                                                      TONG PARISH COUNCIL  
 Minutes of ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL meeting held on 22nd May 2023 at the Village Hall, Tong       following the Parish’s Annual Meeting

Present Cllr P. Fisher (Chairman) , D. Williams, H. Owen
Apologies were received from Cllr Rutter, Moore and Dixon
1. Cllr Paul Fisher was re-elected Chairman and signed the declaration accepting Office
2. Cllr David Williams was re-elected Vice-Chairman
3. ANNUAL RETURN 2022-23
The Statement of Governance (i) Accounting Statement (ii) and Certificate of Exemption (iii) were approved and signed. The Internal Audit (iv) had been completed and Nicola Pulle of Accuratebooks was re-appointed. The Parish Clerk would continue as the Responsible Financial Officer.
 The Platinum Jubilee Celebrations had been supported from V Festival earmarked funds.
4. Representatives  appointed: Bridgnorth and Shifnal Area Committee Cllr Dixon; Village Hall  Cllr Dixon; Data Processing Compliance Officer (Parish Clerk); Tong Action Group-all councillors by continuing dispensation and for as long as should be needed 


A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING followed.
1. There were no declarations of interest
2. Highways matters Andrea McWilliams had explained that without development we would not benefit from Cil funds. However, there was the prospect  of money being available for speed activated signs (Offoxey Rd) 
S Council had agreed to replace the mirror at Tong Norton X-roads
Stuart Moore was continuing his work on Parish maintenance.  
       3.    Travellers Site, Tong Forge Temporary permission was granted until 25th April 2024. A disappointing decision despite expert and detailed submission and appearance by consultant Clive Roberts and Parish Council representation. A child in education and the needs of an elderly relative prevailed. S Council did not heed advice to apply restrictive covenants re access. Mr Roberts had since written to Charlotte Morrison of S Council and shared the reply.  It was proposed that the Parish Council also write- particular concerns being that of reaching April without the family situation being monitored and without attempts to secure other accommodation with a return to  planning applications and enforcements .  
4.    Accounts
SALC Subscription  £164.94     Insurance  £368.86      Hire of Hall (May)   £20
Microsoft Licence  £59.99      Mowing £195      Internal Audit £125
CPRE AGM    £15                Consultancy (Travellers Site)     £2,400
   
5. Supplementary to the Agenda
It was understood that the Church Clock needed a mechanism to auto-update to BST (£350+VAT) which had not been fitted at the time it was receiving attention.
Nothing had been heard from the PCC.

6. Date of next meeting
Monday 25th September 2023 at 7pm












Chairman


Date


      










Tong Parish Council
22nd May 2023, p. 2





