IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 26th March 2014 at Hilton Hall, Little Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

Miss L Brown


I French

Mrs J Gibson

Mrs A May
D May


C Painter


P Smith 

J Dunkley

K Clements
R Elliott
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There were approximately 7 members of the public present. 
Apologies  -  Resolved to receive and accept apologies from Cllr  M May, T Maguire and I Nunney. Cllr S Homer  from Northants County Council also gave her apologies
104/13
Declarations of DPI and other Interests
Cllr C Painter declared a DPI in respect of the pc flags as his company had purchased them on behalf of the council.
105/13
Minutes

Resolved  that the minutes of the meeting held on 26th February 2014 were agreed as a true record.
106/13
Public participation, police reports and NCC updates

The Chair stated that the public session was for 15 minutes only with individuals speaking for 2 minutes, however due to the planning it was agreed to extend the public session. She stated that the Council did not need to debate issues with the public and any comments they made regarding agenda items would be considered in the meeting.  The public could ask for items to be added to the next agenda.
Police Report - Statistics for February were previously circulated to councillors but no further information was available.
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Public comments - 
· Query on the progress of the proposed developments in Station Road and Chester Road - no further information had been received by the parish council.
· Could the parking bay opposite the Methodist Church be marked to allow 3 cars to park.

· 'Home made' dog signs have been placed in some areas of the village, this is fly posting.  Councillors to monitor the amount of fly posting.

· Query was made regarding the cables being installed in Little Irchester - It was thought that Western Power were replacing overhead cables to underground cables.

· Request was made for static speed camera along A509 - council stated that the area was covered with a mobile unit and that static cameras were not recommended or being installed as many had been switched off.

Chair thanked the public  for their comments.

107/13
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
88/13 - JD/PA/CP to meet regarding a Flood Plan for Little Irchester and use the information received from NCC.
90/13 - Chair to invite organisations to speak at the Annual Parish Meeting on 30th April

58/13 - Finance meeting to be arranged
101/13 - meeting for Street Watch/special constable recruitment to be arranged

108/13
Financial Matters

· Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £12,369.29 for March 2014 be approved.
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· The current financial statement of £123,594.88  was noted 
· It was agreed that Cllr L Brown and I French authorise the bacs payments for March 2014.
· Request had been made by Armstrong Rigg to re issue the cheque 300123 for £4703.50 as this had been misplaced.  They had agreed to pay any bank charges for the cancellation of the cheque.  RESOLVED to stop the original cheque and re issue a new one.
· Budget question was raised regarding the amount allocated for insurance.  Clerk stated that last year the pc received a double discount for returning to Aon and being members of SLCC however quotations had not yet been received for next year.  There was also a query from the insurers regarding replacement cost of council assets, in particular the war memorials.  A new memorial could cost in the region of £20k.  After discussion it was agreed to remove the war memorials from the insurance as it was felt that accidental damage was unlikely.
· Finance working party to arrange a meeting to discuss updates to SO's, Risk Assessment and Financial Regulation changes for recommendation to full council.
109/13
Recreation

· Cracked seats had been filled and painted








· The hydraulics on the gate in Little Irchester had been adjusted



· Dog signs had been purchased and needed installing.
· RESOLVED to purchase new chains and flat bed swings for one of the bays in the fenced section of Wollaston Road play area at a cost of £304.00

· Chain link fence had been placed in the play area in Bradshaw Way.  Council was unsure of the owners of then fencing so agreed to ask the maintenance contractor to remove it.

· Skate park - Money had been raised from a charity evening at the Indian Restaurant and also at the recent car wash.  It was stated that the youths were enthusiastic and well organised and made a superb job of cleaning all the cars.  There was currently £350.00 in the pot from community fund raising.  Other events include a disco and scalelectric  grand prix.  Donations have also been pledged from NCC S Homer, Labour Party and Gala Committee.  WBC S106 monies have also been allocated to the project.
· Mention was made of WBC S106/CIL projects to be discussed at the next meeting
· It was agreed to obtain a quotation for grass matting near to the path of the children's play area at the Rec.

· RESOLVED to accept the dates for the fair to attend the village subject to receiving insurance details, risk assessments and contingency plan for inclement weather and charge £250.00 per week.
110/13
Highways – 
· The Highway Warden report was noted placed on the councils website.  A traffic light system had been used which councillors found helpful.
· Agreed not to place a litter bin in Alfred Street
· Agreed not to proceed with the No Through road signs as this would cost the pc approx £124.00 each.
111/13
Little Irchester/Knuston
· The Highway Warden report was noted and placed on the councils website.  
· Yellow lines in Riverside court - a letter was being issued to residents regarding the installation of yellow lines on one side of the road in Riverside Court.  The pc were in favour of highways placing the yellow lines there as residents had allocated parking bays.

· It was stated that litter picking was not carried out correctly in the village and it was agreed that a letter be sent to Wellingborough Norse.

112/13
Cemetery

· The registrar report had been circulated and noted.
· The Commonwealth War Graves sign had been placed at the entrance to the cemetery
· Concern was raised regarding the litter accumulating near the War Memorial in Irchester.  It was agreed to write to Wollaston School asking for a representative to attend site, ask the Co-op to do regular sweeps and replace the 2 open topped litter bins.  It was stated that the Borough councillors were to organise a village litter pick.  The chair also stated that a volunteer community litter group could also be organised.
113/13
Planning

To receive planning application :
	WP/2014/0107/F
	Single Storey rear extension
	31 St Katherine's Way
	No comment

	WP/2014/00129/F
	Rear & Side extension
	59 Woodlands Road
	No comment

	
	
	
	


114/13
Correspondence

· Details had been received regarding the doctors days at the surgery
· Letter had been received regarding rubbish on the war memorial

· Consultation for the WBC local plan had been received however it was stated that the document was complex with many attachments and links to other sites.  Confirmation was required that NHP would be a statutory inclusion.

· ACRE - agreed not to renew subscription

· Request from National Co-ordinator of Local works to support the proposal by Seven Oaks to receive local business rates.

· Information from Whitworths regarding the dust problem.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55pm



Chair
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