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❖ Church Directory   ❖ 
 

Vicar: The Revd. Tom Wallis, The Rectory, 
 17 Southend, Garsington. Tel: 361146 
 therevdtomwallis@gmail.com 
 
Churchwarden: Vacant 
 
Treasurer: Galliopi Demetriou 
 
Organist: Mr Keith Randall, 3 Butts Road, 

 Horspath   Tel: 874587 
 

 

 

Church Services at All Saints, Cuddesdon 
 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP), 1st and 3rd Sundays 
 

9.30am Parish Communion, 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays 
 

10.00am Benefice Communion (alternating between Garsington, 
Cuddesdon and Horspath), 5th Sundays 

 

 

 

Private Prayer 

St Mary’s Garsington: Tuesday & Fridays, 9.30am – dusk 
Monday, Saturday and Sunday, 10.30am – dusk 

All Saints’ Cuddesdon & St Giles’ Horspath: Daily 10.00am – dusk 

 

 

 

To book Weddings and Baptisms 

And for other queries, please call: 07856 456363  
or email: gchbenefice@gmail.com  

 

mailto:therevdtomwallis@gmail.com


 

CUDDESDON AND DENTON 
COMMUNITY ORCHARD 

 

We’re thrilled to say the fruit trees, the posts and 
compost for the new orchard have all been 
ordered. They’re arriving at the end of February.  
 

So you are all invited to two big planting days on 
Saturday 1st March and Sunday 2nd March. 
 
Everyone is welcome just to see what’s 
happening in the rough grass below the 
recreation ground. Do wear wellies or boots. And 
please take lots of photos - which we need for the 
funders.  
 

More than this, we need a lot of help to plant the 70 odd trees. So we 
hope that lots of you will come prepared to help plant the trees – gloves 
and a spade if you have one. 
 

We would love it if all the children and young people in the village could 
help plant the trees so please bring them along. We do ask that those 
under 14 have an adult to look after them. 
 

Please come first to the Village Hall for 1pm on Saturday 1st March 
for a briefing and to sign in (for insurance purposes). 
 

Nicko King 
Orchard Committee 
 
 
 
 

 



 

FROM THE VICAR 
 
Dear friends 
 
I’m writing this on Valentine’s Day – Friday 14th February.  Some of you 
may know that Valentine’s Day is a bitter-sweet celebration for me, as 
my mum died in a road traffic accident on this day in 2005.  This year, 
the anniversary has been weighing on my mind more than usual – 
possibly partly because of the round number (20 years), but I think, also, 
because of my shifting gender identity. 
 
I am a little sad that my mum never got to know me as ‘Tom’ – though 
several friends have reassured me that she probably had some idea of 
my true identity or, at least, wouldn’t be particularly surprised by my 
discovery that I am Tom.   
 
On Valentine’s Day, many of us celebrate love.  For couples, this might 
be romantic love.  For those who are single, divorced or widowed, I 
believe that self-love and self-care are particularly important on this day.  
I also firmly believe that all of us – regardless of relationship status – 
should strive to love our neighbours, and be kind to everyone we meet. 
 
This morning, I had the privilege of presiding at an early morning 
Eucharist, in the Edward King Chapel at the College. It was exactly 
where I needed to be, on a day which I knew would contain a mixture of 
emotions, when my mum’s death, and my sense of loss, would contend 
with my desire to celebrate the love which Martin and I continue to share 
for one another. 
 
During the service, I read out a passage about St Valentine’s Day, 
including the words: “For Christians, this day marks an 
acknowledgement of an all-loving God who blesses those who love one 
another, as Jesus implored his own disciples to do.”  We are called to 
love one another, not only on Valentine’s Day, but 365 days a year. 
 
Yesterday, many from the village gathered in All Saints Church, and later 
in the college, to give thanks for the life of Mary Palmer.  We listened to 
the well-known passage from 1 Corinthians 13 – about the supreme 
importance of love; and I reflected, in my sermon, on how Mary 
embodied love and kindness, and set a positive example for us all. 



 
Perhaps those of us who knew Mary could strive to follow her example, 
and love and be kind to one another, despite differences? 
 
As part of my ministerial development and ongoing theological reflection 
and learning, I have been reflecting recently on my identity; on why God 
called me to be a priest; why God called me to be Vicar of Cuddesdon, 
Garsington and Horspath; and what my priorities should be during this 
time of transition. 
 
