


CLEE ST. MARGARET PARISH COUNCIL  
 
Minutes of Clee St Margaret Parish Council’s Meeting held on
 Monday 27th January 2025, at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall. 
 

1. PUBLIC SESSION. 
      10 members of the public were present. A letter was read out about a commoners use of motorised vehicle on Clee Liberty Common.  Another resident raised concern about the slow decision making on the access with motorised vehicles to property.  Both were noted. 

2. RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.
     Councillors Morgan, J Heighway, Jackson, I Heighway and Fisher. 

3. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members are reminded that they must not 
participate in the decision or vote on any matter in which they have a Disclosable Interest and should leave the meeting prior to the commencement of the debate. 
Councillor J Heighway in 10.6.
 
4. TO APPROVE THE MINUTESOF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
  2nd December 2024.
After slight amendment the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd December 2024 were signed and approved. 
  
5. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES 
5.1. Shropshire Council – Cllr Cecilia Motley.  
           No report. 
5.2. Village Hall – Cllr John Heighway.  
           The work  on the covered area is progressing with slabbing being carried out.  There is a live event on 15th February 2025 free to enter. 
5.3. Commoners Association – Cllr Richard Morgan 
           A Container to secure the common mechanical equipment is being secured.  Rules of the Association are to be sent to all commoners.  
 
6. CASUAL VACANCIES 
      Consider how to fill two vacancies.  No action.

       7.   CLERK VACANCY
        1.  Next steps to fill vacant clerk role.
             Locum clerk to ask for a deadline of 20th Jan to be added to advert on SALC website and  promote the vacancy on the clerk egroup.  Interviews first week of Feb. update.  One applicant has submitted a CV.  Clerk to invite them to an informal meeting initially.
       
8.  PLANNING
      8.1 New Applications.
         None. 
      8.2 Decisions. Noted.  
8.2.1 24/03851/FUL Village Hall Clee St Margaret Single storey open sided veranda to the west elevation over existing paved patio area.  Grant Full Planning Permission.
 
9. GENERAL COUNCIL BUSINESS 
       8.1 Bench in Clee St Margaret.   The volunteers will attempt the installation once the weather improves.    







10. THE COMMON 
10.1 Way forward. Update. Clerk has obtained one quote for an experienced solicitor Wellers. It was RESOLVED to engage Wellers Solicitors to help with the remaining access issues for the cost of £500.00.  Clerk to liaise with him to ensure the legal requirements are fulfilled. 
10.2 Policy to manage rights on the common. defer.
10.3 Agreement between various parties involved in roles on the Common.  Clerk to arrange an informal meeting.
10.4 query re a right of way and CROW Act land.  Clerk to talk to secretary of Commoners association.
10.5 Tree works by National Grid to ensure power lines are safe.
 Clerk has agreed some small trees can be cut back to ensure they do not disturb the power lines.  No vehicular access will be required. 

Councillor J Heighway left the room. 
10.6 Email from property owner on Common.  It was RESOLVED to write to the commoner requesting him to seek permission to use motorised vehicles on The Common.  clerk to arrange. 
Councillor J Heighway returned to the meeting.
10.7 Consider grant to Commoners Association towards Bracken Clearance.  It was RESOLVED to ask the Commoners Association for some figures  to establish funds available to the Association and their shortfall. Clerk to request.
10.8 Consider quotes for maintenance of Quad.
         Quote was not available.  

11. FINANCE 
10.1  Interest and Investment Income: £ 
10.2  Investment  Policy already in place..      
10.3    Bank signatories.  Clerk has form to be returned to Bank. 
10.4 Authorise Payments: It was RESOLVED to pay the following invoices. 
· Locum Clerks Pay and Travel Expenses: £ 700
· Locum Clerk Reimbursement: (Stationery, inks, software, domain) £25.00
· Hugo Fox £11.99
· C Rowe £100 x 2
· Clee St Margaret Commoners’ Association £319.27























10.5 Bank Reconciliation. 
	Bank reconciliation at 31 March 2025
	

	
	
	£

	
	Balance b/f 31.03.24
	28725.19

	
	Plus income
	6802.28

	
	Total
	35527.47

	
	Less: expenditure
	10304.30

	
	Total
	25223.17

	
	
	

	
	Balances at 31.03.25
	

	
	
	

	
	Current account Lloyds
	    2,092.93 

	
	savings ac Lloyds
	  23,618.25 

	
	
	  25,711.18 

	
	Less: unpresented expenses
	       500.00 

	
	Add unpresented income
	

	
	Total 
	  25,211.18 


10.6 Approve budget and set precept for year ended 31.3.26
It was RESOLVED to accept the presented budget.  It was RESOLVED to raise a zero precept.
10.7   Consider purchase of new laptop for clerk. Update.  Locum Clerk has managed to resolve the issues with the laptop.
10.8   Consider grant application from village hall committee.  It was RESOLVED to give a grant of £2500.00.
 
12. ELECTIONS 2025 1.5.2025.  Noted. 

13.  CORRESPONDENCE.  All noted. 
  13.1  SSAC minutes
  13.2  Information about Best Kept Village.
  13.3 Email regarding land status and a right of way.

 14.  DATES OF MEETINGS GOING FORWARD        
         14.1 Consider meeting every other month.  January,March,May, July,September and November.  On the third or fourth Monday.  It was RESOLVED to go ahead with bi monthly meetings on the fourth Monday.  Clerk to book meetings.
         14.2 Suggested Dates:
                   4th Mondays 31st Mar, 4th mon in May is a bank holiday suggest 4th tues 27th,28th Jul,   22nd Sept, 24th Nov.  
                   Note a May meeting needs to be held before the 18th May to comply with the law.  
                   
 15  ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING a date to be confirmed. Clerk to add the quad bike to the next agenda. HL Investment information.
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