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196/23
Apologies.

Cllr. S Kenyon-Ellis.
197/23
Declarations of Interest.

None.
198/23
Dispensation Requests.

None.
199/23
Public Participation.

A member of the public asked when the sign post at the junction of Kibworth Road and Fleckney Road was going to be replaced. As this was a highway matter it would be referred to County Highways.
Mr O’Brien referred to the minutes of the meeting of 11th December which he felt did not fully reflect the discussion that had taken place regarding the subsidising of the football club by the Parish Council. 
200/23
Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th February 2024.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 12th February 2024, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.

201/23
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th February 2024.
Minute 180/23 – Flooding – Cllr. David Parker  reported that he had been in touch with Harborough Planning Enforcement regarding the posts and herris fencing placed in the brook by Shire Homes but had been advised that he should contact them directly. He had been unable to find any contact details. However, the centre panel had now been removed by persons unknown.
The Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from Davidsons in response to the letter that had been sent regarding the flooding caused by Storm Henk.
202/23
Accounts.
The Clerk submitted details of accounts due for payment, copies of which were circulated to members at the meeting, as set out below:
	Number
	
	Name
	
	
	Description
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Amount
	
	
	

	Online Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BL1231
	
	British Telecom
	Telephone & Broadband (Paid)
	
	97.69
	
	

	BL1232
	
	M.C.A.C Electrical Ltd
	Repairs to Bollards
	
	259.20
	
	
	

	BL1233
	
	1st Fleckney Scouts
	Scout Grant
	
	1,300.00
	
	
	

	BL1234
	
	Net World Sports
	Ball Stop Net and Posts
	
	3,900.00
	
	
	

	BL1235
	
	Groundwise (Close Brothers)
	Desktop Mapping New Sports Centre
	
	270.00
	
	
	

	BL1236
	
	Ricoh
	Ink Replacement Service
	
	42.48
	
	
	

	BL1237
	
	UK Safety Management Ltd
	Appliance/Socket testing
	
	221.98
	
	
	

	BL1238
	
	Equals (Travis Perkins)
	Gravel & Shingle
	
	99.20
	
	
	

	BL1238
	
	Equals Fair FX (HP Instant Ink)
	Ink Replacement Service
	
	3.99
	
	
	

	BL1238
	
	Equals (B&Q)
	Pot Hole Repair/Adhesive/Sealant
	
	58.00
	
	
	

	BL1238
	
	Equals (EWS Sales Ltd)
	Football Goal Net Hooks
	
	44.99
	
	
	

	BL1238
	
	Equals (B&Q)
	Concrete/Pot Hole Repair
	
	52.00
	
	
	

	BL1238
	
	Equals Fair FX (Screwfix)
	Paint & Brushes
	
	84.33
	
	
	

	BL1238
	
	Net World Sports (Equals)
	Badminton Posts
	
	178.24
	
	
	

	BL1238
	
	Equals (Amazon Europe)
	Shuttlecock cork bases
	
	12.99
	
	
	

	BL1239
	
	ESPO
	Paper/Sticky Notes/Tennis Balls/Vending Cups
	
	124.32
	
	
	

	BL1240
	
	British Telecom
	Telephone & Broadband
	
	168.49
	
	
	

	BL1241
	
	Guardian
	Key holding annual payment
	
	438.00
	
	
	

	BL1242
	
	Guardian
	Gate Security
	
	600.12
	
	
	

	BL1243
	
	Guardian
	Gate Security
	
	600.12
	
	
	

	BL1244
	
	Kibworth Electrical Ltd
	Electric Inspection
	
	1,560.00
	
	
	

	BL1245
	
	Chesmetalwork
	Repairs to Skate park Concrete
	
	900.00
	
	
	

	BL1246 – BL1251
	
	Various
	 Wages
	
	4646.73
	
	
	

	BL1252
	
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	
	1,700.83
	
	
	

	Direct Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DD10
	Water Plus
	Water Services
	
	24.32
	
	
	

	DD13 
	Nat West Bank
	Bank Charges
	
	24.95
	
	
	

	DD16
	
	British Gas
	Electricity
	
	13.83
	
	
	

	DD18
	
	Biffa Waste Services Ltd
	Trade Refuse
	
	74.16
	
	
	

	DD19
	
	Smartest Energy
	Electricity
	
	1,015.00
	
	
	

	DD9
	Nest
	Pension Contributions
	
	227.04
	
	
	

	NWbank
	
	Playfinder
	Bookteq/Playfinder
	
	32.57
	
	
	

	NWbank
	
	SumUp
	SumUp Fees
	
	4.23
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	£18,779.80
	
	
	


The Clerk reported that the total receipts in February amounted to £4,435.54 excluding VAT.
The Clerk submitted a Bank Reconciliation Statement at 29th February 2024.
Resolved that:
(i) The accounts as set out above be approved for payment.
(ii) The information on receipts be received and noted.
(iii) The Bank Reconciliation Statement at 29th February 2024 be received and noted.
203/23   
District and County Councillors’ and Police Reports.
There were no County Councillor or Police reports. District Cllr. Birch stated that he had nothing to report.
The Clerk provided members with crime statistics for the village for January 2024. After a peak of 33 reported crimes in September the figure for the last three months had been constant at 15.
 Resolved the reports be received and noted.
204/23    Correspondence.
None.
205/23
Employees and Chair’s Reports.
There was no report from the Street Orderly.
The Chairman updated members on the state of the road closures in and around the village which were causing chaos:

· Arnesby Road - should re-open tomorrow but roadworks will continue to 19th with the road open.
· High Street - reopen March 21st at the latest

· Kibworth - Warwick road traffic lights - end March 22nd

· Great Glen road bridge over the river - now reopened

· Kilby Road - 21st to 28th March

· Shearsby Road - 15th to 20th March

· A5199 - 25th March to 3rd May - roadworks (open but with temp traffic lights)

Network rail:

· Newton Harcourt - Newton Lane - planned April 1st but I'm assuming this won't hold and that's why Neil O'Brien was meeting with Network Rail/LCC etc.