During the ordination service, priests are reminded that they are called, 
“With all God’s people … to tell the story of God’s love,” so one of the 
reasons God has called me to be a priest, and to be your Vicar, is to tell 
the story of God’s love to the people of Cuddesdon, Denton, Garsington 
and Horspath.   
 
I wonder if God also called me – Tom – here to cause the people of these 
parishes to reflect more deeply on that story of God’s love: to challenge 
assumptions, and cause us to consider important questions of identity – 
what does it mean to be a Christian, and a priest, and a Vicar, and a 
Trans-man?  Can one be all of these things?  What does it mean to be 
made male and female, and to be made in the image of God? Does 
God’s love have limits? Does God exclude anyone from his/their love, 
or is God’s love unconditional? How does God call us to respond to 
those with whom we fundamentally disagree; and whose very existence 
challenges our beliefs and values?  How does God call us to respond to 
those whom we find it difficult to love?   
 
These are challenging questions, and I suspect we may never reach 
agreement on the answers.  Nevertheless, I still firmly believe that God 
called me to be a priest, and to be your Vicar, and I still count it an 
immense (though often challenging) privilege to be Vicar of Cuddesdon, 
Garsington and Horspath. 
 
Please contact me if you would like a coffee and a chat, or a drink in The 
Bat and Ball, to discuss your life, faith, religious beliefs, relationship with 
God, God’s love, or anything else you would like to discuss with me. 
 
God bless 
 
Tom 

 



 
 
 
 

CUDDESDON FETE 2025 
 
The Fete will be held on Saturday 10th May in the grounds of Ripon 
College. It is a fun, annual event for all the village and beyond, is always 
well attended and raises vital funds for the fabric of the church. The silver 
band is booked and the first committee meeting has been held.  
 
First of all, we’d like to thank Jean Mackintosh and Waveney Luke for 
their many decades on the fete committee and although they’ll continue 
to help on the day, we will miss them as the backbone of this 
organisation. 
 
The students at the college always step up to help man this event but 
with the numbers of students at the college much reduced from previous 
years, we would be very grateful for volunteers from the village to help 
run stalls and sideshows, so that all the usual attractions to happen. 
 
We particularly need help with the Book Stall, Toy Stall, Beat the Keeper, 
Skittles and Slippery Pole. If you can help run one of these stalls or give 
an hour towards running a stall or sideshow, then please contact Marion 
West or Therese Luke. 
 
Many thanks, 
Cuddesdon Fete Committee 
 
 
 
 
FETE RAFFLE  
 
If you are able to donate a prize for the Raffle at the Fete, please contact 
Therese Luke or Lorna Robertson. 
 
Many thanks, 
Cuddesdon Fete Committee 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

SERVICES IN ALL SAINTS’ 
CHURCH AND THE BENEFICE 

March 2025 

 
 

 2nd March The Sunday next before Lent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 9.30am Parish Communion 

 
5th March Ash Wednesday 

 4.00pm Communion with the Imposition of Ashes  
 
9th March The First Sunday of Lent 
 9.30am  Parish Communion   
 3.00pm Benefice Story-Time Church in the Forest Church at 

Ripon College Cuddesdon (share stories about Lent, 
temptation, desert and wilderness, around a campfire, 
with marshmallows, hot chocolate, songs and 
conversation) 

16th March The Second Sunday of Lent  
  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 9.30am  Parish Communion  (all-age Eucharist) 
 
23rd March The Third Sunday of Lent 
 9.30am Parish Communion 
 
30th March Mothering Sunday 
 9.30am Parish Communion 
 
6th April  The Fifth Sunday of Lent (Passiontide begins) 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 9.30am Parish Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CUDDESDON AND DENTON WI 
 
We would be delighted to see former members, current members and 
new members so do come along, bring a friend and enjoy getting to 
know everyone. 
 
Visitors, including gentlemen, are very welcome to individual meetings 
at a charge of £4.50 per meeting. Refreshments are served. 
 
We meet in the Village Hall at 6.45pm on the first Wednesday of the 
month. 
 
The next meeting is the Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 5th 
March. Please come and give your support to your Committee.  We will 
be recalling the past year and speaking of our plans for 2025/26 but we 
do need your thoughts, ideas and suggestions to help make Cuddesdon 
and Denton WI a continuing success. 
 
