
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 6th January 2026 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Steve Trice (ST), Joanne Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC). 
In attendance:- 
County Councillor Will Boucher-Giles (WBG) and two members of the public.
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from District Cllr Nigel Simpson (NS), Cllr Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair) and Cllr Mike Kirby (MK).  
KG chaired the meeting in her capacity as Vice Chair.

2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

ST declared an interest in VHMC matters.    KG declared an interest in flooding matters.
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 2nd December 2025 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the minutes on the web.  

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.34)

WBG had nothing to report re OCC; but confirmed that the elections would not be deferred and would take place on May 7th 2026.  There was no news from District Cllrs either.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.38)

A member of the public present raised the issue of damaged and dangerous stiles on the village footpath network.  
Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next meeting.  (ii)  SC to report these stiles on fix-my-street and forward the ref no’s to WBG so that he can monitor responses.  (iii)  SC to place news of the stiles on Facebook to inform residents.
6.  MATTERS ARISING (19.50)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.        
6.02
Spinney Developments  Matters were discussed.            

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  The planting of new trees in the spinney will take place on Saturday 28th February (MC and ST are unable to attend).  (iii)  JB is getting quotes for the replanting of the old play area, which should be carried out in March to April.    
6.03
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a detailed discussion. 

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The planting day for the trees around the new pond, organised by River Thame Conservation Trust, will take place on Tuesday January 27th.  (iii)  Cllrs are to talk to Andrew Morsley of the Trust about aspects of the remedial work that has been carried out at the Fulwell Rd end of the village.  (iv)  SC is to ask MKB to write to the local MP concerning riparian ownership issues.  Nothing further has been heard from Tony Brummell (CDC) yet.  (v)  SC is to continue chasing up the remaining Mere Rd issues with Scott White (SW) OCC, there has been no reply over the holiday period.  (vi)  SC is to again request a gulley cleaning list and schedule.
6.04
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  The bridge is now open.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    
6.05
HS2 Funding for Play Area fence  The list of alternative funding opportunities is being explored.                    

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MC to continue exploring the options.  (iii)  This item is now to be called simply Funding for Play Area fence.                
6.06
Speeding  The issue was discussed.


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  RB is to put a ‘’slow down’’ sign on the front of the non-functioning VAS sign.  (iii)  The PC will then review the situation to see if it has improved. 
6.07
VAS Sign  This issue was discussed.  It is hoped the posts will be installed in February.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to ask GCM if a councillor can be present at the site visit to finalise locations.    

6.08
Tree Checks  The issue was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  JB will complete the list and forward it this month.    
6.09
.gov.uk Website and Emails  The issue was discussed.  The website is now a .gov.uk website.      


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  Any councillors who have not yet done so must send their preferred new email address to SC so that she can get them set up.     

6.10
Problem Vehicles  The matter was discussed.    


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to again contact residents concerning the outstanding vehicle issues.

6.11
Christmas Carol Service and Lights  The event went very well and was well attended.  

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  To leave the lights in the tree until next year.    
6.12
Volunteer Driver Service  JB and KG have still to check with residents.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

6.13
Verge Cleaning  This has been done.  Four bags of rubbish and some tyres were removed by RB.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.
6.14
MW.0037/23  As MKB is not present any submissions he has made on this quarry time extension app cannot be discussed.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  
7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.20)

The quarterly financial reports for October to December were presented.  Internal controls for December were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and any arriving since, was presented and signed.         
It was reported that there was £16,903.44 in the Treasurer Account and £5,404.61.00 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The figures for October and November are reported in previous minutes.
The following had been received during December:

£39.95 from CDC – PC share of clothing bin money

£142.62 from Sports Club – quarterly insurance contribution

The following had been paid out during December:

£14.87 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – Payment correction due to inaccurate direct debit - Nov)

£165.00 to Pop-up-pub (S137 – foam signs for village hall)

£11.99 to Hugo Fox (c/o Go Cardless) (General admin – internet costs – pcm subscription)

£5,614.78 to Elan City (Capital Expenditure – two VAS signs)
£374.25 to SC – (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website) 

£344.74 to Finmere Cricket Club – (S137 payment toward purchase of sight screen 1)

£72.60 to HMRC – (General Admin – income tax)

£14.87 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – Payment correction due to inaccurate direct debit - Dec)

£14.87 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – Payment correction due to inaccurate direct debit - Jan)

£344.75 to Finmere Cricket Club – (S137 payment toward purchase of sight screen 2)
The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – Salary/expenses/allowances/tax – January - £461.72 (LGA 1972 S112)

Cricket Club – contribution to sight screen 1 £344.74 (S137) – agreed under urgent business

Cricket Club – contribution to sight screen 2 £344.75 (S137) – agreed under urgent business

Two more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.

Citizens Advice Bureau – donation to charity £50.00 (S137) – agreed at December meeting
HSBC – bank charge for cheque use £1.00 (General admin) – regular schedule payment

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.  
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.29)
There have been no requests for S137.  Invoices, a planning letter and the new grass cutting contract had been decided under urgent business.     
Resolved (i) To note the position.    
9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.30)

No activity is reported.  There has been no quarry liaison meeting.  There has been some odour.  
Resolved (i) SC is to remind people through Facebook that they can and should complain to the EA. 
10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.32)
MK has reported that he has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  Other matters were discussed.            
Resolved (i)   SC to contact the Cricket Club and ask for more info on the accidents that have occurred due to rabbit holes appearing on the outfield.  (ii)  SC is to ask for a copy of the cricket club risk assessment – or a copy of the assessment made by league umpires at each match.  (iii)  If necessary the PC can discuss pre-match procedures that may need to be carried out.  (iv)  SC is to request incident reports on any accidents from the South Northants Cricket League.  (v)  SC is to contact the rabbit controller that the PC have used before and ask for the field to be culled.  

11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.37)
There are no new residents this month.                   

Resolved (i) To note the position.  
12.  PARISH CLERK HOUR’S DIARY (20.38)

The Clerk’s hours for the period 1 Oct 2025 – 31 Dec 2025 were presented.  They are slightly lower than the same quarter last year but consistent with previous year’s figures on an annual basis, allowing for the increase.    

Resolved  (i)  To note the position.
13.  ROAD REPAIRS (20.40)

The matter of items to be reported on fix-my-street was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  SC is to report a raised drain cover by the Jubilee Tree.  (ii)  SC is to report a section of Valley Rd.  (iii)  SC is to report the roundabout at the entrance to the village.  (iv)  SC is to send the code for all these reports to WBG so that he can monitor responses.

14.  PARISH PRECEPT REVIEW (20.45)

The matters of the budget for the current year, with revised estimates, and the probable budget requirement for next year were discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To keep the precept unchanged at £15,300, proposed MC, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC is to submit this figure to CDC.
15.  POLICY REVIEWS (21.00)

Both the Privacy Policy and the SARS Policy, a part of GDPR, were reviewed.

Resolved  (i)  The policies were kept unchanged, proposed MC, seconded ST, carried unanimously.  (ii)  SC to put the reviewed policies on the web.

16.  SPORTS PAVILION LEASE (21.05)

The lease was to have been finalised.

Resolved  (i)  As MKB is absent and the full regulation list has not been received the item will be carried forward to the February agenda.

17.  GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT (21.06)

The terms of the new contract were discussed and agreed under urgent business, but the process needs to be minuted.  
Resolved  (i)  The contract is agreed, with a monthly cut from March till October, 8 cuts in all, price £295+VAT.  Extra cuts can be requested if required.  Proposed RB, seconded JB, carried unanimously.  (ii)  The PC will pay for one spray of all kerbs, edges to be carried out in April to May at a cost of £175, proposed ST, seconded RB, carried unanimously.  This may be repeated if it proves successful.
18.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.10)
25/03134/AGN – Fuzz Field, Fulwell Rd – prior approval application for an open-sided lean-to on the side of an existing agricultural building – permission refused

Resolved  (i)  As the full information about the application was not available for inclusion on the agenda this application will have to be on the February agenda to satisfy transparency.

19.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.12)
Correspondence for meeting 

None

Emails printed 

Issues already covered on the agenda

Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on agenda

OALC December Newsletter – for info 

Traffic lights and road closure notices – for info

Kathryn Gash request for photos of overgrown and dirty street signs – see below
Phillip Rushforth confirmation of new code number for village hall key box – for info
Neighbourhood planning on Bloxham’s new plan – for info

OCC anti-smoking campaign news – for info

Coalition against Puy de Fou second letter – see below

Message from new NALC Chair – for info

Age UK winter appeal request for support – see below

Usual reports – for info 

Resolved (i) Cllrs are to provide photos of these signs to SC for forwarding to KG.  (ii)  The PC agreed to support this letter under urgent business.  (iii)  The PC will contribute £50 to this appeal, proposed JB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.

20.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.20)
Tree planting – Andrew Morsley is bringing volunteers, we will need as many locals as we can.  
Newsletter – The tree planting day needs to be in a newsletter; other subjects could include news of the grass cutting contract and the fact that less cuts may well produce a slightly less neat finish.  The defibrillator training date of February 14th could also be included along with news of the hopeful return of the milestone if a space filler is needed.
Street lamps – there is a lamp burning at odd hours, but this may just be as it is in gloomy shade.  

Salt bin – There has been a complaint about the condition of the salt in one of the salt bins made on Facebook.  

Resolved  (i)  JB is to ask the school if they would like to be involved.  (ii)  JB is to consider the need to provide refreshments.  (iii)  SC is to inform MKB of the newsletter subjects.  (iv)  RB will keep an eye on the lamp.  (v)  SC will try to find out which bin the complaint referred to.

At this point KG left the meeting and JB assumed the Chair.  Item 6.03 Flooding was then addressed.  

21.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.57)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday February 3rd 2026.  
Meeting closed at 21.58.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 

None
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