Minutes of the meeting of Bucklebury Parish Council

held in The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury on

5.2

53

5.4

Monday 13 January 2025 at 7.30pm

Present: Cllr. D. Southgate (Chairman); Cllr. J. Allum; Cllr. G. Pask; Cllr. P. Teal; Cllr.
C. Willett; Cllr. L. Windmill; Cllr. G. Woods; Mrs. H. Pratt (Clerk).
Two members of the public were present.

Apologies.
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr. Dickens, Cllr. Loader, Cllr.

Spours and District Cllr. Read.

Declarations of Interest.

Register of Interests.

There were no changes to the register of interests.
Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items.

There were no declarations of interest in any agenda items.
Public Session.

Boules Court on Chapel Row Green.

Two parishioners attended to talk about a proposed boules court on the Green at Chapel Row.
The inspiration for the idea came as a result of the boules competition held at the Cottage
Inn as part of the Best of Bucklebury in 2024.

Approval has been obtained from Willie Hartley Russell, owner of Chapel Row Green, for a
boules court. Sufficient local residents have underwritten the cost of construction of the
court for it to be self-funding.

BPC questioned whether planning permission might be required and the parishioners agreed
to seek the advice of planners at WBC.

Minutes of meeting of BPC on the 9" December 2024.

The minutes of the meeting of BPC held on Monday 9" December 2024 were approved as
an accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

Chair’s Report.

Police update.
It was noted that BPC has not had an update from Thames Valley Police at a BPC meeting

for a long time. The Clerk will invite the PCSOs to attend a meeting.

Budget.

Cllr. Southgate reported that he had been through the draft budget with the Clerk and Cllr.
Pask.

Reports.

Prior to the meeting, Cllr. Southgate requested that reports be sent out in advance of the
meeting, such that meeting time is not consumed on updating councillors, but rather
answering queries and discussing matters resulting from the reports.

Actions.

BPC, as a whole needs to improve on following through on getting actions completed and
closed.

Clerk’s Report.

Annual Parish Assembly.

It was agreed that the Annual Parish Assembly (APA) will be held on Friday 23" May at
the Memorial Hall. It was agreed that the APA will be held alternately at the Memorial
Hall and the Victory Room.
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It was agreed that the keynote speakers should be associated with sustainability. Cllr.
Loader will be asked to consult with the Sustainable Bucklebury group about possible
options.

It was agreed that an update on the work on the Common should be included on the
agenda. Bucklebury Estate will be invited to send a representative.

Common Clearing for 2025.

The Clerk confirmed that Common Clearing will be held on Saturday 29" March and
Saturday 4™ October.

The Oaks.

The next edition of The Oaks will be published in mid-February. The deadline for copy
will be Sunday 2"¢ February.

Website.

The Clerk reported that an application has been submitted to Hugofox for the “bucklebury-
pc.gov.uk” domain.

Whilst issues remain with the security certificate on the current website, the necessary
changes have been made to the domain registration for Hugofox to resolve the issue. A
ticket has been raised with Hugofox to make the required change.

The planning app on the website continues to show an incomplete set of planning
applications and this problem is logged with Hugofox.

Cllr. Southgate has obtained the usage data for the website, which is poor, but this may be
due to the issue with the security certificate.

[Planning.

Planning applications on which BPC has been consulted by WBC:

24/02637/HOUSE — Kings Copse House, Southend.

Conversion of loggia to enlarge kitchen.

It was agreed that BPC has no objection to this application.

24/02664/FUL — Bucklebury House.

Construction of Machinery Store and Estate Olffice.

Concern was raised about the access shown on the site plan being the ceremonial access.
With a condition on not using the ceremonial access, BPC had no objection to this
application.

Applications to be considered by the Eastern Area Planning Committee.

24/01866/FUL — Middle Wood, Hatch Lane.

Erection of a dwelling with associated parking and landscaping.

BPC had no objection to this application, although it has had more than ten letters of
objection. It is therefore to be considered by the Eastern Area Planning Committee on the
15" January. It was agreed that BPC would not send representatives to this meeting.
Planning Decisions made by WBC:

24/00924/HOUSE — Bridle End, Westrop Green.

Detached garden building to replace existing outbuilding. Solar panel array to south roof
elevation.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.
24/02048/HOUSE — Woodside, Long Grove.

Removal of existing double garage, wood store and store, formation of new triple garage
with Ancillary annex accommodation above.

BPC objected to this application which has been withdrawn.

24/02041/HOUSE — Oaklea, Burdens Heath.

Single storey rear extension and garage conversion to form granny annexe.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.
24/02122/HOUSE - Eliezer Cottage, Zin Zan.

Conversion garden room into home office.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.
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24/02085/HOUSE — Hilltop Cottage, Hopgoods Green.

Single storey kitchen extension.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.
24/02377/HOUSE — Woodlands, Hatch Lane.

Single storey rear extensions and minor alterations to the first floor.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.
Adjacent Parish Applications.

24/02471/0OUT — Land adjacent Pine Lodge, Bucklebury Alley.
Outline application for a proposed new single dwelling on a site within the settlement
boundary.
This is a resubmission of an earlier application which was refused whilst the applicant was
obtaining further reports which are now included with this application. BPC did not
comment on the original application.
Update on the Local Plan.
Andrew Black, the BPC planning consultant, considers that the Landscape and the Vision
Impact Assessment continue to need a lot of work. The initial draft response to the current
consultation is expected from Andrew Black at the end of this week (16"/17™ January).
A Thatcham councillor was understood to have offered a simplified response template for
parishioners, however to date this hasn’t been forthcoming. Cllr. Southgate will attempt to
contact the Thatcham councillor and ClIr. Allum will contact District Cllr. Read with the
same request. BPC must ensure that there is some guidance for parishioners on how to
respond to the consultation.
Increase in traffic through Bucklebury Parish is one of the main issues.
The amended draft Local Plan refers to infrastructure being provided, but not necessarily
on site. The pipelines across the site are likely to influence where development will take
place and the access routes. The results of this may push development towards Harts Hill
and will make the site less viable. Cllr. Allum has raised significant concerns about sewage
management at the site with Olivia Bailey MP.
District Councillor’s Report.
District Cllr. Read submitted a report prior to the meeting:
The results of budget consultation will be available at the end of February.
Current open consultations are:

e Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment 2025

e Proposed Admission Arrangements for Community and Voluntary Controlled

Schools 2026/27

e Short Breaks Carers services feedback survey
There are 18 days left on the consultation for the modified Local Plan. WBC Planning
department have arranged a public meeting on the modifications and the next steps on
Wednesday 22" January at S5pm. This meeting will only be for parish councillors and is
expected to be online rather than face-to-face. It was questioned whether the press could
be used to encourage people to respond, but it was noted that Cllr. Dickens has already
engaged with the “Penny Post” and it’s a bit late to start talking to the NWN when
comments are needed by the end of January.
Cllr. Pask commented that a government white paper was published on the 16 December
which instigates unitary authorities across the country, each of approximately 500,000
electorate and mayoral authorities representing approximately1,500,000 electorate. Whilst
WBC is already a unitary authority, it is not considered large enough to be economic and
needs to merge. Possible options being considered include: Berkshire (including all of the
Berkshire unitary authorities), an East and West split of Berkshire, or possibly merging
with South Oxfordshire and the Vale of the White Horse.
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IFinances.

Payments to be authorised by Councillors:

Traffic Technology £180.00 Bi-directional SID component.

Bucklebury Memorial Hall £200.00 Grounds maintenance from 3/10/24 to
22/11/24.

Bibby Commercial Finance Ltd £40.80 Dog waste bin emptying (December)
and quarterly bus shelter cleaning.

Information Commissioner £40.00 GDPR

December salary, pension and £23.80

PAYE/NI contributions

Bucklebury Community Bus £500.00 Donation.

To review current balances.

Lloyds Current Account balance after all cheques

cleared and lodgements received: £21,887.33

Lloyds Current Account: £23,979.14 20" December 2024
Lloyds Business Instant Account for meadows: £33,021.36 20" December 2024
Scottish Widows Reserve Account: £33,313.35 8™ April 2024
Scottish Widows Gilroy Account: £4,658.72 8™ April 2024
Budget for FY25/26.

The Clerk circulated a draft budget prior to the meeting, showing a basic expenditure from
precept of £37,345.78. It was agreed to ring fence a further £5,000 for the Local Plan
master planning work and £1,500 towards fixed Speed Indicator Devices taking the total to
£43,845.78.

Cllr. Pask proposed that the budget be approved; this was seconded by Cllr. Morgan and
unanimously approved.

Precept for FY25/26.

It was agreed to raise a precept of £40,000 for FY25/26, this being an increase of £2,000
from £38,000 in FY24/25. It is expected that the difference of £3,845 will be covered by
reclaimed VAT and income from the Cemetery.

Fred Dawson Play area and Pump Track.

There was no update on funding the resurfacing of the pump track with tarmac. The Clerk
has made enquiries about funds which may be available via WBC, but has not heard back.

Cemetery.

Report on Cemetery Carols.

Cemetery Carols was a fantastic event which received a really good response from
parishioners. Donations of £650 were received. It was agreed to make a donation to the
Chapel Row Service Volunteers of £550. Cllr. Allum will make the necessary
arrangements for handing over the donation.

Working Party.

The Clerk will arrange a working party for late January or February.

Filming in the Cemetery.

A request has been received to use the Cemetery as a backdrop for the recording of some
music. It was agreed to decline the request.

Use of the Chapel.

It was suggested that the Chapel might be used for small musical concerts during summer
evenings. This generally received a favourable response.

Meadows.

Work on the trees in the meadows is scheduled to start on the 29" January and is expected
to last through until the end of the following week. Cllr. Pask and the Clerk have met with
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Tom Mason, the tree surgeon, to confirm the work. Residents of Morton’s Lane, who own
trees adjacent to the meadow, have been contacted about having work done on their trees at
the same time. Information about the work to be carried out has been posted on Facebook
and notices will be put up at all the entrances to the Meadows.

Cllr. Pask has spoken to the owners of the split oak belonging to a Little Lane property
which overhangs the large meadow. They are keen to do something about the tree, but are
unsure that WBC’s advice of reducing the canopy by 1m all round will make a sufficient
difference. One of the tree surgeons consulted about the trees in the meadow, suggested
that one approach for BPC might be to fence off the land under the tree in question.

The West Berkshire Countryside Society (WBCS) Volunteers will be working in the
meadows on Tuesday 21* January.

Highways.

Speed Indicator Device (SID).

SID continues to be deployed and has now recorded over 800k vehicle movements. The
data shows a reduction in speed when it is deployed. A new maximum of 88 mph has been
recorded in Broad Lane. Speeding concerns and requests for monitoring have been
received from residents of Hillfoot. Chapel Row residents have requested a permanent SID
at Scotland Corner. The possibility of this being funded by local fundraising in Chapel
Row has been suggested. WBC has given indicative costs of £3,000 to £6,000 for SID,
£600 for the post and £120 for annual maintenance, however WBC needs to develop and
agree a usage policy. BPC has allocated £1,500 for fixed SIDs through out the parish as it
is expected that others will be requested.

Thames Valley Police (TVP) Community Speed Watch (CSW).

Fourteen sites have been submitted to TVP and are awaiting approval for CSW use. Cllr.
Southgate reported that he is awaiting a camera from TVP. The rate of TVP processing
reported speeding incidents is scheduled to improve to 1 to 2 weeks verses the current
6plus weeks.

Grit/Salt.

All grit bins were checked and filled (using 7 bags of grit) on the 2™ January 2025. For the
first time, no rubbish was found in any of them. There are reserves of 13 bags of grit. The
bin in Paradise Way was found with the lid open. Other bins were found to have mice and
other residents in them. Councillors were asked to check local bins after the current cold
spell. Some bins need remounting on slabs.

Black ice, caused by surface water and drainage has been reported at Chapel Row. Ice
warning signs have been requested from WBC and Gareth Dowding (WBC) is looking into
1t.

Pease Hill has not been gritted, despite local arrangements having been made. It was
agreed that the Clerk would pursue a license from WBC for the bin to be re-positioned on
the verge on the lower part of Pease Hill.

Environment.

Sustainable Bucklebury.

