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INCLUDING THE VILLAGE OF RISPLITH
Clerk: Martyn Miller
Sutthills, Gate Bridge Road, Galphay, Ripon, North Yorkshire., HG4 3NT
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[bookmark: _Hlk219717593]Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 20th November 2025 at 7:30pm Grantley Village Hall
(2025-26 – 085) Present were Cllr. John Lennon (Chair), Cllr. Mark Smeeden (Vice-Chair), Cllr. Jim Wigginton, Cllr. Anthea Walsh, Cllr. Jacky Staniforth and Cllr. Simon Learoyd.
(2025-26 – 086) Also present were Martyn Miller, Clerk.
(2025-26 – 087) No Apologies were received. It was noted that Cllr. Martin Kirbitson had not attended a meeting or provided any reasonable excuse for the past six months. It was Resolved that the Clerk would write to Martin Kirbitson to inform him that section 85 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972 had been automatically invoked and that he was no longer a Parish Councillor.
(2025-26 – 088) No Declarations of Interest were received and consequently no dispensations were required.
(2025-26 – 089) It was Resolved that the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 18th September 2025 and the extraordinary meeting held on 20th October 2025 were agreed and considered to be true records and duly signed by the Chair.
Reports:
(2025-26 – 090) NYC report - Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister was not in attendance and no report had been provided.
(2025-26 – 091) Clerk’s report - The Clerk had circulated a written report covering VAT claims for past 4 years completed, Picking Gill rent and requirement for new lease, Sawley Parish Room Fund bank & building society accounts. A verbal résumé of the key points was provided.


[bookmark: _Hlk219722890]Consideration was given to the following correspondence:
(2025-26 – 092) Nidderdale Plus election of nominations for their Exec. Committee – It was Resolved to elect Paul Trewhitt (Birstwith PC) and Stanley Lumley (Pateley Bridge PC)
(2025-26 – 093) Request for permission to use Sawley Village Green - It was Resolved to give permission to use the Green on 30th May 2026.
(2025-26 – 094) Email via website re parking issues in Grantley – It was Resolved that Cllr. Lennon would write on behalf of the PC to the manager at the Grantley Arms.
[bookmark: _Hlk219723788]Ongoing Issues:
(2025-26 – 095) Commuted sums – Cllr. Wigginton provided a report of sums available together with a suggestion that NYC may be more flexible than HBC had been in the past. It was Resolved that Cllr. Lennon would contact NYC to request more flexibility and the possible amalgamation of funds.
(2025-26 – 096) Sawley Parish Room Fund decisions – It was Resolved to accept the advice of NALC legal team and administer SPRF separately from the Parish Council, with separate accounts, administration and meetings.
· Membership – It was Resolved that all members of the Parish Council would be members of the SPRF committee and the Parish Council would be the sole Trustee.
· Meetings – It was Resolved that meetings would take place as required with a minimum of 3 per year including an AGM.
· Appointment of Clerk to SPRF – It was Resolved to appoint Martyn Miller.
· Cambridge Building Society and Co-op Bank account signatories – It was Resolved to remove all existing signatories including the previous Clerk, David Taylor and replace with the following: Cllr. Simon Learoyd, Cllr. Anthea Walsh, Cllr. Jacky Staniforth and the Clerk Martyn Miller.
(2025-26 – 097) Report on updating the website – Cllr. Lennon is co-ordinating the contributions from other Councillors and once edited it was Resolved the contributions will be passed to the Clerk for uploading onto the site. 
(2025-26 – 098) VAS revised proposal – Cllr. Lennon advised the meeting that NYC had not changed their stance and the use of existing lampposts will not be allowed. This will mean that each village will require a mounting post to allow the solar sign to be used in both villages and moved between the two until such time as funds are available for a second unit. It was Resolved that Cllr. Lennon will contact NYC with the preferred locations and to request the necessary legal agreement to proceed with installation.
(2025-26 – 099) Playground inspections and equipment repairs – It was Resolved to adopt the play area risk assessments provided by Cllr. Walsh. In regard to the frequency of interim inspections it was Resolved to complete an annual ROSPA inspection followed in six months by an independent interim inspection, with Cllrs. Walsh and Wigginton providing regular weekly walk round inspections.
The quotation for repair work from Synergy was discussed and the consensus was that it was high, it was Resolved to obtain 2 additional quotes. Due to financial constraints, it was stated that consideration may need to be given to taking certain damaged equipment out of use.
(2025-26 – 100) Status of Bountin Hill and other areas of common land – The Clerk provided information from NYC together with Legal Topic Note (LTN) 54 from NALC. The documents show that Bountin Hill is common land with no known owner. The LTN 54 provides guidance for authorities on ownerless commons and states section 45 of the Commons Act 2006 does not empower a local authority to incur expenditure on activities to maintain or improve unclaimed land and by doing so may expose itself to liability for the same.
It was Resolved not to carry out any work at Bountin Hill and if any part of the land became a danger this would be reported to NYC for action.

