


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON THURSDAY, 2ND APRIL 2026
AT CHUTE VILLAGE HALL


35/26 OPEN FORUM
4 members of the public were present.

Huw Lovesey questioned the road closure notice for Malthouse Lane regarding resurfacing work. Cllr Wall with speak to Grish Lohani, WCC Highways Officer, to clarify if the resurfacing work is in fact for the lane round from The Old Rectory past the Withers farmyard and down to the junction with the main green instead of going up Malthouse Lane out of the village. 

Huw Lovesey said he had requested the reinstatement of the white lines in Upper Chute on the MyWilts app.

[bookmark: _Hlk136944740]36/26 PRESENT
Cllr Wall (Chairman), Cllr Parr (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Hopton, Cllr Rudland, Cllr Marc McIntyre and Cllr Taylor (WCC). The Clerk was in attendance. 

37/26 APOLOGIES
There were apologies from Cllr Alderson and Cllr Chris Williams (WCC)

38/26 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

39/26 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held on 5th March 2026 were proposed by Cllr Hopton and seconded by Cllr Wall. The minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

40/25 PLANNING
PL/2026/01189 Fosgate House, Upper Chute – Construction of hard tennis court and fence - Support

PL/2025/03438 Cross Keys, Upper Chute – Amended plans for garage and change of land use – Object
There is no obvious difference to the original application, so the parish council’s original comments still stand. The current footpath and the proposed diversion are not shown on the site plan, and this is relevant to the siting of the new garage. There is no apparent biodiversity net gain regarding the change of land use.

PL/2021/05396 2 New Buildings, Chute Cadley – Referred to WCC Enforcement Officer
A Planning Enforcement Officer has visited the site. The owners are deciding how to proceed and once they have had a decision and feedback from the Enforcement Officer they will update the Parish Council.

41/26 COUNTY COUNCILLOR / WILTSHIRE POLICE REPORTS
Cllr Williams sent his apologies and did not submit a report. PCSO Rhupinda Kaur also did not send a police report prior to the meeting.

42/26 PARISH REPORTS
Highways (CW) 
Cllr Wall to speak to Grish Lohani, WCC Highways, to clarify the route of the proposed work in Upper Chute in case they have got the wrong stretch of road marked up for re-surfacing, which has happened before.

Footpaths/Rights of Way (AR/MA)
CHUT14 – Cllr Wall said we are waiting for Simon Withers to construct a simple barrier at the end of the footpath, back from the road verge.
King George Playing Field (CW)
Cllr Wall advised that KTF Football Club have still not sourced a 20ft storage container to be used for storage. Cricket starts in May and the playing field has had its first cut of the season.
Village Hall (CW)  
Cllr Wall advised that she is still awaiting quotes to repair the end roof gable. 

Allotments (MT)
The annual rent invoices have been sent and the majority of plot holders have already paid.
43/26 FINANCE 
The bank reconciliation and the corresponding bank statements were circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. Parish Council funds are £9,514.85 with £6,699.89 in the current account and £2,814.96 in the deposit account. These figures reconcile to the bank statements. The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation as a true record. 

The record of payments made and received since the last meeting is as follows:

Payments Made:
17/032026	Bank Charges					£    4.25
27/03/2026	Clerks Salary 					£260.00
27/03/2026	HMRC – PAYE				£  65.00
Payments Received:
23/03/2026	Griffiths – Allotment rent	 	£10.00
23/03/2026	Gregory – Allotment rent		£10.00
25/03/2026	Cummins – Allotment rent		£10.00
30/03/2026	Morey – Allotment rent			£10.00
Payments for approval via online banking:
15/03/2026	C Wall re. Ionis Subscription			£  16.80
27/04/2026	Clerks Salary 					£260.00
27/04/2026	HMRC – PAYE				£  65.00

IdVerde, who were contracted to cut the greens in Upper Chute last year, have finally sent credit notes for the 5 cuts which were invoiced but not carried out last July/August. This leaves a small o/s balance of £376 for September which it was agreed we should pay. The contract with IdVerde has now been cancelled.

The annual WALC subscription for £157.69 came through after the agenda had been finalised and posted so it was further agreed that this should be paid. 

[bookmark: _Hlk163482454]The above payments were proposed by Cllr Wall and seconded by Cllr Parr.
The annual internal audit with John Murray has been booked for Monday, 27th April 2026 in Winchester.
44/26 PARISH IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME
The signpost at the junction between Hookwood Lane and Forest Lane needs the base of the post to be re-concreted into the ground and the main post painted. It was suggested that the decorators coming out to paint the Village Hall chimney could be asked to paint the post.

45/26 CORRESPONDENCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
Unity bus service wrote to Cllr Wall testing the water for the interest in a weekly bus service on a Tuesday in and out of Andover leaving at 9.30 picking up from Tangley, the Chutes and Vernham Dean, returning later in the day. Unity is asking each parish for a £300 contribution per annum as there is no funding from Hampshire County Council for this service. The cost will be £6 for a return trip and free if you have a bus pass. To date Tangley Parish has not been contacted about this proposal. The Clerk will check to see if Vernham Dean and Hurstbourne Tarrant have been contacted. It was agreed that the service would have to be on a fixed annual contract. Cllr Wall will register our interest and seek further information.

The WCC Rural Gigabit Scheme has just launched, and we have also been approached by Wessex Internet who would like to come and make a short presentation at the Joint Annual Parish Meeting on 12th May 2026. The item will be added to the agenda. 


Ita Lafferty requested that the village greens become part of the No Mow May initiative to allow the daffodils to die back naturally to promote stronger growth the following year rather than being cut after flowering. It was discussed and agreed that the volunteers who mow the greens usually go around the daffodils but will be reminded to leave them uncut until early June.

Two new pages have been added to the parish website – one for the playing field and the other which gives general information about the parish, which has been lifted from the TVBC website. It contains information about the population, geography of the area and links to planning applications, house sales and historic places of interest. Cllr McIntyre has not been able to speak to Simon Falla about the possibility of taking down the old www.thechutes.org.uk website as Simon has been away.


The meeting closed at 8.27pm



The next meeting of Chute Parish Council will take place on
Thursday, 7th May 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall



