     Stonham Aspal Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held at 7pm on Tuesday 7th April 2026 at Stonham Aspal Village Hall

          Present: Cllr Emberson (Chair), Cllr Brooks, Cllr Mullings, Cllr Mitson, Cllr Wright
          Attendance: Members of the public and Sam Pass (Clerk)

	26.1
	Member Absences 
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Morley


	26.2
	Declaration Pecuniary and non-Pecuniary Interest 
None declared. 


	26.3
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the meetings held on 3rd March 2026 were unanimously agreed as a true record and duly signed by the Chair.


	26.4

26.4.1


26.4.2
	Consideration of Reports by the District Councillor and County Councillor

County Councillor Matthew Hicks was not in attendance, his report can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/ 

District Councillor Nick Hardingham was not in attendance; his report is available on the Parish Council website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/ 


	26.5
	Contributions by members of the public 
A member of the public asked what action would be taken regarding outstanding enforcement matters and planning applications for Stonham Barns, and whether these would be resolved before any new owner takes over. The Parish Council advised that it is continuing to press Mid Suffolk District Council Planning regarding the outstanding enforcement cases. It was noted that MSDC/the administrator, would be expected to undertake due diligence prior to any sale and it is hoped that Cllr Hardingham will assist in progressing matters.

It was reported that the kerb and grass verge near the Post Office is in poor condition due to vehicles (including the school bus and refuse lorries) reversing to turn. The Clerk will raise the issue with Cllr Hicks and, if required, report the matter via the Suffolk Highways online reporting portal.


	26.6

26.6.1












26.6.2

26.6.3
	Planning

Consideration of Planning Applications
DC/26/01038 | Householder Application – Removal of existing external glazing and replacement with insulated timber frame and external cladding | 3 Walnut Tree Meadow, Stonham Aspal, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 6DF – The Parish Council considered the application and voted to submit a neutral response.

DC/26/01020 | Householder Application – Proposed single-storey front extension incorporating a covered porch area | 10 Stowmarket Road, Stonham Aspal, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 6AB – The Parish Council considered the application and voted to submit a neutral response.

DC/26/00665 | Householder Application – Erection of a single-storey detached workshop | The Old Pump House, The Street, Stonham Aspal, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 6AG – The Parish Council considered the application and voted to submit a neutral response.

Decision notices – none noted.

Other planning matters
Planning Appeal: Notification of Planning Appeal AP/26/00014 – Ten Bells, The Street, Stonham Aspal
It was agreed that the Parish Council’s existing comments would stand.


	26.7

26.7.1












26.7.2


26.7.3
	Finance 

Authorisation of payments
The following payments were approved and the payment sheet signed by Cllr Mullings and Emberson: 
i. Sam Pass – Clerk’s salary (March) and office expenses: £242.55
ii. HMRC P30 Q4: £173.80
iii. Alpha Rural Services Ltd – Hedge and rec ground maintenance: £1080.00
iv. MSDC – Grass cutting 2025: £1078.78
v. SALC – Payroll services: £54.00
vi. Stonham Aspal Village Hall – Broadband charges from CIL: £230.04
vii. Stonham Aspal Village Hall – Hall hire for meetings: £105.00
viii. SCC – Traffic survey at Scott’s Hill: £498.00
ix. Sovereign Design Play Systems – Playground inspection: £238.80
x. Cllr T Mullings – Wickes items (temporary playground closure): £25.75

Bank reconciliation up to 31st March 2026
Statements were not sent to members, therefore it was agreed to move this item to May.

Annual BMSDC CIL report 
Cllr Emberson and Mullings signed the report. 


	26.8

26.8.1

26.8.2

























26.8.3


26.8.4
	Reports were received from Councillors assigned to the following:

People and Place Plan by Cllr Morley – absent 

Recreation ground by Cllr Brooks and Mullings
Sovereign completed a site survey (cost £199) and advised that certain items require removal and/or jet washing.  Alpha Rural Services have now cleared the site and provided a quote for the same works.  In addition to remedial works, Alpha have quoted for grass cutting at £110 per cut, with an estimated 10–16 cuts per year.

