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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th March 2020 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, G Parkin, A Lloyd-Smith, L Brown, C Sykes, 3 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
4144.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr P Venning, Borough Councillor M Burgess & Volunteer Support Warden Lee Phelan.
4145.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.  
4146.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 11th February 2020:  Confirmed and signed as a

            correct record. 


4147.
Matters Arising: 

ABC's offer of free saplings update – The Clerk reported that not all parishes had taken up the offer so their quota of trees has been divided up between those that had.  We now have 21 saplings to decide where to plant.  Clerk to contact the Tree Wardens.  The Caretaker is looking after them in the meantime.
4148.
Planning Application: (previously circulated to Councillors)


20/00232/AS  Meadow Gate, Palstre Court Road – Refurbishment & first floor extension of 
existing dwelling including external alterations to the roof form including planted roof & erection 
of an integral car port.  Alteration to the site access position. Cllrs agreed to support this 
application.  


20/00269/AS  Poplar Farm House – New driveway access, parking, gate & wall, erection of 
double garage.  Cllrs had listened to the further information given by the applicant and after 
a full discussion agreed to support this application.

20/00308/AS  Maynes, Stone – Proposed single storey side and rear elevations.  Cllrs had 
heard further information from the applicant and agreed to support this application.

19/01269/AS  Land on the south side of Palstre Court Road – The Parish Council objected, 
the Borough Council refused it but an appeal has been made to the Planning Inspectorate.
4149. 
COVID-19 Review latest information and any action needed.  The Chairman explained that 
information was coming in daily and at this stage there isn't any immediate action the Council 
can take.  However, this will be reviewed in a month's time.  The peak is expected in May.
4150.  School Transport – KCC developments.  Cllrs had already received information from the 
Chairman that KCC will be changing from using a coach for school transport to Homewood 
School to a Stagecoach bus.  Children who had been travelling on the coach will get a Kent 
Travel Scheme Pass which will enable them to travel on other buses too.  Other children will be 
able to pay for a Pass at a reduced rate from that being paid at present for a seat on the coach.  
The Chairman was thanked for all the work that he had put into achieving this change for the 
children of Wittersham.  The information has been put on Nextdoor.
4151.
Request from the Royal British Legion to hold a tea party on the Memorial Garden & 
games on Coronation Field on 8th May 2020.  Cllr Parkin informed the meeting that the RBL 
would like to hold something on this day but a decision has yet to be made.  He added that 
a consideration was to hold a traditional tea party in the Village Hall instead with a service of 
some sort in the morning.  This was thought to be a better idea.
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4152.
Additional Bank Account.  Once the precept for the next financial year was received the 
present balance in the present account would be over the guaranteed amount.  After a short 
discussion it was agreed that the Clerk approach the Metro Bank in Ashford for further 
information and if appropriate to begin the process of opening an account.
4153. To arrange a date for the Annual Parish meeting and to consider and agree the format.  
Agreed on the Thursday 16th April with the usual format of reports from County Councillor, 
Borough Councillor and Chairman followed by general questions from the public,
4154.
Payment Authorisation:


Clerk's expenses 1st January to 10th March 2020.  £52.74 plus Vat £0.66 Total £53.40  Agreed. 

4155.
Correspondence:


a) Kent Men of the Trees Competition entry form.  Agreed to enter.  Clerk brought to the 
Council's attention the fact that the associate members annual fee had not been paid for the 
last two years.  Agreed that this should be paid now. 


b)  Air Ambulance request for a donation.  Agreed £100 and £100 to Porchlight. 


For noting: None

Previously Circulated by email:

c)  KALC – CEO Bulletin Issue 3     d)  Local Government Transition Bulletin 19th Feb'20    


e)  Mayor of Ashford's Charity Afternoon Tea 29th March.     f)  ABC – Leader Briefing Notes for Parishes No. 34     g)  National CSSC Green Message – UK Protect National Bulletin 24th Feb.     


h)  PCSO's monthly update     i)  KALC News Feb'20     j)  KALC – Covid-19 update 3rd March    k)  Kent Police latest rural report.     l)  KALC – Covid-19 update 4th March     m)  National CSSC Green Message NCTPHQ Bulletin 5th March     n)KALC – Covid-19 update 5th March     o)  NALC  Chief Executive's Bulletin     p)  East Kent Clinical Commissioning Group's monthly bulletin
4156.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker's:  Caretaker has been spending a lot of time clearing drains & grips.  The edge of Coronation Field has been flailed.


b)  Finance:  Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.      Agreed.


c)  Planning:                                                      
                 Decisions received:  

                 18/00107/AS  Palstre Court – Listed Building Consent for various alterations (Retrospective)

                                                                                           Clerk to find out why Withdrawn by Applicant

                 19/01577/AS  Budds Farm Barn – Proposed subdivision of existing holiday cottage into two

                                                                           separate holiday let units.                                    Granted

                 19/01754/AS  Hope Farm, The Beeches – Variation on conditions                          Permitted

                 20/00038/AS  Cuckoo Cottage Riding School & Livery – Pole barn cover for animal hay.

                                                                                                                (Retrospective)                Granted

                 20/00063/AS  Lordings Oast – Change of use of agricultural land to allow the installation of

                                                                     of an array of p.v.units to serve residential dwelling  Granted


            d)  Highways: Drain by 18b Swan Street reported to Highways.  Action promised.

e)  Public Rights of Way: Getting muddier!


f)   Open Spaces: Nothing to report. 


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard: Signs 'No dogs except for guide dogs' ready for the Cemetery.
4157.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.
4158.
Date of the next Meeting of the Parish Council: 14th April 2020 at 7.30pm.
4159.
Items for information: 


Chairman reported on:-  a meeting he had as Chairman of KALC with the Leader of ABC, KALC Planning meeting and PCC & ACC meeting.

The meeting closed at 20.51 hrs.
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
The applicants from Poplar Farm House & Maynes gave further information on their applications.
