


MINUTES OF THE MEEETING OF CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON THURSDAY, 2nd OCTOBER 2025
AT CHUTE VILLAGE HALL

92/25 OPEN FORUM
1 member of the public was present.
Huw Lovesey asked when the road from the old Vicarage, passed Parsonage Farm round to the junction with the village green in Upper Chute was going to be resurfaced. He also asked if the missing white lines in Upper Chute could be reinstated at the same time. 

[bookmark: _Hlk136944740]93/25 PRESENT
Cllr Wall (Chairman), Cllr Hopton, Cllr Taylor, Cllr Alderson, Cllr Rudland and Cllr Chris Williams (WCC). The Clerk was in attendance. 

94/25 APOLOGIES
There were apologies from Cllr Parr (Vice-Chairman), and Cllr Harker.

95/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

96/25 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held on 4th September 2025 were proposed by Cllr Alderson and seconded by Cllr Rudland. The minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

97/25 PLANNING
There were no new planning applications to review.

98/25 COUNTY COUNCILLOR / WILTSHIRE POLICE REPORTS
Cllr Williams said there was not much to report. At a recent LHFIG meeting the streetlight for the area around the bus shelter was discussed and the cost quoted is £3,700 + £1,500 for an electrical survey, so far too costly. Solar won’t work as the area is under the trees. Cllr Williams suggested a meeting with Rhiann Surgenor. 

Cllr Williams said that demand for a bus service was limited. Cllr Wall pointed out that the Link Scheme is available and could be used by residents for lifts to Ludgershall from where there is a regular bus service to Andover. We need to provide strong evidence that a bus service is needed as it is not considered viable. 

99/25 PARISH REPORTS
Highways (TH) 
In Cllr Harker’s absence Cllr Wall offered to chase up Grish Lohani about resurfacing the road from the Old Vicarage junction in Upper Chute passed Parsonage Farm and down to the junction with the main green. She will also ask the Parish Steward to clear the soakaway at the top of Butts Hill. Thank you to Mary Cummins for clearing the brambles. Cllr Harker is following up on the repair to the wooden signpost on Forest Lane.

Footpaths/Rights of Way (AR/MA)
CHUT14 – Cllr Rudland reported to WCC via the MyWilts app that the barrier at the exit onto Hatchet Hill needs reinstating because it is broken and dangerous. Cllr Rudland also emailed the WCC footpath representatives and spoke to someone, presumably from WCC, who was out inspecting the roadside access. She will follow up with WCC.
CHUT18. The determination of the re-routing of CHUT18 has entered a new phase as a Public Path Order has been raised. Cllr Rudland had prepared a list of supporting comments as to why the Parish Council had opposed the re-routing of this footpath, which were then approved and The Clerk was asked to submit them. 
Cllr Wall advised that a footpath map has now been posted on the Upper Chute notice board. 
King George Playing Field (CW/TH)
Cllr Wall advised that the Triking mower had been sold for £2,450. She thanked John Pead for getting it running again. The money will go towards fencing the roadside boundary of the playing field in addition to a donation from Chute Fete. The fence will be erected by Simon Withers who will also clear the brambles. 
KFC Andover Football Club Under 13’s would like to use the pitch but would need to install a small storage container for their kit. Parents can park on the end of the field or at Chute Club. They would be prepared to pay £1,500 - £1,750 for the use of the pitch. Cllr Wall will speak to the cricket club to make sure that there isn’t any conflict of interest although there were only 4 matches played this summer. 

Village Hall (CW)  
Cllr Wall advised that they are still waiting for the outside timberwork to be repaired. They recently held Eddie Quirk’s wake at the hall.  The fete has contributed £1,200 to VH funds. Thank you to the committee.

Allotments (MT)
Cllr Taylor advised that the hedges need cutting around the allotment site and the sheds are dangerous and need to be taken down. The question is whether they should be replaced.

The Land Registry has confirmed receipt of our request to change the address on the Title Deed from Cockards Farmhouse to the village hall but have advised that a new Title Deed won’t be sent out until February 2026. 
100/25 FINANCE 
The bank reconciliation and the corresponding bank statement for June was circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. Parish Council funds are £11,591.86 with £8,784.88 in the current account and £2,806.98 in the deposit account. These figures reconcile to the bank statements. The remaining 50% of the precept (£6,350) has now been received. The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation as a true record. 

The record of payments made and received since the last meeting is as follows:
Payments Made:
15/08/2025	Ionos re. basic monthly fee (C. Wall)		£       4.20
28/08/2025	Chute Village Hall – Rent			£   262.50	
28/08/2025	IdVerde – Grass cutting in Upper Chute		£1,879.98
15/09/2025	Land Registry Fee (Clerk)			£   276.00
16/09/2025	Bank Charges					£       4.25
18/09/2025	Microsoft Office 365 Sub (Clerk)		£     84.99
22/09/2025	KGPF – Transfer of CFPC income		£1,206.00
22/09/2025	Clerks Expenses – Land Registry Postage	£       3.70      
27/09/2025	Clerks Salary – September			£   260.00
27/09/2025	HMRC – PAYE				£     65.00
Payments Received:
12/09/2025	Chute Forest PC		£1,206.00
23/09/2025	WCC 50% Precept		£6,350.00
Payments for approval via online banking:
27/10/2025	Clerks Salary – October				£   260.00
27/10/2025	HMRC – PAYE				£     65.00

[bookmark: _Hlk163482454]The above payments were proposed by Cllr Hopton and seconded by Cllr Wall.
101/25 PARISH IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME
The Clerk will contact Rhiann Surgenor to look at alterative lighting options like illuminated bollards for the area around the bus shelter. 

102/25 CORRESPONDENCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
No new matters to discuss.

The meeting closed at 8.10 pm.

The next meeting of Chute Parish Council will take place on
Thursday, 6th November 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall



