                                                       TONG PARISH COUNCIL
       Minutes of meeting held on 22 nd January 2024 at the Village Hall at 7pm
Present   Cllrs Paul Fisher (Chair), David Williams (Vice-Chair), John Moore, Helen Owen, Helen Rutter
In attendance     Three members of the public
The resignation of Mrs Annice Dixon was accepted with regret and the usual procedure for a vacancy had begun. Cllr Fisher conveyed thanks for her service.
1. There were no declarations of interest.
2. Public Time   Concerns raised were old campervans frequenting Hubbal Lane, suspicious activity at the farm premises and thefts of heating oil. Cllr Fisher to speak to PSO Sam Newbrook. Frustration at the missing signs on the A41.
3. The minutes of the meeting held on 25th September 2023 were agreed and signed.

4. Matters arising     Refusal of amended plans for Lizard Mill Farm was difficult to understand.  
The only option available to the applicant would appear to be to take the issue to Appeal. 

Site meeting, Newport Rd. with the Traffic Engineer- double yellow lines were discussed . Cllr Rutter had a photo of the HGVs for the Clerk to forward . Funding for speeding on Offoxey Rd was anticipated on the 1st April. Signage on the A41 was again raised.
 
Travellers site, Tong Forge The National Planning Policy Framework had been updated  (Dec 19th). Nomadic status had been reclassified. As Lezley Picton had not made the promised contact with the Chairman we would ask if she could explain the policy difference and the position as April 25th neared to reassure our residents.  There were similarities to the site in Shifnal but also specific differences.
5. Planning 23/05423/LBC Tong Hall  Replacement door and windows in traditional materials.  No objections.
Local  Plan  Shropshire Council had yet to supply information requested by the Inspector thus pushing the timescale into 2025/26. They would need to re-engage the public and perhaps  start again.
Shifnal was frustrated with the lack of liaison with Shropshire Council over parking.
Toilet provision at the Church   Sewerage issues needed to be resolved before any progress could be made.
Xmas Lights Mr Hopson and his neighbours were thanked for the lovely display.
Fly tipping  Issues were still being reported.  Since the double lines prohibited parking the bin was being used to dump refuse sacks by its side . Request its removal to the other side, by the Church where it could be used for normal litter.
6. Precept 2024/5
It was agreed that planning  consultancy for the Travelllers site be taken from V Festival funds as it was in the interest of residents. The clerk’s salary had been set more realistically and a 4% increase in the precept to £4,732 was agreed. 
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7. Accounts  
Resolution to move account:  There was an underspend in reserves due to delays in the Local Plan and good housekeeping giving concern  that the Lloyds Bank Business Account was yielding a very low rate of interest compared to competitors. It was resolved that surplus funds be transferred to the Dudley Building Society on a notice account.  

Approved payments:
Clerk’s salary and expenses  £1,162.01       Hall rent, January  £20
Printing          £55.61
Refund: SALC AGM   £10

8. Supplementary to Agenda
Light for A41 turning   Located opposite the AD 2000 wall next to the pumping station the light had  been knocked down twice  and removed making the manoeuvre  hazardous.
The Village Hall key was now in a key -tainer as required by the Insurance company.
The Clerk would apply for the official  portrait of the King for the Hall.
Problems could be reported on ‘Fix My Street’ by anybody. It could be found with the Shropshire Council website and was easy to navigate (and effective).
9. Date of next meeting

      
            Mon 20th May 2024 at 7pm The Annual Parish and the Annual Parish Council meetings.


Signed:

Date:




   	
