



Chairman:	Cllr TaylorCHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors:	Cllr A Thomson; Cllr D Faulkner; Cllr Millard, Cllr J Hodder; Cllr D Faulkner
Clerk: 		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr R Gittins

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Cheswardine Parish Council held at the 
Parish Hall on Tuesday 21st June 2022

1	Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies & public participation 	608
Cllr Taylor welcomed everyone to the June Meeting, declaring it open at 7:30pm.  Two members of the public attended the Meeting.  Apologies were received from  Cllr Thomson.
A resident raised the matter of verge cutting with the Councillors with reference to an email he had copied the Parish Council into which had been sent to Shropshire Council raising concerns over cutting verges early in the season which prevents plants from having an opportunity to pollenate. He is hoping to have this matter raised at a higher/wider level.  Cllr Gittins responded that this matter has been subject to scrutiny reviews over the last 5 years and stressed that ensuring visibility near junctions and bends is vital however, straight stretches of road could be reviewed. He confirmed that he would take the matter back to Shropshire Council for discussion.  Cllr Taylor confirmed that the Parish Council has no control over verge cutting but can try to influence with assistance from Cllr Gittins. 	A second resident attended with a view to co-option onto the Parish Council and to report on the arrangements he has put into place for the MP’s visit on 25th June.  Helen Morgan will be undertaking a tour of some North Shropshire Towns over the coming weeks.  A tour will kick off the visit followed by a Q&A session for residents at the Red Lion. The new adult gym equipment will be officially opened during the visit. 

2	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct Members are reminded to declare any gifts and/or hospitality. (LGA 	1972 s94) - No declarations or requests were received. 
	
3	Co-option of Councillor
Councillors welcomed the applicant and were given a brief précis of his background. The applicant was asked to leave the Meeting whilst Councillors discussed his application.  Cllr Taylor proposed co-opting Mr Bentley to the Council, seconded by Cllr Faulkner, all agreed. Cllr Neil Bentley was asked to re-join the Meeting.  A declaration of acceptance of office form was duly completed. A form to return to Shropshire Council for the register of Members’ interests will be completed and returned directly to Shropshire Council. 

4	Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on  17th May 2022  (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. Cllr Hodder proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Millard, all agreed. Resolved.  The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 
Councillors confirmed that the had received and read the draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting.  Cllr Taylor proposed accepting these as a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Faulkner, all agreed. Resolved. 

5	Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
Cllr Taylor raised the Brownie Hut and employment committee which will be picked up later in the Meeting. 
6	Unitary Councillor’s report							607 
Cllr Gittins reported an LGA financial review took place last week with a cross party review.  They are awaiting a full report.  The Council’s finances are not great and rather precarious.  The main challenges faced come from meeting the costs of adult social care and childrens’ services which take up c85% of their annual budget.  They have good governing arrangements however need to be bolder when lobbying Government for funding.  The A Safety Campaign meeting will take place in Hinstock on 27th June at 7pm.  

7	Housekeeping 
a)	Allotments – Tenancy agreement (Small holdings & Allotments Act 1908 ss 23,26,42)
The Clerk reported that she has not received a signed agreement from the PCC as yet. 

b)	Social Media – update from Cllr Taylor re PC’s Facebook page
Cllr Taylor reported that he has ordered some business cards for distribution to advertise the Facebook page.  

c)	Defibrillators  – Discuss recent usage; Risk assessment locked/unlocked cabinets; Training dates
The Clerk confirmed that training has been booked for 10th August at 7pm in the Parish Hall. Training will be given by the Loggerheads First Responders Team.  
Cllr Stallard gave an overview of his research into whether or not recommendations suggest that defibrillator cabinets should be kept locked.  All mobile phones can be traced via their location id’s which are tracked by call handlers. They use this information to direct callers to their nearest units and will give the code to unlock the cabinets.  Medial guidance whilst using the unit is essential and having to call to be given a code ensures that this will happen.  The Clerk reminded Members that any insurance would be invalid if the cabinets are left unlocked. Cllr Taylor proposed leaving the units in locked cabinets, seconded by Cllr Stallard, all agreed. 

d)	Strategic Objectives – update
No updates were given.

e)	Request for skip on playing field
Councillors discussed a request for a general skip for community use.  The cost would be in the region of £120. The Councillors agreed that the Parish Council would have no control of the contents or how much individuals put into it.  They further agreed that arranging for general household rubbish is not the responsibility of the Parish Council that they would not take the matter further. 

f)	Questions/arrangements for the MP’s parish visit: car charging point sponsorship; public transport 
The Councillors discussed the upcoming visit from the new MP and whether questions could be submitted in advance.  It is not known if she will be holding regular local surgeries in the area. 

g)	Adult gym equipment sign – approval
A proposed sign for the equipment had been circulated by Cllr Thomson. Cllr Stallard proposed accepting the wording, seconded by Cllr Taylor, all agreed. Cllr Thomson to secure quotes. 






h)	Beacon lighting event report							606
Cllr Taylor reported that the event went well with about 200 people in attendance.  

8	Parish Matters 
a)	To acknowledge & receive written reports from Reps: 
i) 	Cheswardine School    
No update received. 

ii) Parish Hall report (to inc hearing loop update)
No update received. 

Cllr Taylor reported regarding recent communication about the Brownie Hut.  He had responded that the Parish Council continues to be very supportive of the Brownies/Guides and would prefer a management agreement to a lease.  He invited representatives to meet to discuss the matter further but has yet to hear back.  

Employment committee – The Terms of Reference document was circulated. Cllr Taylor proposed accepting it, seconded by Cllr Faulkner, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any issues/ update on replacement column (LGA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301)
The replacement work is now complete and the light is fully functioning. 

d)	Playing fields /Playground – to enable Councillors to discuss concerns/works ongoing:
i) 	Annual inspection report – to confirm actions completed 	
The Annual Inspection Report has been received.  There are some items to be monitored.  Councillors discussed the roundabout which needs to have its bearing greased. The cost of replacing the roundabout would be in the region of £10k. The top bearing was greased recently but the bottom one will need doing. 

ii) Additional land registration update
This matter is still ongoing with the Solicitor.  The Title for the main area has been taken over from Fields in Trust. One area is outstanding.  Minor repairs are required to the fence. To ask the handyman to undertake. 

iii)	Charitable status of recreation ground
The Clerk reported that the query is in hand and ongoing. 

e)	Grounds maintenance – to report any concerns/issues; Hell Lane/Westfields  Close maintenance
The Councillors discussed the maintenance of a footpath which runs between Westfields Close and Hell Lane which has been traditionally maintained by residents.  The path has become overgrown and the Parish Council has been approached about taking it over for maintenance.  The ownership of the land is unknown.  Action: Clerk to investigate. The Clerk suggested that an Environmental Maintenance Grant could possibly be applied for from Shropshire Council to cover costs. To look into.  Cllr Faulkner proposed that the handyman be asked to carry out a one off cut/strim of the path, seconded by Cllr Bentley, all agreed. 

9	Highways/Environmental Health matters
a)	Highways – to enable Councillors to raise any local concerns/road closures


											605
Cllr Stallard reported that the gutters in Mossfields are filled with debris.  Highways to be asked to clear.  It was noted that the new lines put down following resurfacing on Heywood Lane have been damaged by the melting tarmac. Cllr Gittins to report. 
 
b)	Speed concerns/Red Barns junc/Moss Fields flooding – update
No update from Highways. Cllr Gittins to chase up.

c)	Salt bin resolution
The new bin has been successfully relocated. 

10	Correspondence
	To confirm receipt of correspondence circulated by email to inc SALC/NALC bulletins;  
No matters were raised for discussion.

11	Finance
a)	Cash book, bank reconciliation and budget analysis for information
Councillors confirmed receipt of the financial reports circulated by email.  Cllr Faulkner proposed approving the reconciliation as correct, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed it off. Cllr Taylor reported that the insurance costs came in slightly higher than budgeted for. The Clerk reported that quotes for insurance were late being sent out this year due to Jubilee event insurance quotes apparently taking priority by the insurance companies. 

b)	Invoices/payments for approval to inc those received post agenda publication
All invoices and payments were proposed for approval by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. 

c)	North Salop Wheelers – Presentation of breakdown of monies due
To pay every two months going forward. To take forward to July. 

d)	Budget – to review 
Cllr Taylor ran through the budget against expenditure to date giving estimated year end projections. 

e)	Replacement laptop
The Clerk presented quotes for a replacement laptop.  A budget of £600 has been set. To take this forward.  

f)	CCTV maintenance quote for consideration
A quote of £140 + VAT has been received. Cllr Taylor proposed that training is incorporated into the visit, seconded by Cllr Stallard, all agreed to accept the quote and arrange training. 










	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.
	Power of expenditure

	31/03/22
	Employee
	Salary
	£406.76
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/04/22
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	£          
	101363
	LGA 1972 s112

	14/06/22
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£32.28
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/06/22
	Groundforce
	Maintenance
	£220.50
	101364
	PHA 1875 s164; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	31/05/22
	PG Skips
	Bin Hire/Emptying
	£26.81
	101365
	Litter Act 1983 s5

	08/06/22
	Shropshire Council
	Energy 1st quarter
	£126.26
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	14/06/22
	Playsafety
	Inspections
	£218.40
	101367
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/06/22
	P Stanton 
	Jubilee expenses
	£135.59
	101368
	LGA 1972 s111

	04/06/22
	Med UK
	Defib pads
	£51.42
	101369
	PHA 1936 s 234

	25/05/22
	A Thomson
	Expenses
	£24.40
	101370
	LGA 1972 s111

	24/05/22
	Starboard Sys Ltd
	Scribe software
	£345.60
	101371
	LGA 1972 s111

	19/05/22
	Ray Parry
	Adult Gym Equipment
	£7629.60
	101372
	PHA 1875 s164; PHAAA 1980 s44; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	18/05/22
	SDH Accounting
	Internal Audit
	£175.68
	101373
	LGA 1972 s94

	15/06/22
	Employee
	Expenses
	£tbc
	101374
	LGA 1972 s111


11 Finance cont									604

	
12	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
a	Applications 
None received
b	Decisions  
22/01805/FUL  (validated: 13/04/2022)
Address:  16 Glebe Close, Cheswardine, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2RU
Proposal:  Erection of two storey side extension with single storey rear extension
Decision:  Grant Permission

13	Items for July’s Meeting Agenda
Hobgobins visit and donation

14	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a)	To enable Councillors to report/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters	
No matters were raised. 
There being no further business for consideration, Cllr Taylor thanked everyone for attending the Meeting and declared it closed at 9:00pm. 