[bookmark: _Hlk219732208]Financial matters:

(2025-26 – 101) Accounts for approval – the following accounts were Approved for payment:
	D N Taylor
	July payment
	
	22.09.2025
	£457.57

	Oak Landscape
	grass cutting 
	
	26.09.2025
	£572.40

	HMRC
	PAYE/NIC
	
	26.09.2025
	£281.90

	M J Miller
	Clerks salary Sept
	
	26.09.2025
	£290.01

	YLCA
	training
	
	26.09.2025
	£96.00

	HSBC a/c 716 
	transfer to 208
	
	03.10.2025
	£3,000.00

	M J Miller
	stationary
	
	31.10.2025
	£11.18

	M J Miller
	stationary
	
	31.10.2025
	£47.47

	YLCA
	training
	
	31.10.2025
	£27.40

	Oak Landscape
	grass cutting 
	
	31.10.2025
	£286.20

	HMRC
	PAYE/NIC
	
	31.10.2025
	£281.82

	M J Miller
	Clerks salary Oct
	
	31.10.2025
	£396.04

	Playground Project
	Inspection
	
	04.11.2025
	£186.00

	
	
	
	
	£5,933.99



[bookmark: _Hlk219732339](2025-26 – 102) The bank reconciliation report for the period to 20th November 2025 was Resolved to be correct. Current balance agreed at: 
HSBC a/c 716    £8,564.01
HSBC a/c 208    £6,761.67
                              £15,325.68

(2025-26 – 103) The spend vs budget report for the period to 20th November 2025 was Resolved to be correct.
(2025-26 – 104) Precept proposal 2026/27 – consideration was given to the predicted outcome for 2025/26 and the proposed budget for 2026/27. Following discussion of various options it was Resolved that a precept of £20,000 would be required, giving an increase broadly in line with inflation of 4.15% (an increase of £3.14 for band D properties).
(2025-26 – 105) Audit recommendations 2025/26 – The Clerk provided the meeting with a 15-point list that he had taken from last year’s audit report which required actions. It was Resolved that these should be the Clerks priority until the year end.
(2025-26 – 106) Financial checklist – The Clerk presented a financial checklist that is seen as good practice to be completed twice per year.
It was Resolved to adhere to this and Cllrs. Staniforth and Lennon agreed to check and sign off the form for the period up to November 2025.
(2025-26 – 107) Picking Gill lease/rent agreement – The Clerk advised that he had been in contact with an Estates Surveyor at NYC who said that the existing agreement is so old it had become illegible and that she had contacted the legal department to draft a new lease. This would have new heads of terms and the rent would be based on other similar sized sites in North Yorkshire. It was Resolved that the Clerk would pursue a new lease and bring a draft to the next meeting for approval.



Planning Consultations: 
(2025-26 – 108) Hollin Hill Farm
APPLICATION NO: 25/01843/FUL
PROPOSAL: Conversion of existing home office to first floor of existing Garage to form additional living accomodation to main house.
LOCATION: Hollin Hill Farm Sunny View To Hollin Hill Farm Risplith North Yorkshire HG4 3EY
GRID REF: E 423460 N 468289
APPLICANT: Mr And Mrs Harrison     
‘A’ The Parish Council has no objections was submitted.

(2025-26 – 109) Highfield House
APPLICATION NO: 25/03318/FUL
PROPOSAL: The installation of an arched and glazed entrance into an existing 1.5
storey ancillary building situated close to the dwelling house. The
glazed entrance to be surrounded by a course of stonework in the same
material used for the base of the building. The ancillary building
is partly clad with vertical weatherboards which will require replacement in the future. Permission is additionally sought to replace this cladding and an outer layer of breeze block with Yorkshire stone to match the stone plinth which constitutes the existing base of the building.
‘C’ The Parish Council does not object to or support the application but wishes to make comments or seek safeguards as set out below:
· The application should be modified to ensure the agricultural appearance of the building is maintained.
· The proposed change of materials would detract from the original character and appearance of the building.
· Restrictions imposed on any further alterations to the external appearance of the building to control any future window openings being formed.

(2025-26 – 110) Corner House Farm
APPLICATION NO: 25/03698/FUL
PROPOSAL: Conversion of agricultural building to a dwellinghouse
LOCATION: Corner House Farm Grantley North Yorkshire HG4 3PJ
GRID REF: E 423313 N 470027
APPLICANT: Mr And Mrs J Keele
‘A’ The Parish Council has no objections was submitted.


[bookmark: _Hlk219735385](2025-26 – 111) Closed Session (held in private due to the confidential nature)
The Parish Council discussed an ongoing dispute issue regarding a previous employee. 
It was Resolved that further communication would be made with the ex-employee in a further attempt to reach a resolution.
Meeting dates 2026/27:
(2025-26 – 112) Schedule dates for 2026/27 – The Clerk provided a schedule of dates for the coming year. It was resolved to approve these with a slight amendment to hold the village meeting for Grantley and Skelding on 5th March 2026 which is held at Grantley Village Hall. Having a locally held meeting may encourage more residents to attend.

[bookmark: _Hlk219735631](2025-26 – 113) Date and time of next meeting – 7:30p.m. 15th January 2026 at Sawley Village Hall.

[bookmark: _Hlk219804831]These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Clerk to the Parish Council, Martyn Miller.
Signed as a true record by Cllr.


……….……………………………………………………………………….
Date: 5th March 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk514858527]At the Regular Meeting of the Grantley & Sawley Parish Council held on 5th March 2026 it was resolved by unanimous vote to approve these Minutes, copies of which had been previously circulated to Members, as a true and correct record. These Minutes were then signed by the Chairman accordingly.
The signed Minutes are held in the Parish Council minute book at the Clerk’s address, below, and can be viewed by prior appointment.
Clerk : Martyn Miller, Sutthills, Gate Bridge Road, Galphay, HG4 3NT.    Tel: 07729696302
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