the Attfield Theatre to

(Continued on page 31)
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TRANSFORM YOUR KITCHEN WORKTOPS
WITHA QUARTZ OVERLAY

UPTO 50% LESS EXPENSIVE THAN SOLID QUARTZ

The beautiful MiniQ Quartz overlay is the perfect way to
complete your dream kitchen. MiniQ is available in a large range
of stunning colours. Our skilled team will handcraft your choice
to fit your kitchen. This will then be laid over your existing work
surfaces creating a beautiful finish to your kitchen.
* HYGIENIC - a perfectly smooth surface

leaves nowhere for germs to hide.

© EASY TO CARE FOR - quick wipe with a neutral
PH cleaner is all you need.

* DURABLE — Scratch resistant and more than tough
enough to withstand everyday knocks and scrapes.

® TIMELESS - there is something about stone
that means it never goes out of fashion

FREE

NO OBLIGATION

 EASILY INSTALLED - engineered for quality, QUOTE
speedy kitchen refurbishments.

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS

Visit our

Showroom on

Vanguard Way,

Battleﬁeld THE HOME OF KITCHEN AND BEDROOM MAKEOVERS
Enterprise Park,
Shr'e)wsbury 01 743 588087

Y1316 www.kitchen-revivals.co.uk

Healthwatch Shropshire Launches healthwatCh

Campaign to Hear People’s Shropshire
Experiences of Spinal Injury Services

Healthwatch Shropshire, the county’s independent public feedback service for
health and social care, has launched a new campaign to understand more
about people’s experiences of spinal injury services across the county.

The initiative follows a recent visit by Healthwatch Shropshire volunteers to The
Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital’s Spinal Injuries Inpatient
Ward in Oswestry, where staff and patients shared valuable insights into local
health and social care services.

The campaign aims not only to gather feedback from people who have experi-
enced spinal injury services - whether directly or as family members or carers -
but also to raise awareness of the Spinal Injuries Association’s (SIA) Strategy
2030, which focuses on improving the lives of people with spinal cord injuries.

Lynn Cawley, Chief Officer of Healthwatch Shropshire, emphasised the im-
portance of listening to the spinal injuries community:

“We want to give a voice to people in Shropshire who have experience of spinal
injury services. Their stories matter, and they deserve to be heard. By gathering
people’s feedback, we can shine a spotlight on what is working well and where
improvements can be made.

We also want to highlight the importance of the SIA strategy and ensure it is
supported locally. We encourage anyone with any experience - good or bad - to
get involved and share their views with us, whether online, by phone or email.”
Brendan Fitzgerald, Regional Representative and Support Coordinator for the
Spinal Injuries Association in the West Midlands, welcomed the campaign:

“As someone with a spinal cord injury myself I’'m delighted that Healthwatch
Shropshire are taking steps to highlight and raise awareness of spinal injury ser-
vices in the county, as well as the SIA’s 2030 strategy. This work is vital in ensur-
ing that people with spinal cord injuries and their families receive the support,
care, and opportunities they need to live fulfilling lives.”

Call to Action

Healthwatch Shropshire is urging anyone who has used spinal injury services in
Shropshire - either as a patient or a carer - to get in touch and share their experi-
ences.

You can share your views in the following ways:
Online: www.healthwatchshropshire.co.uk/share-your-views

(Continued on page 31)
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https://healthwatchshropshire.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bac6ea66a983c0737379c4487&id=82c9e4f8f5&e=84a2b71e54
https://healthwatchshropshire.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bac6ea66a983c0737379c4487&id=82c9e4f8f5&e=84a2b71e54
https://healthwatchshropshire.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bac6ea66a983c0737379c4487&id=e0d4b80097&e=84a2b71e54

