North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 Wednesday 19 July 2023

Present: Councillor   Agnew (Chairman)
              Councillors: Burnett, Duell, O Farrell, R Farrell, Henning, 
                                  Loftus and Spencer. 

In attendance:   I. Humphries       - Clerk
                          D. Rawling          }
                          J. Robinson        } Representatives of Melbury/Great Park
                          Cllr Ashby          - Newcastle City Council
                         
25.   Apologies for absence
           An apology for absence was received from councillor Mears. 

26.   Issues raised by members of the public/ ward councillor
         Ms Rawling was present to represent residents of Melbury, part of the Great 
       Park within the Parish Council boundary to seek the Parish Council’s help in the   
       area being formally adopted by the City Council having been built in 2003 and 
       still not adopted. 

Mr Robinson was present to speak of his concerns regarding what he believed to be financial irregularities within the Great Park Consortium. Members noted that the issues he raised were in respect of the Great Park development outwith the Parish Council boundaries. He was advised that he should request to address Newcastle City Council at a meeting of Full Council.

Members agreed to seek a meeting with ward councillors and then to seek a meeting with representatives of the Great Park Consortium to press for adoption of the Melbury area.

27.   Ward Councillor Update
Councillor Ashby advised members as follows –
· Adoption of Melbury, the City Council was undertaking a fundamental review of the issues. He also understood that standards relating to highways had not been met, slowing down the adoption process.
· A complaint had been received regarding graffiti on the bus shelters.
· A wrad-wide meeting was to be held in the autumn to discuss what can/cannot be recycled.
· Review of City Council ward boundaries was to be undertaken which would include consultation of a wide range of organisations, including the Parish Councils within the city. The outcome of the review would be implemented with all-out city elections in 2026.

28.    Minutes
         The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 June 2023    
         were confirmed as a correct record.

29   Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting 
There were no matters arising from the previous meeting not already on the agenda for this meeting.

30.  Police Matters
      Members were advised of a new police officer for the area. The Clerk undertook to invite the officer to future meetings. The Chair advised that he had re-registered for the speed-watch scheme.

31. Correspondence
· Members noted a meeting was set up for 13 September with the City Council Chief Executive to meet with Chairs and Clerks of the Parish Councils in the City.
· A request had been received for a contribution to the costs of the coronation event held earlier in the summer. While members were of the opinion that the request should be made before the event, a grant of £120 was agreed.

32. Financial Matters
Members approved the following payments,                                                                                                             
                                                                £
· Clerk (SO)                                              320.00
· Robertson (SO)                                      464.42
· HMRC (July)                                            80.00
· HMRC (Aug)                                            80.00
· Soil for Melton Park Planters                   45.50
· Grant for coronation event                     120.00
                                                  
33. Planning Matters
Applications in respect of the following properties were considered 
           
	2023/1090/01/TPO
	5 Beech Close: works to protect trees
	No objection

	2023/1070/01/TPO
	Larchwind, Fencer Hill Park: Works to protect trees
	No objection

	2023/1006/01/DET
	The Manor House, Brunton Park: installation of photovoltaic panels to southwest roof elevation
	No objection

	2023/0857/01/LDC
	10 Clayworth Road: Lawful Development Cerificate for proposed loft conversion
	No objection

	2023/0826/01/NPV
	Goals Newcastle, Racecourse: notification of prior approval for the installation of photovoltaic panels
	Noted


34. Member roles and responsibilities
Members reviewed the member portfolios and agreed the following -
	Trees and grounds Maintenance  
	Councillor Duell

	Bus Shelters                                  
	Councillor Loftus

	Planning
	Councillor Henning

	Footpaths and Highways / Speed-watch / Brunton Park
	Councillor Agnew

	Melton Park
	Councillor Mears

	Brunton Park
	Councillor R Farrell

	Melbury
	Councillor Burnett



35. Matters raised by Members
· Councillor Loftus undertook to deal with the graffiti on the Bus Shelters.
· Garden cuttings had been deposited on Hilton Green. It was agreed the residents be written to asking for this practice to stop.
· The collapsed walk in Walkworth Woods had been dealt with.
· The bus Shelters were in need of re-pointing.
· The Community Centre hall floor was being renovated over the next few days.
· The trees on GNR central reservation need attention
· The willow tree at 2 easedale avenue was covering the footpath/highway on Bowfield Road 
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