Kirton Liaison – 15th July 2020 Update
(Covid-19 Electronic Communication)
Background
With the current impracticality of a face to face liaison meeting due to the social distancing criteria of the Covid19 pandemic, this note provides a general ‘liaison’ update of Forterra’s operations at Kirton brickworks and quarry,
since the last meeting held on site in November 2019.
Current Operational Position
With the Government guidance promoting social distancing, Forterra took the decision to temporarily close all of
its brickworks at the end of March, and Kirton went into shutdown on 25th March, including quarrying activities.
Some limited distribution from the finished products stockyard has continued to serve the ongoing construction
market but at a rate of approximately 10 – 20% of normal activities. A healthy level of finished brick stock remains
on site, which will be capable of serving the reestablishment of demand when a more normal level of productivity
and demand returns.
During May, site management prepared operating procedures to ensure social distancing guidelines can be
maintained and the plant re-commenced production toward the end of May.
Brickworks Update
2020 commenced well with ongoing strong demand in the housebuilders sector. The plant was planning to
produce 85 million bricks but this of course will now be less due to the shutdown, and ongoing uncertainty.
Since coming out of shutdown, brick demand has increased steadily to 60% – 80% of pre-Covid expectations and
the current expectation is that the plant will produce at near-normal production capacity for the remainder of 2020
with a maintenance shutdown in December.
Community Initiative
Last year, a small group of students from Hull Construction College visited
Kirton brickworks to widen their knowledge of the brick-making process.
During their visit, the site’s Specials Chargehand, who has been making
special shaped bricks at Kirton for the last 25 years, gave the students a
lesson on how to make brick specials along with the chance to personalise
their own bricks. In September, we visited the students at college to present
them with their individual creations. Forterra also donated bricks to the
college to support the students in practising their bricklaying skills.
Quarry Development
2019 saw a major change take place in the way that the site’s quarry is operated. Although it was a very wet
Autumn, the earthworks contract extracted some 70,000m3 (140,000 tonnes) of clay from Phase 6 of the Kirton
West permitted minerals extraction area which was placed into a ‘works stockpile’ close to the factory. This
changes the ‘daily’ operations of the quarry, to a campaign basis which will likely see one or two operations of the
quarry per year, lasting for 8 – 12 weeks at a time.
The ‘campaign’ works are undertaken by an external earthworks contractor, and our quarry plant is now utilised
for the daily working from stockpile. As a consequence, outside of the ‘campaign’ excavations, no daily quarrying
activities will take place north of the railway line other than general site maintenance.
Although affected by the Covid-19 situation, planned quarrying in 2020 is still required. It is anticipated that some
80,000m3 (160,000 tonnes) will be extracted from Phase 6 of the Kirton West permitted area (see image below).
In addition, a new ‘Cream’ stockpile (different coloured clay used in the production of ‘buff’ bricks) will be created
from the Cream Quarry to the south east of the brickworks. Jointly, these will ensure that the site’s brickwork’s

stockpiles can maintain production through and into summer 2021. These campaigns will commence in early to
mid-August 2020 for a period of 8 – 12 weeks.
2020 Planned Quarry Excavations

Kirton West – Phase 6A (Approved Planning Drawing)

Any Other Business
Drainage
Kirton Park drainage runoff – it was reported to us on a couple of occasions during last winter, and especially
during exceptional rainfall events, that drainage runoff had been flowing from the agricultural land east of the
village, down through Kirton Park.
This was investigated, and it appeared to be flow from the agricultural fields to the west of our extraction areas,
flowing through a drainage pipe within our western ‘screening bund’ and then channeling through an agricultural
drain.
Whilst this is rainfall runoff from the unexcavated field systems, the site have installed and manage a pump and
pipe system that diverts some of these waters into the quarry which is then redirected to one of the site’s discharge
points. Going forward, the natural progression of quarrying excavations into Phase 6B and ultimately 7B will
reduce the ‘catchment’ of waters that would naturally flow to the west, reducing the runoff in the Kirton Park
direction.
Noise Complaints
We have previously made reference to a number of noise complaints in recent years, through quarrying within
Phase 5 of the Kirton West permitted area. We were approached by Newark & Sherwood District Council in
September 2019 with news of a noise complaint, however heard nothing further. This was reported to the Minerals
Planning Authority at Notts County Council for their information.
With the extraction campaign progressing through to mid-January 2020, we had no further notification of noise
complaints.
Going forward, as above, the quarrying activities are likely to remain limited to ‘campaigns’ typically conducted
through the summer months only. As the quarry extraction progresses into Phase 6B and onwards, the quarrying
activities will be further limited by the following planning condition.
22.

The winning and working of mineral shall not take place in the upper 5m of mudstone in sub-phases 6B,
7B and all of phase 8 during the months of July and August.

23.

Soils stripping, the winning and working of mineral and restoration backfill shall not take place between the
hours of 12:00 – 13:00 hours within sub-phases 6B, 7B and all of phase 8.

In addition, noise monitoring continues to be undertaken on a 6 monthly basis, and is showing compliance with
the planning conditions. The next sequence of quarry activities will be captured by a noise monitoring survey in
August.
Tree Planting
The Parish Council very kindly provided some spare tree saplings which we have planted adjoining the restored
parts of the northern quarry, as shown by pink circle on the above image. These are ‘in addition’ to our existing
restoration commitment, but will compliment the future planting. Thanks are given for the provision of these trees,
to add to the future landscaping of the site.
Aerial Photos
We have started to use a drone to undertake quarry surveys, which provide very clear representations of the
status of the site. I have attached a couple of these below, by way of general interest in how the site is developing.
Whilst this note is relatively concise, should any other queries arise in relation to the brickworks and quarry
activities, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Tim Darling
07921 545005
tim.darling@forterra.co.uk
15th July 2020

Phase 6 Clay Extraction (looking West South West with Brickworks in the top left)

Restored Phase 4 Areas (looking east toward Egmanton Road / Railway line bridge)

Western Screening Bund (looking West toward Kirton Village)

New Red Clay Stockpile adjacent to brickworks (looking east, from south of railway)

