Stonham Aspal Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for Urgent Matters Only
held at 7pm on Tuesday 1st April 2025 at the Village Hall
Present: Cllr Emberson (Chair), Cllr Morley, Cllr Wright, Cllr Mullings, Cllr Mitson, Cllr Brooks
Attendance: Sam Pass (Clerk)

	25.37
	Member Absences - Cllr Betts

	25.38
	Declaration Pecuniary and non-Pecuniary Interest - None 

	25.39
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting on 4th March 2025
Those present at the meeting unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting for the above dates were an accurate record, and the Chair signed a copy.

	25.40
	Consideration of Reports by the District Councillor and County Councillor

County Councillor Matthew Hicks delivered his report and a copy can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/

District Councillor Nick Hardingham wasn’t in attendance, his report can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/


	25.41
	Contributions by Members of the Public – none


	25.42

25.42.1

25.42.2












25.42.3

	Planning

Consideration of Planning Applications – There were no applications to consider.

Decision Notices
DC/24/01026 | Full Planning Application - Erection of 1No dwelling and creation of new access (following part demolition of existing outbuilding). | High Elm Bungalow Crowfield Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AW – appeal APP/W3520/W/24/3354077 was granted 

DC/25/00124 Land To The Rear Of The Leas Quoits Meadow Stonham Aspal Suffolk – granted

DC/25/00185 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/03386 - Condition 5 (Gate and Boundary Wall) | Angel Hill Farm Norwich Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 5DN – granted 

DC/25/00827 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/02847 - Condition 4 (Biodiversity Enhancement Layout) | Ubbeston Hall Stowmarket Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AD – granted 

Other planning matters
Update from Cllr Emberson on the progress of the complaint against MSDC:
1. First Complaint: A complaint was submitted to MSDC on November 19th, and follow-up communication was sent on March 9th to state that no response had been received. The Ombudsman had not yet provided any advice on the matter.
2. Second Complaint: This complaint concerns planning enforcement investigating why 25 individuals are registered on the electoral register at Stonham Barns. No response was received within 4 weeks, so Cllr Emberson intends to follow up with the Ombudsman after 12 weeks.


	25.43

25.43.1





	Finance

Authorisation of payments – were agreed and the payment sheet signed by Cllr Emberson and Mullings:
Clerk salary for March £224.02
Clerk office expenses for printing £1.49
Amazon magnets £3.98
HMRC P30 tax payment £168.00
MSDC grass cutting 2024 £1027.42


	25.44

25.44.1












25.44.2

25.44.3

25.44.4

25.44.5

	To receive reports from Councillors assigned to the following:

People and Place Plan – Cllr Morley 
The working party reviewed and discussed comments received from the draft that had been presented at the last parish meeting, resulting in the following points:
1. The plan is now ready to be uploaded to the parish council website for wider resident viewing.
2. Cllr Emberson will promote the plan on Facebook as a live document. All parishioners are encouraged to review it, send questions to the Clerk and ask questions at the annual parish meeting on 6th May.
3. Members discussed how to reach parishioners without internet access. Cllr Emberson will consider this and possibly arrange for the plan to be printed and bound for easier viewing.
4. The next version will include a clear vision of what the plan is to achieve, how to get there, and how to engage parishioners. It's important to note that this is a parish plan, not a parish council plan.
5. There were concerns about the document’s length (45 pages), but it was agreed that it would be very difficult to shorten.  

Mickfield speed change by Cllr Wright – no longer relevant, to remove from agenda

Recreation ground by Cllr Betts – not in attendance

Village road closure by Cllr Emberson – no longer relevant, to remove from agenda

Village road safety – Cllr Emberson
There has been no communication from the school or the PTA regarding the recommendations that were put forward. If no updates are received, the item will be removed from the next agenda.

The parish council had discussed using a speed gun, and although they called for volunteers to help with its operation, there was not enough interest. The council plans to revisit the idea and review it again next year.


	25.45
	MSDC consultation on proposed changes to the Planning Statement of Community Involvement 
MSDC Planning are proposing to stop sending letters to neighbouring properties regarding planning applications to save costs. A consultation period has been opened, and a survey is available for feedback. The parish council has decided to oppose this change, emphasising that sending letters is crucial for effective communication about planning matters and should remain the responsibility of the planning authority. Clerk to complete the survey on behalf of the parish council.


	25.46
	Parish Council visit to Stonham Aspal Football Club
Last week's meeting at the football club and communities officer covered several key points. The sports pavilion is expected to be handed over to the club around May 1st, but football won't start until September due to drainage system issues. The club plans to have both a youth and adult pitch and is now looking for players. Changing rooms are also available.
Cllr Emberson proposed that the parish council visit the site to support the club's CIL application, focusing on the basics needed to get started, not an extensive wish list. A future application may be made for additional items. The provisional date for the visit is set for April 28th at 11am. Additionally, the sports and social club committee has yet to be formed.


	25.47




	To note any communications
· People and Place Plan is now available to view on the parish council website
· Thank you for using the dog fouling bin, if full please take waste home
· Annual parish meeting and annual parish council meeting date
· CIL application reminder with a deadline of 6th May for consideration on 3rd June


	25.48
	Update on any other matters arising from previous meeting
Cllr Morley suggested the review of the gov.uk domains, which were originally voted against.  To include on the agenda for June.


	
	Chair closed the meeting at 8.45pm



Sam Pass, Clerk & RFO to Stonham Aspal Parish Council, Sapc.clerk@yahoo.co.uk, 07/04/202
2 | Page

