
CUDDESDON AND DENTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

FIREWORKS RISK ASSESSMENT 
 

October 2022 
    

Hazard / Risk 
 

Who is at 
Risk? 

 

How can the 
hazards cause 

harm? 
 

Normal Control Measures 
 

Are Normal Control 
Measures Y/N/NA 

In Place Adequate 

Injury caused by 
fireworks 
Inadequate space 
 
Spectators use 
fireworks 
 
Unauthorised use 
of display fireworks 
 

All Property 
damage/fire 
 

Burns 
 
Cuts / abrasions, 
muscular skeletal 
and other physical 
injuries 
 

• 50m x 25m space has been allowed for the firing 
area. 

• A dropping zone for spent fireworks of 100m x 50m 
is in place in a downwind direction (check weather 
conditions) 

• Spectators are to be kept back on the opposite side 
from the dropping zone at least 25m from the firing 
zone. 

• The area has been checked and is free from 
obstructions such as trees, overhead power cables 
and well away from buildings. 

• There is a suitable area for firework storage 
inaccessible to public. 

• The firing area is supervised once the fireworks are 
set up. 

• The fireworks lighting team have received a briefing 
from the fireworks supplier and have been 
responsible for letting off the fireworks for more than 
ten years. 

• Spectators will not be allowed to enter the site with 
their own fireworks. 

• Spent firework cases will be gathered, and the site 
will be checked at first light for partly spent 
fireworks. 
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Injury caused by 
bonfire 
Inadequate space 
Collapse 
Excessive sparks 
 

All Property 
damage/fire 
 

Burns 
 
 

• Separation will be maintained between bonfire and 
spectators. 

• The bonfire will be built away from the display area 
and a minimum of 20m from any building, road etc. 

• Undergrowth and rubbish will be cleared away.  

• The bonfire will be kept to a manageable size. 

• No hazardous materials or refuse will be used. 

• The bonfire will be checked prior to lighting. 

• The bonfire will be supervised at all times. 
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Adverse weather All Property 
damage/fire 
 

Burns 
 
Cuts / abrasions, 
muscular skeletal 
and other physical 
injuries 

• There will be Increased separation from the 
fireworks and bonfire, and the safety line and 
barriers will be relocated. 

• If safe separation cannot be ensured, the display will 
be delayed or cancelled. 
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Y 
 

 

Fire 
Ignition of 
premises 
 
Small fires 

All Burns  
 
Property damage / 
loss  
 

• There will be adequate separation from buildings. 

• There will be adequate fire extinguishers. 

• The extinguishers will be positioned in appropriate 
places to allow quick access. 

• There will be an agreed emergency procedure in 
place and adequate marshals to control the crowd. 

• The Police and Fire Brigade will have been 
informed. 
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Crowd Control  
Crush injuries, 
panic, distress 
Separation of 
children from 
parents  
 
Overcrowding  
Inadequate space / 
exits  
Blocked exit routes 

All Fire evacuation 
hindered/unsafe 
access/egress  
 
Cuts / abrasions, 
muscular skeletal 
and other physical 
injuries 
 

Slips, trips and falls 

• The number of attendees will be kept to a safe 
maximum. 

• There will be designated entrance and exit points. 

• There will be an adequate number of supervising 
personnel. 

• Entrances and exits will be well lit and kept free from 
obstructions. 

• Spectators will not be allowed into the display area. 

• There will be barriers and adequate supervision to 
prevent unauthorised use and control access and 
egress 
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Insufficient or 
unsuitable first 
aid cover 

All Accident or injury,  
delayed assistance 
in emergency 

• There will be first aid equipment on site which will be 
close to use. 

• A designated qualified first aider will be available. 

• Mobile phones will be available. 

 
Y 
Y 
Y 

 

Inadequate 
welfare facilities    

All  • Toilets available in the village hall Y  

Vehicular access 
 
Ineffective 
pedestrian vehicle 
segregation 

All Cuts / abrasions, 
muscular skeletal 
and other physical 
injuries 
Broken bones 
 
Significant head / 
multiple injuries 

• Pedestrian walkways will be maintained. 
• There will be easy emergency service access. 

 

Y 
Y 

 

Surface of field / 
internal areas 
Slips, Trips and 
Falls 

All Cuts / abrasions, 
muscular skeletal 
and other physical 
injuries 

• Arrangements will be in place for clearing up and 
safely disposing of any litter left after the event. 

• There will be adequate external lighting. 

 
Y 
Y 

 



Supplying Food 
and Drink   
Poor standards of 
hygiene 
 
Physical 
contamination 
 
Incorrect storage of 
food 
 
Poor temperature 
control 
 

Personnel 
responsible 
for supply of 
food 

Salmonella 
Listeria 
Other illnesses 
 
Scalds from urns 
and kettles 
Scalds from hot 
drinks 
 

Personal hygiene 

• Food handlers will be excluded for 48 hours 
following illness. 

• Long hair will be tied back. 

• Personnel will wash their hands before handling 
food and after visits to the toilet etc. 

• There will be access to hand washing facilities, 
including warm water, soap and towels. 

• Cuts etc will be covered with waterproof adhesive 
dressings. 

 
Food Transport and Storage 

• Food will be covered wherever possible. 

• Where possible, food will be transported in sealable 
containers and keep covered. 

 
Food handling 

• Food will not to be accepted if there is a suspicion 
about the hygiene in preparation or storage prior to 
arrival.  

• The handling of ready to eat foods will be 
minimised. Tools (cutlery, tongs scoops etc) will be 
used where possible to handle food rather than 
hands. 

• High risk and raw foods will be kept apart at all 
times 

• Urns and kettles will be sited on firm level surfaces 
and will not be overfilled. 

• Frozen food will be properly thawed before cooking 

• Meat will be kept in a cool box or fridge until needed 

• Small portions will be cooked evenly and thoroughly  

• Cooked food will be kept separate from raw meat, 
and separate utensils will be used. 
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