After the ‘formal’ meeting there will be time to sit and chat with fellow 
members while enjoying refreshments. 
 
Gentlemen very welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

CUDDESDON COFFEE MORNING 
 
The next Coffee Morning is on Tuesday 11th March from 10.30am to 
12.00pm. 
 
Come along and meet up with friends. We extend a warm welcome to 
new members. 
 
Entry is £1 to include coffee, biscuits and homemade cake. We always 
have an excellent raffle. 
 
We are happy to provide transport to and from the Coffee Morning for 
anyone having difficulties with the journey. Contact Marion on 01865 
872037 or Lynda via email lyndaware@aol.com to make arrangements. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Jean, Marion, Lynda, Melanie and Paul. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 
CHAIRMAN 

 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
I hope everyone is well. Lots to report this month, starting with the sad 
news that our new Parish Clerk is stepping down. Dee has agreed to 
continue to help with payments while we look for somebody to fill the 
role. If you would like to apply for this, please use the Parish Council 
email address below. This is a paid role. 
 
We are also looking for a new councillor to join the team which will be 
done by co-option after no election was triggered. We are hoping to do 
this at the April meeting and so if you’re interested in helping the 
community then please apply in writing by 24th March to the Parish 
Council email address. This is a voluntary role. 
 
Parish Council email: cuddesdon.dentonpc@gmail.com 
 
In the meantime, we’re all concerned about the worrying amount of 
power cuts we’ve been experiencing and we’ll discuss this at the next 
meeting. We’ll see whether our MP or our elected County and District 
Councillors can bring any weight to bear too. 
 
At the last Parish Council meeting, a number of issues raised by 
members of the community were discussed and you will be able to read 
the outcomes in the Parish Council minutes, which will be put on the 
parish website. With no clerk, this may take a little longer than normal. 
So here is a precis: 
 
DISABLED PARKING ON THE HIGH STREET 
We are very sympathetic to those who need this but we can’t see that 
it’s wise to sacrifice two regular spaces at the moment. We will however 
look to ensure that the parking authorities do pass our way to check that 
nobody without a Blue Badge uses the existing space outside the Village 
Hall. They do have the power to issue tickets. We also hope that 
everyone organising events encourages people to give lifts to those who 
need it, so that they don’t have to miss events due to parking worries. 
 
 

mailto:cuddesdon.dentonpc@gmail.com


 

SPEEDING 
We conducted a traffic survey last year at the Wheatley entrance to the 
village which showed that the vast majority of drivers were not speeding, 
and a small number of very irresponsible drivers ignore any limits. We 
will initially look into adding “countdown” strips on the approach to 
Parkside after other ideas such as white village gates and electronic 
signs were found to be prohibitively expensive.  
 
POTHOLES 
Unfortunately, as far as Highways are concerned there are no ‘official’ 
lay-bys on the Mill Road and so they won’t help. David Keene has kindly 
put scalpings into the passing places a number of months ago and we’ll 
need to do this again at some point. And, in terms of other potholes, 
please do report them on fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk as the more 
reports the better. 
 
DOG FOULING 
We discussed parishioners concerns about dog fouling on the 
Recreation Ground and it was decided that we would start with signage 
to remind people to pick up after their dogs. We are concerned about 
the expense and practicality of fencing, given the extent of the play area. 
There was also a thought, from some, that much of the mess was likely 
to be foxes, which would jump the fence anyway. We do ask that all dog 
owners act responsibly so that we don’t have to revert to dogs on leads 
on the Recreation Ground. We will keep an eye on this issue. 
 
Apologies that this report isn’t filled with much cheery news but I do hope 
that we head into the spring with more positivity. 
 
Ohana, 
Chris 
 

 



 
 
 

VACANCY FOR PARISH CLERK 
 
The Parish Council is seeking a highly motivated, enthusiastic person to 
take on the post of Clerk to the Council and Responsible Financial 
Officer. 
 
The post is part time, working mainly from home. The hours of work are 
flexible except for attendance at meetings, which are normally on the 
first Tuesday of each month at 7:30pm. 
 
The successful applicant must be IT literate. Computer equipment will 
be supplied. 
 
The Clerk stores Council equipment and files securely at their home 
address. 
 