Members discussed surfacing options; rubber surfacing was queried, however play bark is considered safer and significantly less expensive.
It was noted that the Parish Council has not received comments from parishioners regarding the recreation ground closure and members queried whether longer-term investment would be supported.

Members agreed to the following works:
To instruct Alpha to one cut; re-seeding; works to the horse; removal of two activity units; jet washing; and adding bark.  At a cost of £3125.00 against our budget of £1,000, with the overspend to be met from contingency.

Action:
Cllr Brooks & Mullings will tape off the zip wire, after which the recreation ground can be reopened. 
Cllr Mullings to obtain a further quotation from Alpha to extend grass cutting to include the tennis courts and to grease the roundabout.
Clerk to contact RoSPA to confirm whether they would inspect only the zip wire.

In addition to the above, the cradle seat and chain may need investigating.

Proposed – Cllr Emberson
Seconded – Cllr Mullings
All members in attendance agreed.

New noticeboard 
Cllr Emberson reported that the new noticeboard has been installed and notices placed.

Village signs – Cllr Morely was absent 


	26.9

26.9.1




26.9.2


26.9.3




26.9.4




26.9.5

	Update on the following

Licence for the 20mph flashing signs 
Holmes Civils Ltd have quoted £2850 for the installation of the signs but have stated the potential need of using traffic lights at an additional cost.  Action Cllr Brooks to ask them whether we can have stop/go traffic lights to reduce costs.

Dog bins 
Cllr Emberson confirmed that when Orbit have finished, they will fence areas for the bins to be placed.

Request for volunteers to cut back the verge at Homestead Park 
A request for volunteers to cut back the verge at Homestead Park has received no offers of assistance to date. Cllr Emberson reported that Suffolk Probation in Ipswich cannot provide community workers due to understaffing.  Action Cllr Mullings will ask Alpha Rural Services to quote.

Recruitment of Councillor
No expressions of interest have been received regarding the current councillor vacancies. The Parish Council noted that reasonable efforts continue to be made to advertise the vacancies through parish communications and the parish notice board.

To note the speed survey for the junction of Scotts Hill 
Finalised at last month’s meeting, to remove from agenda going forward. 
	

	26.10
	Annual grass cutting contract
As discussed in point 26.8.2.


	26.11
	Suffolk Highways – Town, Parish Council & Parish Meeting Survey 
Members agreed to submit a survey as individuals.


	26.12
	The Street noticeboard repairs
Noted the noticeboard needs repair.  Action Clerk to instruct Debenham Shed.


	26.13
	Parish Council participation in the village fete
It was agreed that a few councillors would run a stall and distribute leaflets and/or use a QR code to signpost residents to the People & Place Plan (P&PP). It was suggested that a second leaflet be produced as a playground survey also for distribution at the fete. Action Cllr Brooks to produce an A5 leaflet for printing and distribution. Action Clerk to inform the organiser.


	26.14
	To discuss and consider any submitted applications for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding – Stonham Aspal Football Club, gates and netting.
Members agreed to fund 50% of the application, a total of £3275.00. With the remaining potentially funded by the fete. Action Clerk to contact SAFC.

Proposed – Cllr Emberson
Seconded – Cllr Mitson
All members in attendance agreed.
.

	26.15
	To note communications
Homestead Park new noticeboard
Repairs of The Street noticeboard
Recreation Group update
Approval of CIL for SAFC
Village fete, to signpost to the P&PP.
Annual meeting and Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting on 5th May
 

	26.16
	Update on any other matters arising from previous meeting – none 


	26.17
	Agree proposed meeting date for:
· Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting 5th May at 6.30pm
· Annual Meeting of the Council 5th May at 7.30pm


	
	Chair closed the meeting at 21.20




Sam Pass, Clerk & RFO to Stonham Aspal Parish Council, Sapc.clerk@yahoo.co.uk, 08/04/26
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