· Wistow to Great Glen - closed again during May due to Network Rail work.
206/23
Human Resources Committee.
Members received the minutes of the Human Resources Committee that was held on 16th February 2024, copies of which had been previously circulated. Cllr David Parker informed the meeting that there had been fifteen applications for the Clerk position of which five were distinct possibilities.

Resolved that the minutes of the Human Resources Committee meeting held on 16th February 2024 be received and noted.

207/23
Planning Applications.
Members considered and commented on new planning applications received since the last meeting of the Council as follows:
	Reference
	Proposal
	Location
	Comment

	24/00245/VAC
	Erection of 150 dwellings and associated works (Reserved Matters of 18/00579/OUT, including details of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) (Variation of Conditions 1 (permitted plans), 2 (electricity substation), 3 (parking and turning facilities), 7 (CEMP), 8 (Landscaping), 10 (footpath material) and 11 (Birdcage Cottage) of 21/01222/REM to amend/redesign the layout and house types and accordingly amend the Conditions/wording). Variation of Conditions 1 (Plans) and 2 (Parking) of 22/01620/VAC 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications-skin/images/ico_comment.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


	Land off Arnesby Road
	Object. Loss of smaller units to meet local need

	24/00259/FUL
	Erection of a two storey side extension, erection of a single storey rear extension and addition of rendering 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications-skin/images/ico_comment.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


	65 Priest Meadow
	No comment

	24/00263/FUL
	Erection of a two storey side extension, erection of a single storey side and rear extension and conversion of loft to habitable accommodation including the installation of a dormer window to the rear roof elevation 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications-skin/images/ico_comment.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


	67 Leicester Road
	No comment


Resolved that the comments on planning applications as set out in the table above be forwarded by the Clerk to Harborough DC.
208/23
Fleckney Festival.
Members considered a request from the Fleckney Festival Committee to approve the entry fees for the 2024 festival. The increase in the entry fees from last year was due the increase in costs and the need to ensure the event was sustainable. A concern was expresses about the intention to make contributions to local good causes from any surplus and a suggestion made that consideration be given to establishing a threshold over which community contributions would be available.

Resolved that the entry fees for the 2024 Fleckney Festival be as follows:
Adult in-advance - £5 (increase of £1.50)

Adult on the day - £7 (increase of £2)

Teen (12-15) in-advance - £2.50 (increase of £1)

Teen on the day - £4 (increase of £2)

Child (under 12) – Free

Entries after 8.30pm (excluding children) for the fireworks - flat rate of £5

209/23
Application for Financial Assistance.
Members considered a request from Raising Health for a donation towards the funding to install a sensory room at The Beacon, Glenfield Hospital which is a 15-bed child and adolescent mental health inpatient facility caring for those experiencing severe mental health illness and eating disorders details of which had been previously circulated.
Resolved that, in accordance with the Parish Council’s General Power of Competence, a grant of £1,000 be made to help provide a sensory room at The Beacon, Glenfield Hospital.
210/23
Village Centre Improvements.
Members considered a quotation that had been obtained by Harborough DC for work to the railings at the Village Pond which consisted of replacing four panels, painting and removing the spikes. The cost of the works was £9,273.50 with the Parish Council being asked to contribute £3,055. Members felt the quotation that had been obtained did not provide value for money and that alternative quotations should be sought from a local fencing contractor.

Resolved that a quotation be sought from a local fencing contractor for both for the work specified in the Harborough DC quotation and for replacing the whole length with new bow top railings and Harborough DC be informed accordingly.

211/23
Risk Assessment/Risk Register 2024.
The Clerk submitted for consideration and approval an updated Risk Register/Risk Assessment 2024, copies of which had been previously circulated to members. Changes to the 2023 version had been highlighted in red.
Resolved that the updated Risk Register/Risk Assessment 2024 be received and approved. 
212/23
National Minimum Wage.
Members considered the implications of the increase in the National Minimum Wage from £10.42 to £11.44 per hour with effect from 1st April 2024 for those employees on the minimum wage or where the rate of pay is linked to the minimum wage.

Resolved that the following rates of pay be applicable from 1st April 2024:

	Administrative Assistant


	Minimum wage (£11.44) plus 15% = £13.16 per hour

	Ground Maintenance Officer


	Minimum wage £11.44 per hour

	Street Orderly



	Minimum wage £11.44 per hour

	Premises Officers
	Weekdays to 6.00pm minimum wage £11.44 per hour.

Weekdays after 6.00pm and weekends £14.25 per hour.


213/23
Date of Next Meeting.
Monday 8th April 2024 at the conclusion of the Annual Parish Meeting at the Fleckney Baptist Church 
The Meeting closed at 9.27 pm.
Signed…………………………………. Date……………….

Chairman
Minutes of the Meeting of the Fleckney Parish Council held at the Sports Centre, Leicester Road 11th March 2024.





Present:


Cllrs. S Wyche (Chairman), A Birch J Brummel, J Earwaker, J Everitt, C McKemey, T Macdonagh, D Parker, S Parker and S Robson.





J H Flower, Clerk to the Council





Members of the Public: 5
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