IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 30th August 2017 at Village Hall Irchester at 7.15p.m.

Chair
Pam Armstrong

Councillors

K Watts

 D May

P Smith

C Elliott

R Elliott

JP Carr

L Ellis Day
T Maguire   
D Shroll

L Brown

J Dunkley

The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were 27 members of the public present including NCC M Griffiths and BCW T Lloyd and 2 representatives from Mick George
Chair mentioned winning the cup for the Large Best Village Competition from ACRE and gave a short precis on the judges’ comments.

Apologies -   Apologies were received and accepted from:  - Cllr A May & M May 
17/34
DPI's – None declared LED stated that the organisation that she works for regarding planning application by Mick George was one of  their customers.  TM stated he would not speak on BCW planning application but on NCC application
17/35
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates
Police Stats – sent to councillors for May from the Police website.

RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders and extend the public session by a further 15 minutes in order to receive comments and questions regarding the landfill planning application for Gipsy Lane
It was stated that the Mick George representatives agreed to answer any of the public questions.  Questions raised were:

· Has the organisation carried out Radon testing? A – yes
· Have core and soil samples been taken? – A – yes bore holes were drilled in order to rule out any risk to health through to the water levels which were also tested.

· It there a details analysis of the soil content? – A yes the report is in the office

· Will the HGV’s used be diesel? – A – yes as the lorries are already on the roads 

· How will the dust be contained? – A – Dust will be suppressed by damping down with water.  Water will be contained on site and will be reused for the wheel washes.

· Can the inert waste be used for something else? – A – Topsoil has a value however subsoil, which is the inert waste, has no value at all but it is clean and checked on site before tipping.
· How will the mud on the roads be managed? – Lorries will be wheel washed and if necessary jet washed before leaving site.

Other comments raised were:

· Lack of public notification from Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) and the Parish Council

· Some reports supporting the planning application were 12 months old considering the Minerals and Waste policy at NCC was only adopted on 1st July 2017.  Documents were also quite long, conflicting and confusing 
· Local MP contacted to support objections

· No mention of any benefits for the community
· The number of HGV’s visiting and leaving site – 120 movements per day making 1 approximately every 5 minutes throughout the whole day.  
· Stretch of road where site entrance is located will cause traffic jams, may encourage overtaking of slow lorries and seen as a potential hazard

· Letters sent to 12 residents only from NCC on 21st August 

· No representative from Gipsy camp at the meeting

· HGV’s to affect residents of Little Irchester as all will travel down the A509 causing increased traffic and vibrations to buildings
· Adding inert materials would disturb the content of the current domestic waste already deposited in the ground
· Inert waste was not topsoil and the old topsoil removed would be replaced once area filled which was of poor quality and concern was raised that other areas of Gipsy Lane would be included in the landfill

· Reason for Irchester is due to over production in Ringstead of which that site needs to be extended
· Highway survey questionable as figures did not match those produced by NCC Highways
· The application states that lightening will be on the site which will be moveable.

The Chair thanked the public for their comments and Mick George for attending the meeting.

Standing Orders resumed

RESOLVED: Council agreed to discuss the NCC Mick George planning application whilst members of the public were still present – It was stated that the public can make comments to NCC up until the planning application is determined by NCC.  BCW may discuss the planning application at their meeting to be heard on 4th October but this was not yet confirmed.
After discussion it was RESOLVED to send objections to NCC regarding the planning application for the following reasons:

· The site in Irchester was not included in the NCC Minerals and Waste Local Plan adopted in July 2017 which covers the period up to 2031 and states that there are sufficient sites available up until this time.

· It does not conform with Policies 14, 16, 18, 19, 21 & 23 of the NCC Minerals and Waste Local Plan

· It conflicts with in particular with paragraphs 5.30, and 5.77 to 5.81 of the NCC Minerals and Waste Local Plan

· The proposed 120 HGV movements per day will affect Little Irchester and no consideration was taken into account regarding lorry movement in regards to the local events that take place at the nearby Santa Pod and Irchester Country Park which use Gipsy Lane and may cause traffic jams and a back log of vehicles onto a main road.

· No consideration was given to a pull in to turn right off the highway on Gipsy Lane.  Possible safety issue with respect to the considered entrance to the site in particular to cars overtaking the lorries on the Gipsy Lane could result in serious accidents happening. Likewise safety issues with car drivers on the Gipsy Lane giving way to lorries entering and exiting the site could cause delays and accidents. This concern regarding traffic particularly applies as traffic backs up from the gypsy lane roundabout up the gypsy lane during rush hour and may cause even more issues with traffic visibility on dark mornings and evenings.
· Methane testing of the whole of the Gipsy Lane site is still on-going and no evidence of how this proposed site could impact on this

· Any sub-contract lorry drivers may not adhere to the Mick George policy and travel through the village and concern is raised on how would this be monitored and policed by them. 

· Flood lighting would cause extra noise from generators and impact on nearby houses. No lighting report has been submitted that clarifies the impact of the noise and lighting that could affect nearby residents, the SSSI, SPA and Irchester Country Park which is a wildlife site

· Documents produced and presentations received from Mick George contradicted themselves regarding lorry movements. The Transport Assessment states 120 HGV movements per day being 60 loads. The Noise Assessments states some 30 loads per day – 6 in and 6 out per hour. The Parish Council was informed by a presentation they had by Mick George in April 2017 it would be 50 lorries per day. 

· The Noise Assessment carried out was not robust as the timescale was short (2 ¾ hours) and not over a longer period. It was also not taken from the rear of properties either on the Gipsy Lane.  Noise could also affect wildlife and those sheltered at Animals in Need and the Cat Homes located on Gipsy Lane. No sound assessments were taken from within these locations. Also the noise assessment is based on 30 loads per day and no other projections which include 120 HGV moments. 

· No Dust Action Plan has been produced to confirm how the dust will be managed and contained and what affect it could have on residents. 

· No Environmental Assessment has been carried out which highlights the core samples of the content of the landfill already in the former quarry and what the importation inert material on top of this may be hiding. Likewise there were no Radon Gas report or possible pollution reports. 

· The Landscape Visual Impact Assessment does not state the height from which the views were taken with a camera and it did not take into account the detrimental impact on the view from the Wellingborough Crematorium that looks directly towards this site across the Nene Valley as a valued view from a high receptor. 

· Health and Wellbeing could be affected by noise, dust, vibration and stress for humans, animals and wildlife and there is no overall assessment reports that mentions the detrimental effect of the operational aspects of the site.

· Concern was raised regarding mud left on the roads and highways safety and management of this mud. 

· The Council objected to the proposal to Saturday working due to regular events taking place in Irchester Country Park, Irchester itself and Santa Pod in Podington of which all use Gipsy Lane for traffic and the impact of weekend disturbance to local residents and householders near to the site

· The parish council agree that there should be a Local Liaison Group if this application is approved through the planning process

· There was no mention of S106 monies or benefits for the Irchester or Little Irchester community from the proposed application 
17/36
Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 28th June 2017 were agreed as true records.  
17/37
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· War memorial meeting – agenda item

· Section 50 licence – additional roads requested – awaiting confirmation

· Leaflet re Hilton Hall – sent to residents

· Information regarding cleaning the War memorial – agenda item

· Hearing survey - completed

· Sound system – agenda item

· Quotes regarding parsons hall car park trees – agenda item

· Recreation group meeting – To be arranged
17/38
Financial matters
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a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £5086.61 for July and £5018.80 August 2017 be approved.  
b)
The bank statements £125,044.06 for Unity and Nationwide for August 2017 were noted.
c)
RESOLVED that Cllr L Brown and JP Carr authorise the bacs payments for August
17/39
Recreation Grounds
a) Equipment being monitored.
17/40
Highways – 
a) Items to be discuss at the next meeting being – it was stated that there were a great deal of pot holes still in Edward Road that had not been repaired and that there were a number of areas with white markings on to be repaired in other areas.  The weeds had also returned in London End gutters.
b) Section 50 licence – the additional street requested to be added to the section 50 licence were Wollaston Road
Farndish Road, Woodlands Road, Arkwright Road, High Street & London Road.  NCC to audit the roads for where the signs can be placed.  NCC will be placing a post along Chester Road in order for the sign to be placed there in the future.
c) The enhancement gang had attended the village however all tasks requested were not carried out. They cleared gutters in Daniels Road Little Irchester but weeds now returned.  It was stated that NCC had been contacted and, if possible, the Enhancement Gang would return at a later date
d) Trees in Arkwright need to be trimmed near the light RESOLVED to have trees cut for £250.00 plus VAT.
17/41
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) Parking problems within Little Irchester.  It was noted that there were weeds in the gutter near to the zebra crossing
b) Request had been made for the repair of the village planter and if new plants could be placed in it.  It was agreed to look into purchasing some perennial plants that were low maintenance and also to look at the cost for the stones to be replaced.
17/42
Planning

· 17/00040/WASFUL – Land of Gipsy Lane Importation of inert waste materials – objections raised see above
· WP/17/00382/FUL – Demolition of conservatory to single storey and two storey extension – 53 Gipsy Lane – no objections
· WP/17/00450/FUL - 2 storey extension to side of property -17  Grange Close, Irchester, - no objections
· WP/17/00478/FUL - Single storey side and rear extension. - 2 Manton Spinney, Knuston Spinney, Irchester, no objections
· WP/17/00466/FUL - Extension and alteration to existing garage for conversion to 2 studio flats and integral parking – Garage Rear 41 Newtown Road, Milton Road, Little Irchester, - objections raised as the application contravenes policies 2 and 8 of the NNJCS, the area is too small there is no parking or waste bin provision and the height is out of keeping with the street scape
· WP/17/00469/FUL - First floor side and 2 storey rear extension - 14 Pine Close, Irchester – no objections
· WP/17/00434/FUL - Nine additions units to existing traveller site-  Caravan Site, Gipsy Lane, Irchester – no objections
· WP/17/00464/FUL - Proposed 3 Bedroom & 2 Bedroom semi-detached dwellings with associated parking - re-submission -  Land Between 75A And 75 B, High Street, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, - objections raised in that the application is overpowering of the area and out of keeping damaging the settings of the nearby listed buildings.  Contravenes policies 2 & 8 of the NNJCS.  Concerns regarding the trackway and highway access from a blind exit.
· WP/17/00514/VAR Solar Farm extension Little Irchester – Agreed with the extensions and requested that the annual community grant funding also increase in line with the extended time.
· WP/17/00507/FUL – Conversion for single detached house – Congregational Hall Lt Irchester – objections as this would be a loss of a community asset, the layout is detrimental to the street scape, and rendering is not in line with other buildings and problems with parking within the area.
· WP/17//00542/FUL - Proposed Alterations and extension 57 Arkwright Road, Irchester – no objections
· WP/17/00541/FIL - Vehicular access 68 Station Road, Irchester – no objections
· WP/17/00519/FUL - Conversion of the existing redundant pump house into a facilities building for use by the associated fishing syndicate - re-submission following the refusal of WP/17/00058/FUL Former Pump House, London Road, Little Irchester – objections raised.  The pc agrees with the Highways and Environmental Agency comments.  The area should not be used for overnight parking, caravanning or camping as this would be detrimental to the SSSI and SPA.  Concern was also raised regarding the sewage and waste management as the proposal was on a flood plain.
17/43
Neighbourhood Plan

No further progress at the moment. Need feedback from stat consultees that have been addressed but cannot move forward until information received
17/44
Cemetery/War Memorial

a) Registrars report sent to Cllrs
b) It was decided not to proceed with the cleaning of the war memorial
c) War Memorial garden – discussion took place regarding the upgrading of the War Memorial garden and it was agreed to remove the rose bed and add manure to the area then add perennial plants in drifts which would flower at different times. Once this had been achieved then colourful annuals could be added each year if required. The cost of the manure was free and the plants required would be approximately 106 at £2.75 per plant.  It was agreed to allocate £400.00 towards the project and to set up a working group to do the work.
RESOLVED to cut back or remove the silver fir so that the war memorial can be visible
17/45
Community Issues

a) It was stated that the nomination form to register the Congregational Church and Hilton Hall at Little Irchester as a Community Asset had been refused by Borough Council of Wellingborough.  

b) Trees in Parsons Hall car park – several contractors had been approached regarding the trimming of the trees in Parsons Hall car park.  It was agreed to accept the quotation to trim the trees.
c) Discussion took place regarding the removing of the old sign post and replacing it with a new one.  It was resolved to accept the quotation of £250.00 in order to have the work carried out.

d) Discussion took place regarding the proposals for submitting an application for grant funding from BCW.  It was suggested to apply for the resurfacing of the village hall car park and the resurfacing of the footpaths in the cemetery. 
e) Best Village Competition – the village had won the largest village category for 2017 and were awaiting a cheque for £250 to be spent on a community project yet to be agreed. Agreed that the certificate be placed on the wall in the village hall. Cup to be on display at the village show.  Cup could also be displayed around the village.
f) Remembrance Day Service to be organised for Irchester and Little Irchester – Reach out church to lead the service in Irchester.  Everything else in progress T Partridge Underwood asked to do Little Irchester Service and the Mayor had been booked. The poppy wreaths had been received 
g) Hearing system for the parish council meetings.  It was agreed to defer to next meeting.
17/46
Correspondence

· Suggestion was made for the pc to receive a presentation for councillors regarding information on Unity Councils. It was agreed to arrange this
· Invitation to NCALC AGM had been received for 7th October.
· NCC Mineral & Waste Plan adopted 1July 2017 – copies available online

· Grit bins – information received from NCC stating that several grit bins had been damaged and one would be removed and 2 monitored
17/47
Exclusive to Public and Press

RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.

· Hilton Hall – discussion took place regarding the purchasing of Hilton Hall of which it was agreed to write to Harwood’s stating that the pc was interested in the building and would need to arrange a valuation/surveyors report before proceeding any further.
The meeting closed at 10.10pm

Chair
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