Duties will include acting as advisor to the Council, minute taking, and 
managing the correspondence and filing. The Clerk is also responsible 
for maintenance of the village website. 
 
The role of Responsible Financial Officer includes management of the 
Council’s financial affairs, including the accounts, payments and 
receipts, and managing the financial records. 
 
The Parish Council would prefer the successful applicant to take on the 
roles of both Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, but they 
are prepared to consider dividing the roles to two separate individuals. 
 
Training is available where appropriate. 
 
The starting date will be agreed between the successful candidate and 
the Council. 
 
An application form, job specification and contract of employment are 
available from the Parish Council. 
 
Please email cuddesdon.dentonpc@gmail.com for more information 
 
 
 

mailto:cuddesdon.dentonpc@gmail.com


 
 
 

VACANCY FOR 
 PARISH COUNCILLOR 

 
The Parish Council is looking to co-opt a new member of the team. 
 
Information about the process is on the Cuddesdon and Denton 
Community Website under Parish Council Documents, Co-Option 
Procedure. 
 
See it at  www.cuddesdonanddenton.org/parish-council-documents 
 
Anyone who would like to help the community please send a 
note/paragraph/page maximum saying they have the time and skills and 
would like to help the village by coming onto the Parish Council. 
 
The email to use is cuddesdon.dentonpc@gmail.com 
 
The earliest we’ll consider the applications is at the April meeting and 
you need to apply five working days before the meeting, so please email 
us by 24th March to be safe.  
 
We’d like to encourage anyone who has some time to offer to put their 
name forward. 
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MORLAND HOUSE SURGERY 
 

 
 

 
In December 2024, Nollag McGrath, the MHS Practice Manager Partner, 
made a presentation to the Wheatley Society on some of the changes 
taking place at the Morland House Surgery. Below is a short summary.   
 
EVOLVING CLINICAL ROLES 
 
In 2019 the NHS formed Primary Care Networks (PCNs). Morland 
House Surgery is now part of the Thame PCN, along with the Rycote 
Practice and the Chiltern & The Brook Surgeries. The PCN has been 
expanding its clinical team, bringing new benefits and better care to 
patients and relieving pressure on GPs. MHS now has two clinical 
pharmacists, one pharmacy technician, two social prescribers, two care 
coordinators and one paramedic. The role of each team is as follows: 
 
Pharmacy Team: Medication queries and advice; carrying out annual 

medication reviews; providing medication advice to GPs; 
carrying out mandated audits; and quality improvement 
projects. 

 
Social Prescribing Team: Helping to identify practical, social and 

emotional needs affecting health and wellbeing; linking 
people to existing community resources, particularly people 
with one or more long term conditions, and those who need 
support with low level mental health issues, are lonely or 
isolated and have complex social needs which affect their 
wellbeing. 

 
Paramedic Sees various conditions and issues e.g. rashes, chest 

infections, lumps, migraines, general pains, and high heart 
rate and wound issues. Also carries out home visits ahead 
of a GP visit to take vitals and history. 

 
 



 
EMBRACING TECHNOLOGY 
 
MHS has been introducing new technology channels for patients to 
contact the surgery. 
 
The new digital telephone system offers more lines, no engaged tone, 
call queueing, a call back service, patient recognition and connection 
with the clinical system and call recording. 
 
eConsult can carry out a free online consultation via the internet at 
anytime from anywhere for a health issue. Visit www.morland-
house.co.uk, click ‘Contact us online’, complete the questionnaire and 
submit. Your eConsult will be viewed by a clinician and you will be 
contacted before the end of the following working day with the next 
steps. 
 
Contact MHS via the NHS App which is a free, secure tool that allows 
patients (aged 13+) to access NHS services on their smartphone or 
tablet. You can book appointments, order repeat prescriptions, choose 
which pharmacy to collect from, view your GP patient health record, view 
messages from MHS, register your organ donation decision, choose 
how NHS uses your data, etc. 
 
Use NHS 111 online to get instant advice or medical help near you. 
 
Other Technology Advancements are text messaging and emails, and 
text invitations to book appointments.  
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.morland-house.co.uk/
http://www.morland-house.co.uk/


 

ONLINE RESOURCES 
 FOR CLINICAL HELP 

 
Did you know that there are a number of local services to which you can 
make self-referrals without speaking to your GP? The Morland House 
Surgery website lists the various options. 
 
