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NEWSLETTER
Planning Updates

Many of you have reported that the yellow
planning notices posted outside properties
applying for planning permission are hard
to spot. Sometimes residents have even
been unaware of a neighbouring planning
application until it is too late to object. Our
Parish Councillors have also found this to be
the case when making site visits and always
report any poorly posted notices to TWBC.
The good news is, there are other ways to
find out about planning applications where
you live. You can sign up for alerts on the
TWBC website – www.tunbridgewells.
gov.uk – for planning and other services
too. And you can also continue to sign
up for planning alerts from SPC at
www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

Another frustration – which we and other
local parish councils share – arises when
TWBC approve an application, despite an
objection by the SPC planning committee.
TWBC have now recognised this and agreed
to give an extra three days for Parish
Councils to respond when a provisional
decision has been made that goes against
their objection. We aren’t sure how this will
work yet but it’s a step in the right direction
and we’re looking into the best way to use
these three days to our advantage.
If you have any questions, please
email
Kate
Harman,
asst.clerk@
speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

How to Contact us
While staff will combine home and office
working for the next few months, it won’t
be possible to drop in and visit us for now.
You can still call us on 07760769513* or
email clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk.
If you do need to speak to us in person,
please get in touch to make an appointment.

*This is our mobile number. Due to
reduced office hours, we won’t always be
able to check for messages on our landline
answerphone.

A new PCSO
in Speldhurst
Parish
Jay Burt is the
new PCSO for
Speldhurst Parish
and we have been
in
touch
with
him about the
best way he can
serve our parish
villages of Ashurst,
Langton
Green,
Old Groombridge
and Speldhurst. We hope you will see him
out and about on his rounds before long. It
was also suggested at a recent Full Council
meeting that PCSO Burt join the next
Speedwatch session both as an additional
deterrent to would-be ‘speeders’ and so he
can see for himself the problem we have
with speeding vehicles in in the parish.
More on Speedwatch below.
If you have any issues you would like to
raise with PCSO Burt, you can email him at
Jay.Burt@kent.police.uk . For emergencies,
please continue to call 101 or 999.

Litter picks
Thank you to those who helped with the
litter pick organised by Langton Green
Village Society in the summer. We are keen
to organise litter picks elsewhere in the
parish, but with Covid-19 restrictions back
in place, will wait until we can safely do so.
There are, of course, many unsung heroes
doing their own litter picks most days –
wouldn’t it be lovely if they didn’t have to?
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FOR REGULAR UPDATES ON ALL OUR ACTIVITIES VISIT OUR WEB SITE
www.speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

Welcome to a notso-new Councillor...
We recently welcomed Ed Langridge to SPC as a Parish
Councillor. A Langton Green resident for 35 years, many
of you will know Ed as the retiring Chairman of Langton
Green Village Society. He also chairs the Langton Green
Car Club and is Deputy Chair of the national Charity 3H.
Ed previously enjoyed a very productive seven-year stint
at SPC from 2008-15, so we felt most fortunate to co-opt
him for a second time at our July full council meeting.

... and farewell to our
Vice-Chairman
Rupert Milner resigned at our October full council meeting after
an impressive eleven years as a Parish Councillor, nine as viceChairman. We are all sorry to see Rupert go, he has always been
the epitome of what a Parish Councillor should be and has been a
tremendous support to the Chairman. He has also been extremely
hands-on in leading the team of volunteers that maintain our
parish footpaths, mending fences, gates and stiles and clearing
paths for residents to enjoy. We would like to say a big thank you to Rupert and wish him
and his family well.
This means there is now a vacancy for a Parish Councillor at SPC. If you’d like to know
more about this role, please contact the Clerk (contact details below).

Speeding and Speedwatch
We all noticed just how much vehicles
increased their speed during lockdown.
This started in the early days when there
were very few cars on the roads and
drivers thought they could ‘get away with
it.’ Sadly, the speeding has continued and
when the Community Speedwatch team in
Langton Green recently carried out their
duties by the War Memorial, they clocked
over 40 cars driving more than 30 mph in a
period of only 45 minutes. The Speldhurst
Speedwatch team also collected over 3
pages of speeding data in an hour. This will
be collated in a central database and repeat
offenders will be contacted by the police.

what can be done to calm traffic across
the parish. It is always worth reading
the recent minutes from our Highways
Committee meetings, which can be found
on the website under ‘2020 Meeting
Minutes.’ This will help you understand
exactly what SPC are doing to tackle traffic
and road safety issues. Or why not attend
the next Highways meeting yourself? Email
Chris May, clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.
gov.uk to find out more.
In the meantime, with more traffic on the
roads and the children back at school, it
is important for everyone’s sake that the
speed limit is adhered to.

We are aware there have been lots of
conversations on social media about
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Rubbish and
Fly-Tipping
During lockdown, the refuse teams
responsible for emptying public bins
reported overflowing household waste
items, including hoovers, dangerous
chemicals and children’s toys. On their
behalf, we ask you to deal with your
domestic waste in the usual way, via your
green bin collection or by taking larger
items to the tip. Charity shops are currently
open, so anything that still has value can of
course be donated.
On the same theme, there have been
numerous instances of fly-tipping across
the parish. This is anti-social, unsightly,
harmful to wildlife... the list goes on.
It is also a criminal offence, punishable
by a fine of up to £50,000 or 12-months
imprisonment if convicted – really not
worth it.

Dates for
your Diary
Full Council Meetings will be held on:
• 2nd November
• 7th December
We will continue to hold meetings via
Zoom video conferencing for the rest
of 2020. Members of the public can
attend and will find joining instructions
on individual meeting agendas, which
are posted on our website and village
noticeboards. If you haven’t used
Zoom before and are unsure how to
join, please contact us for help.

This newsletter can be viewed on
our website; hard copies will also
be distributed at local shops in
Speldhurst Parish.
All enquiries to the Parish Clerk;
Chris May on 07760 769513 or at
clerk@speldhurstparishcouncil.gov.uk

