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Bewdley Town Council Response
Bewdley Town Council are currently at the draft plan stage of the Bewdley Neighbourhood Development Plan. The responses here therefore reflect the evidence gathered from the local community via two major consultations and from the technical evidence base.

The Town Council is in agreement with the overall description of Bewdley as “an attractive historic market town and popular visitor destination” and happy with the town’s place in the Settlement Hierarchy. It is felt that Bewdley’s development needs can be met without adjusting the settlement boundary.
The Council agrees with Policy 6E which sets out the role of Bewdley as a Market Town and allows for the protection of the town centre shopping zone and resistance of large retail development. The policy also supports the enhancement of sustainable transport links between the town’s tourist attractions and the town centre which the Neighbourhood Plan also supports. In particular, the Council supports scheme WFST3 in Policy 13 which is the “Active Travel Corridor” between Bewdley and the Wyre Forest via Dowles.
In section 6.38, the Council supports the fact that “Bewdley’s setting within the countryside is also an important factor and the Wyre Forest is located just on the town’s outskirts”. This is reflected in the emerging Neighbourhood Plan’s “Protecting the Countryside” objectives and makes reference in particular to Bewdley’s Ancient Woodland setting and Site of Special Scientific Interest. Access to these open spaces is also a priority in the emerging Neighbourhood Plan via green infrastructure initiatives as stated in Policy 14, the content of which the Council also agrees with. 
Section 6.39 makes reference to the Conservation Area. The Council particularly supports the view that “development within the town’s Conservation Area itself…is especially sensitive and will need to preserve or enhance the special character and appearance of the area. There are few development opportunities within the built environment and conservation is a priority”. In the emerging Neighbourhood Plan consultations, the community were clear that preserving Bewdley’s historic setting and landscape character were of vital importance.
Whilst the Council acknowledge and wish to preserve an area of separation between Bewdley and the neighbouring towns of Kidderminster and Stourport the Council do support the limited release of specific sites from the Green Belt which, in our opinion, no longer perform the role of Green Belt land as laid down in the NPPF. These sites are the Neighbourhood Plan’s preferred development sites as supported by the local community.

In terms of housing mix and density, the Neighbourhood Plan consultation results indicate that starter, low cost market and affordable 1 and 2 bed dwellings are most needed, followed by homes designed for elderly residents to downsize and encourage the vacation of existing larger family homes. The Housing Needs Assessment survey conducted in Bewdley supports this need and highlights that young people in particular are having to move out of Bewdley due to the lack of “affordable” homes.
The local community have also stated that large housing developments in Bewdley will not be permitted and only developments comprising of 50+ units which meet the town’s specific needs will be supported. Two of the three preferred sites in the emerging Neighbourhood Plan have potential allocations in excess of 50 dwellings but are likely to deliver housing that is needed in Bewdley. Early negotiations with potential developers have been and should be undertaken which would include negotiations over infrastructure, water management and community facilities such as school places/physical extensions and road improvements. 
The Council opposes the potential allocation of land off Habberley Road as a site for travelling showpeople (WA/BE/6 and Policy 8F). There is no requirement for this in the GTAA and the call for sites document references the site’s proximity to a hotel and a golf course. This location is therefore not suitable due to its tourism value and poor access to the site for large fairground vehicles either through the town centre or using the junction at Catchems End if using the bypass. 
Policies 11B and 26 are to be supported, and in particular the importance of preserving Bewdley’s setting, open spaces and views of the town.  

Policies 11E and 27E in terms of Bewdley’s riverside must allow for sensitive regeneration of specific riverside areas. The Council particularly supports section A in policy 27E which states that “…initiatives that make a positive contribution to the creation of a high quality riverside environment will be supported...”. The Neighbourhood Plan specifically allocates Riverside North as a zone for potential regeneration for leisure and recreation uses in line with the riverside meadows landscape character. This zone could also include car parking to reduce traffic congestion in the town centre.
The Council supports the overall policy (22A) which limits use classes in the “Primary Shopping Frontage”. The Neighbourhood Plan is broadly in line with this but limiting A classes to A1, A3 and A4. The emerging Plan will also include C1 as it is important for a town focussed on tourism to have opportunities for centrally located visitor accommodation.
The Council supports the provisions made in Policy 27A which seek to preserve the distinct identity of Bewdley. This includes its “prominent views, vistas and skylines” and “heritage assets”. The Neighbourhood Plan consultation results ranked the preservation of the town’s distinctiveness as vitally important to the local community. Part iv of Policy 27A is of particular relevance here.

Tables 33.0.1 and 33.0.2 in Policy 33 set out the proposed site allocations for the Local Plan. The Council supports the following sites which are included in the emerging Neighbourhood Plan and have the support of the local community:

WA/BE/1 Stourport Rd Triangle (support removal from Green Belt)

WA/BE/5 Land south of Habberley Road (support removal from Green Belt)

WA/BE/3 Catchems End (support removal from the Green Belt). Support for development only extends to the half of the site abutting the Safari Park roundabout. The half of the site adjacent to All Saint’s church should be made available as public open space and is not suitable for development.
However, the Council strongly opposes the site at Highclere and will not be included in the draft Neighbourhood Plan. Justification for this includes:
· Site is of high landscape value on the West side of Bewdley where development is not supported by the community;
· Water run off would put undue pressure on Snuff  Mill Brook;
· Road access via Park Lane/Wyre Hill into and out of the site is very restrictive;

· No easily accessible public transport provision;
· Development on the west side of the town is unsustainable due to the traffic congestion and subsequent air pollution which will have an adverse effect on the existing AQMA;

· Accessing services from sites on the west of the town would be difficult due to the restricted access via the Welch Gate AQMA. This would result in any development becoming “divorced” from the town and unlikely to contribute to the town’s economy or enhance community cohesion.

The Council have received strong local opposition to the inclusion of this site and it is our opinion that 30 units can be catered for elsewhere through windfall development, or by allocating 30 dwellings over the three remaining preferred sites.
The emerging Neighbourhood Plan resists any development beyond very small sites of up to 10 units on open space to the west of the current urban settlement boundary which also has overwhelming support from the local community through the NP consultation process. The allocation of this site has no relevance in the Local Plan considering the high landscape value, local opposition, the small scale of the proposed development and the unsuitability of the site for those people who would live there, in terms of transport and access to local services.

Further meetings are to be held with WFDC Planning Policy to ensure the LDP and NP are aligned going forward.
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