Cllr. Loader submitted a report prior to the meeting, the following being the main points:

e The “sustainability map” for Bucklebury has been launched at:
https://www.sustainablebucklebury.org.uk/map. Residents are invited to submit
updates and details of any local sustainable initiatives, organisations and recycling
facilities to be added to the map.

e A meeting is planned to discuss the planting of a community orchard in the
meadows with the hope of planting approximately 20 trees in the winter of 2025/26
subject to funding.

e A “home energy group” has been formed and will be producing information
relevant to people in the parish.
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e Interested people can register on the website to receive the “Sustainable
Bucklebury” newsletter which will be sent out regularly during the year.
e The next public meeting will take place in February.
Works on the Common.
The Clerk reported that:
e Haul routes are to be repaired when a crust has formed on them. This is expected to
be in late spring or early summer.
e There have been 20 days of holly pulling to the west of Holly Lane. There are a
further 40 days of funding for holly pulling.
e Six lectern style noticeboards are currently under construction and will be installed
shortly.
e The path parallel to Burdens Heath is under construction.
e [t is anticipated that all the tree work will be complete by the end of February.
A complaint has been received about the amount of mud which has been left on Fanny’s
Lane. The Clerk will report this to the Estate.
VE — Day 80 event (Thursday 8" May).
ClIr. Woods reported that:

e The event has been registered with the official VE Day Organisation.

e A fish and chip van has been booked. Bucklebury Guides will be serving teas,
coffees and cakes. Conversations are taking place with: Graham Plank about a
hog roast, the Blackbird, the Bladebone and Tutts Clump Cider. People are also
welcome to bring a picnic.

e A piper has agreed to play at the event. The Three Rivers Choir and the Kennet
School Soul Band will perform along with smaller solo acts. We are encouraged
to sing “I Vow to Thee My Country” at 9.30pm.

e Two jeeps are confirmed as being available and several other lines of enquiry are
being pursued for period or military vehicles.

e Competitions are being considered, including best dressed in 1940s style and best
1940s picnic. Possible competition ideas for the school are being considered.

e Memories of VE Day itself either first or second hand, to be read out on the day
and possibly included in a magazine are being sought from parishioners,
particularly via St. Martin’s Club.

e Speakers for the tributes are being considered.

e Parking for the event will be on the Green (as for the D-Day 80 event) and
surrounding area.

e National bellringing is to take place at 6.30pm.

There was the suggestion of attempting to get the Battle of Britain Memorial flight to
deviate over the parish.
Correspondence.

Royal Berkshire Fire Service Consultation.

A consultation is being held on increasing the annual payment (as part of Council Tax), by
£5.00 for a band D property.

WBC Service Offering.

WBC is offering parishes the opportunity to take on responsibility for dog and litter bins
(some are likely to be removed in the next financial year), tree inspections for parish owned
trees and contributions to libraries.

Maintenance of byway (BOAT) for a disabled resident.

A request has been received to help fund work on a byway in the parish to enable a
disabled resident to use it. Bucklebury Estate have agreed to undertake work to improve
the byway.
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IRound Table Comments.

Dog Bin at the Victory Room.
This bin has been overflowing since before Christmas. This bin is emptied by WBC
contractors and has been reported to WBC.

Briff Lane Carpark.

The carpark at the top of Briff Lane appears to have been extended.

Defib Training.

The Memorial Hall Committee are in the process of organising some defib training for
early March and are currently requesting expressions of interest.

Memorial Hall.

There is a project planned to improve the toilets and the disabled access from Broad Lane.
In order to improve the access, the dog bin will need to be moved.

Lots of other ideas about improving the booking system are being discussed.
Background Noise.

Noise from the main hall during this meeting was distracting for some. This needs to be
monitored.

Work on the Common.

Concern has been raised about the amount of wood which is being removed between
Fanny’s Lane and Briff Lane and whether Environmental Impact Assessments were
completed prior to the work taking place.

Cold Ash (Christmas) Tractor Run.

It was suggested that the group who organise the Christmas Tractor run be asked to
consider coming up Harts Hill Road, and through Upper Bucklebury and Chapel Row.
This idea was supported and Cllr. Southgate will make enquiries.

The meeting concluded at 9.50pm.
Date of next meetings:

DS

BPC meeting: Monday 10" February at 7.45pm — The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall.
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