

SWINTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE SWINTON READING ROOMS 
AT 7.30PM ON 

WEDNESDAY 14th May 2026

PRESENT: 			Councillors V Farrow (Chair), 	J Bentley, A Thomas and R Harrison (Vice Chair)
	
IN ATTENDANCE:	Rachel Smith (Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer) and 3 members of the public  

26.1                ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
	Cllr Thomas proposed Cllr Farrow, this was seconded by Cllr Harrison, all other Members agreed.  
                                   	
26.2               DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE
	Cllr Farrow duly accepted the role and signed the declaration of acceptance.


26.3               ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
	Cllr Farrow proposed Cllr Harrison, this was seconded by Cllr Liversidge.  Cllr Harrison 
                      duly accepted the role.

26.4                RESIGNATION 
                       Cllr Liversage has resigned Clerk to notify North Yorks Elections. 


26.5               APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
                      None
                  
                     
26 6	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
	None

26.7	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
    
	 
26.8               MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 13th March 2026
	The minutes were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as being a true and accurate record. 

26.9                 FINANCIAL MATTERS
	(a)	To receive the report of the internal auditor and to consider any action required
(b)	To approve the Annual Return for 2025/2026 for submission to the external auditor and confirm the dates for the period of exercise
	(c)	To receive and approve the current financial statement 
	(b)	To note and approve payments
		
· Clerks Salary (May) Standing Order                       £200
· HMRC                                                                   £50
· G Cook (Internal Audit) Internet banking              £200 
· Street lighting and maintenance                              £4460.21
· Payroll services                                                       £105.60


                                                RESOLVED
(a) [bookmark: __DdeLink__254_837602780]That the Annual Return and dates for exercise 
2025/26 be approved
(b) That five accounts be approved for payment

                                                                        
                                                                                 
26.10              MEMBERSHIP OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES
	 It was agreed that Cllr Farrow would be the representative for the Reading Room with   
                       Jon Bentley 
                       Committee and all Members for the Swinton BSA. 
                       It was agreed - Mr Charles Allenby's two-year appointment on the body of the Trustees  
                       of the Amotherby Educational Foundation approval for him to continue as the Swinton 
                       Parish Council's representative for a further two years



         26.11        PLANNING APPLICATIONS
                              ZE26/00257/HOUSE
                              APPLICANT: Mr & Ms Mark & Sonja Cousins & Sedran
                              DESCRIPTION: Demolition of existing garage and conservatory,
                              erection of a single-storey side extension with
                              associated internal and external alterations.
                              LOCATION: Laundry Bungalow Laundry Lane Swinton YO17 6QP

                              ZE26/00095/FUL
                             APPLICANT: Mr R Dales (West Mill House Farms Ltd)
                             DESCRIPTION: Creation of a new access from Braygate Street,
                             erection of new storage building to northeast of existing barn (retrospective)
                             LOCATION: Land North of Braygate Street Swinton YO176QT

                               ZE26/00048/HOUSE
                          Proposal: Erection of single storey side extension to main house with 2no. roof lights,
                          removal of chimney stack and installation of chimney flue, fenestration changes
                          including installation of 4no. French doors and 1no. roof light to the west
                         elevation, installation of an air source heat pump, general internal and external
                         refurbishment, installation of new pitched roof over garage, installation of
                         rainwater storage tank for use in grey water recycling and garden water supply
                         LOCATION- The Lodge Braygate Street Swinton North Yorkshire YO17 6QU

       
          
26.12                           PARISH MATTERS

(a)	STREETLIGHTS             
	The outreach arm is not to be reinstated on the LED light outside Easter Cottage. North Yorkshire has advised that there will be a cost for this work, which SPC has declined due to lack of available funds. Given the overall cost of streetlighting to the Village, there is potential to discuss with villagers the option of adopting Dark Skies principles. This may include lights being turned off at a set time in the evening, or the possibility of switching off every other light completely. The Clerk will contact North Yorkshire Street Lighting to explore any additional ways to reduce the Village’s street‑lighting costs and will also contact Steve Mason to request his support.


          (b)	HIGHWAYS ISSUES
                        Still issues with Parking in Pearson Yard
,                        next step would be to contact North Yorkshire 

          (c )         VILLAGE MAINTENANCE
                         Karbon Homes have Paid and erected a new notice board at the bottom  
                          of Meadow fields, and repaired the notice board next to the bus stop  
		                                                            
(d)	PARISH COUNCIL SHEDS
Payments up to date. Likely to be a further increase next year   
                                                      
                      (e)	KARBON HOMES A Karbon Homes event took place on Tuesday 5th May, attended by representatives from North Yorkshire House, 54 North Housing Association, Karbon Homes, and members of the Parish Council. The Parish Clerk and Chair were given a tour of the development and were impressed with the quality of the workmanship. The Clerk advised that no CIL/Section 106 contributions will be due, as the properties will never be owned outright. Karbon Homes confirmed that only 80% of each property can be purchased. The Clerk also noted that 11 of the properties will be allocated as housing association homes, and all properties will be subject to a service charge, with costs varying.
                         
          (f)           GRASS CUTTING 26/27
                                     Due to the cost to the Village for grass‑cutting, there is the potential for villagers to take responsibility for cutting their own verges, with a volunteer from the Parish Council undertaking the cutting of the embankments and other areas on behalf of North Yorkshire Parish Council. A ride‑on mower has been offered free of charge for this purpose (courtesy of Mr Bentley). The Clerk will issue a questionnaire to villagers to gather their views.
                      
          (g )         YORKSHIRE WATER	
                         Tankers have now left the village, no further update from Yorkshire Water. 	 
                                                            
(d)	FUND RAISING EVENTS
               Discussions around fund raising event 
               Suggestions – Beetle drive, Plant sale, Cake sale.  Family day in partnership with
               BSA potential rounders match, BBQ, Bouncy castle.
               Provisional date 22nd August                         	
 
26.13	       SWINTON BAND   
                            Patrick Heaton gave an overview of what Swinton Band offers, including training 
                            for individuals, tuition, and participation in band competitions. Due to their desire 
                            to expand the repertoire and ongoing issues with parking in the village, they are 
                            looking to relocate to larger premises and asked for any suggestions.
                             Amotherby Village Hall
                             Swinton Bowling Club
                             Amotherby Business Park (previously Westlers) 
                             Clerk to send Paterick email addresses for Clerk at Amotherby PC and Chair  
                             of the bowling green  


26.14                     SWINTON PLAY AREA
· The weekly playground inspection rota and Gate duty rota has been completed.
· Quote from 1 company for the zip wire a grant to be completed for replacement 
· The play area signs, have been updated and payment made by Rob Farrow as a donation – thank you to Rob Farrow
· Several pieces of gym equipment require minor repairs.
· To apply to Amotherby foundation for a grant to support with maintenance of the play park 

26.15	REPRESENTATIVES
	None.  
 
26.16	MEMBERS QUESTIONS
None
		
26.17	ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
                      Fund Raising event – provisional date 22nd August Liaise with Sports Centre committee 
                      
                                                            	
26.18	DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING	
	Wednesday 8th July 2026, 7.30pm at Swinton Reading Rooms



	
Chair of Swinton Parish Council 	Signature ……………………………………..

