


ARDINGTON AND LOCKINGE PARISH COUNCIL
A&L (2019)NP 1
MINUTES of the Special Meeting of the Parish Council to consider a Neighbourhood Plan held in the Loyd Lindsay Rooms, High Street, Ardington, OX12 8PS at 7.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 20 November 2019.

	Present: Thomas Loyd (Estate owner), Julian Sayers (Estate Manager), Deborah Bryson (Senior Planner, Policy, Vale), Robyn Tobutt (Planner, Policy, Vale) 
Parish Councillors: Ron East, Nicola Hancock, Paul Gibbs, John Hedgecock, Derek Morrow and Hugh Roberts (Chair). Clerk: Clive Knights.

1. ACTIONS on the Clerk from the meeting:
1.1 To request from Deborah Bryson the name of the village engaged in a simple Neighbourhood Plan (NP).
1.2 To seek via email from Julian Sayers a copy of each of the 5 steering group reports used in the Estate Plan.
1.3 .To seek via email from Julian Sayers the objectives and policies that the Estate have in mind.
2. Background. After a welcome by the Chair and introductions, Julian Sayers gave the background to planning by the Estate.  The Estate had a good track record of working with the community and seeking employment opportunities as the farming activity declined.  In the 1970’s the buildings of Home Farm were used for craft businesses.  The Village Housing Community Trust (VHCT) built 56 houses to let.  An Estate Plan was published in 2000 based on reports from independent groups of residents reporting on a village design statement, and needs in housing, employment, amenities and the environment.  It listed development sites for housing and open spaces to preserve views.  The plan came close to being adopted by the Vale but NPs did not exist then.  
3. Neighbourhood Plans.  Deborah Bryson issued a 14 page “Introduction to Neighbourhood Planning”.  Eight NPs had been approved by an independent examiner and the Vale’s Council (page 2).  An NP becomes part of the Development Plan/Local Plan to 2031, gives extra detail and has to be considered.  Communities including local businesses have a right to prepare an NP (p 3 and 9) and received help from the Vale through a lead officer.  Grants of up to £2,000 were available.  An NP can be used to protect allotments and open spaces.  The community must vote to adopt the NP and a 50% + one vote in favour would lead to its adoption.  Communities take 18 months to 2 years to create an NP.  A road plan to an NP is shown on the website.  Ardington was a “smaller village” and not expected to provide growth in the population.  Lockinge was classed as “open countryside” with more stringent planning restrictions.  Ashbury’s NP was considered to be particularly good.  A&L were in an AONB which may mean that wind turbines, for example, would not be permitted.  An NP could not be used to change speed limits since they are subject to another statutory authority OCC.  An NP could include aspirations such as use of S106 funding, if it became available.  Village NPs might have different policies which clash and required resolution.  Where policies                  were introduced their intentions should be stated. There is no requirement to review an NP but use the same time period as the Local Plan to 2031, which was reviewed every 5 years.  
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Parish Council’s discussion.  The NP must be composed in such a way that it is clearly a community plan.  A&L seemed to be too small to offer job opportunities for young people.  Businesses should be encouraged to employ local people.  What the present percentage was could be sought in a questionnaire.  The sports pavilion was hardly used by residents.  Children have to go elsewhere for playgroups.  Two houses have been sold, one in Lockinge,. one in East and one in West, increasing the number of home-owners who put down roots.  The planning application for Red Barn was probably largely rejected because it was in open countryside. Bowls in LLR was likely to end because the participants may fall below 8 raising the subscription to more than £5 per person per night.  Modest growth was required.  The NP must consider the social context, amenities and landscape.
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