


THELBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

 
Minutes of a Meeting of Thelbridge Parish Council held on 1st September 2026, 7.30pm, at Thelbridge Parish Hall.

Present:  In the Chair Cllr John Cowell (Vice Chair)
Cllrs Richard Grant, John Cowell, and Chris Keller
MDDC Cllrs Polly Colthorpe and Cllr Gwen DuChesne MBE (Cabinet Member for Parish and Community Engagement)
DCC Cllr Steve Keable and DCC Cllr Ed Tyldesley   (Part Meeting) 
Two Parishioners and two Visitors
Parish Clerk Malcolm Vallance
[bookmark: _Hlk200801015]
1) The Vice Chair welcomed those present and Congratulated Malcolm Vallance (Parish Clerk) who was Celebrating 50 years in Local Government.
He then introduced MDDC Cllr Gwen DuChesne MBE  (Cabinet Member for Parish and Community Engagement) who spoke of some of the posts held by Malcolm Vallance, and achievements in those 50 years. 
She then presented Malcolm Vallance with a framed certificate recording the 50th Anniversary.
Malcolm Vallance then responded by thanking everyone for their attendance. and good wishes, saying how Valued he felt as Thelbridge Parish Clerk

2) Apologies for Absence - Cllr Linsey Clements

3) Public Forum
 
Two Parishioners were present and reported that Building works had started at the “Mount Pleasant Inn” at Nomansland. This had given rise to the importance of the Yellow Lines on the opposite of the road and this matter was raised by two Residents.
 
 Following discussion of the current Yellow Lines, with County Councillor Steve Keable, it was agreed to request :-
 
a) The current Yellow Lines be re-painted to show their existence.
b) The current Lines be extended to cover the full area in need of inclusion.
 

4) Declarations of Interest
Cllr J Gibson -  26/00959/FULL “ West Middlewick” Nomansland - Change of use of holiday lodge to managers accommodation (Plus Revised drawings)

5) The Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th June 2026 were confirmed and Signed by the Vice Chair as a true record.
6) Matters arising = No matters raised.
a) Review of Parish Council Website and use of Gov.uk email addresses – Despite much research no progress this matter had not been resolved.
To obtain gov.uk email addresses for Parish Councillors the only option appeared to be set up a new Parish Council Website which would be an expensive process.
7) Correspondence
a) DALC Newsletters had been received on a regular basis.
b) PCC Thelbridge -  A Grant application towards Churchyard Maintenance had been submitted.
It was agreed to make a Grant award of £300. Proposed Cllr Grant, 2nd Cllr Gibson, and carried.
c) MDDC – Details of Community Emergency Hubs had been received.
d) DCC Cllr E Tyldesley (Parish Councillor for Chulmleigh)  gave details of Road Warden Duties in his Parish. A suggestion was made for the Chulmleigh Road Warden be engaged to deal with Thelbridge highway issues (e.g. potholes).
It as agreed to pursue this suggestion.
The Road Wardens would need to be covered as Volunteers under the Thelbridge Insurance.
e) DCC Cllr S Keable advised he was investigating the issue of the “Yellow lines at Nomansland Cross” and would discuss this with the Parish Council at their next Meeting 
(See Item 3 Public Forum)
8) Replies
a) PFF Littlejohn – An acknowledgement of the 2025/2026 AGAR had been received.
b) MDDC :-
i) Casual Vacancy following the death of Cllr Wally Boundy. 
 Although Parish Elections were due to take place in May 2027 the Vacancy needed to be filled MDDC had advised.
The Clerk had prepared a poster to encourage “Interested Parishioners” to apply and these were distributed. Any Expressions of Interest would be considered at the next meeting.
ii) Register of Interest form – A new format form had been received and copies had been received for Parish Councillors to complete and return to MDDC.

9)   Planning  
 25/01596/MFUL    (Parish: Cruwys Morchard)    
Mount Pleasant Inn & Land at NGR 283630 113851 Nomansland Tiverton

Proposal: Change of use of store, garage and dwelling to a butchery, shop and cafe to include the erection of a marquee and change of use of agricultural land to form a car park to serve the Mount Pleasant Inn to include electric vehicle charging points  NOTED

26/088/LBC   “Henceford Farm” Black Dog
Listed Building Consent for the replacement of roof covering, repair and strengthening of roof structure, installation of breathable roof membrane; rainwater goods in PPC cast aluminium round down pipes and half round gutters; installation of log burner in existing fireplace and provision of stainless-steel flue liner to existing chimney  NOTED
26/00959/FULL “ West Middlewick” Nomansland - Change of use of holiday lodge to managers accommodation (Plus Revised drawings)   NOTED
Grants of Planning permission

26/00760/PNAG(GENERAL (PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT) 
Prior Approval for the formation of four agricultural tracks 
Location: “West Middlewick Farm” Nomansland Tiverton

25/01518/FULL  Proposal: Formation of new access
Location: Land and Buildings at NGR 282755114661 Campbellhays Hill Middlewick Barton

26/00991/PNAG
Prior approval for the erection of an agricultural building to form covered pit
Location : “Stourton Barton” Witheridge

26/00755/FULL  Certificate of lawful use development
Existing use of an agricultural building for an excess of 4 years
Location : “Westcott” Witheridge

26/00991/PAG Prior approval for the erection of an agricultural building to form covered pit
Location : “Stourton Barton” Witheridge

10)Reports – Both Devon County Councillor Steve Keable and  Mid Devon District Councillor Polly Colthorpe had sent report ahead of the Meeting and these had been circulated and were discussed in detail at the Meeting.

11) Payments
Community First (Insurance renewal by Direct Debit)					£197.80
Mr M Vallance – Salary 382.50, Use of home as office ¼  £54.00, Postage £7.28 
Stationery 0.00 (less PAYE £76.40) = Net							£367.38
HMRC PAYE											£76.40
PCC Thelbridge -  Grass cutting grant 						            £300.00

The Payments were approved for payment	
				
12) Councillors Forum to include items for the next Meeting – No matters raised

13) Date of next Meeting 17th November 2026
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