Visit Self-Referral at www.morland-house.co.uk. These are also listed 
below. 
 
Age UK Oxfordshire: www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire 
 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health: 
https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/camhs/ 
 
Connect Health Musculoskeletal Service: 
https://www.connecthealth.co.uk/services/oxfordshire/ 
 
Drink coach: Take the alcohol test at www.drinkcoach.org.uk  
 
Eye Problems and Emergencies: https://oxfordshireloc.org.uk/mecs/ 
 
Find a psychological therapies service in England: 
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/mental-health-services/find-nhs-
talking-therapies/ 
 
Go Active Oxfordshire: www.getoxfordshireactive.org 
 
Healthier Together app and website: 
www.oxfordshire-healthiertogether.nhs.uk 
 
Healthy living Oxfordshire (Beezee): https://oxf.maximusuk.co.uk 
 
Marie Stopes reproductive services:  https://www.msichoices.org.uk/ 
 
Maternity, child & neonatal records: www.badgernotes.net 
 
NHS Diabetes Prevention Programme (NHS DPP): 
www.england.nhs.uk/diabetes/diabetes-prevention/ 
 

http://www.morland-house.co.uk/
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire
https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/camhs/
https://www.connecthealth.co.uk/services/oxfordshire/
http://www.drinkcoach.org.uk/
https://oxfordshireloc.org.uk/mecs/
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/mental-health-services/find-nhs-talking-therapies/
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/mental-health-services/find-nhs-talking-therapies/
http://www.getoxfordshireactive.org/
http://www.oxfordshire-healthiertogether.nhs.uk/
https://oxf.maximusuk.co.uk/
https://www.msichoices.org.uk/
http://www.badgernotes.net/
http://www.england.nhs.uk/diabetes/diabetes-prevention/


 

NUPAS (national unplanned pregnancy advisory service): 
https://www.nupas.co.uk/ 
 
Oxford Association for the Blind: https://www.myvision.org.uk/ 
 
Oxfordshire Mind: www.oxfordshiremind.org.uk 
 
Oxfordshire Sexual Health Services: 
https://www.sexualhealthoxfordshire.nhs.uk/ 
 
Oxfordshire Social Services: 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/social-and-health-care 
 
Podiatry: https://www.buckshealthcare.nhs.uk/documents/podiatry-self-
referral-form/ 
 
Papyrus – prevention of young suicide: https://www.papyrus-uk.org/ 
 
Sleepio – programmes to treat insomnia:   
https://www.sleepio.com/sleepio/nhs/391#1/1 
 
Stop smoking: www.stopforlifeoxon.org 
 
Suffering hearing loss: https://www.oxonbucks-nhs-audiology.com 
 
Support for Carers: www.carersoxfordshire.org.uk 
 
Talking Therapies: www.nhs.uk/mental-health/talking-therapies-
medicine-treatments/talking-therapies-and-counselling/ 
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❖ Parish Directory   ❖ 
 

 

PARISH COUNCIL 
email: cuddesdon.dentonpc@gmail.com 
 

Evie Bennett 15 Denton Hill, Cuddesdon 
Stuart Flockton 1 Orchard View, Cuddesdon 
Chris Luke Oak Tree Cottage, Denton 875551 
Arthur Smith-Fitchett The Orchard, Cuddesdon 876048 
Philip Spinks The Granary, 1 Dove House Lane, Cuddesdon 
Louisa Vincent The Stables, Church Road, Cuddesdon 
Clerk: Vacant 
 

 
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
County Tim Bearder 07789 754727 
Councillor tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 

 
SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
District Sam James-Lawrie 
Councillor sam.james-lawrie@sounthoxon.gov.uk 
 

 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
P. Rutt Co-ordinator Denton 874402 
R Baylie Parkside 872340 
J Bennett Wellbourne 874582 
J Cook Cuddesdon 874416 
J Luke Denton 874440 
G O’Shea Chippinghurst 07774 700073 
 

 
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE 
email: villagehall.cuddesdon@gmail.com 
 

 
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
Secretary: Jackie Redgwell  07443 519951 
 

 
SURGERY 
Morland House, London Road, Wheatley 872448 
Pharmacy  874047 

http://cuddesdon.dentonpc@gmail.com
mailto:tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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