Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
13th January 2025
APPROVED MINUTES
	Interests
	Present 


	Cllr A Sharp
Cllr M Ridley
Cllr S Dalglish
	Cllr S Nixon
Cllr K Teasdale
Cllr I Hutchinson

	Cllr A Cheverst 
Cllr J Sheils
Ms Emma Ackroyd - Clerk


	
	1/25
	Apologies for absence - Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr G Heppell

	
	2/25
	Public Questions – No questions

	
	3/25
	Declarations of Interest 
The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.  

	
	4/25
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on Monday 2nd December 2024 
The minutes were reviewed and approved with the correction of an error: Cllr Keith Teasdale, not Alan Teasdale, was recorded as seconding a motion on page two.
Proposed by: Cllr J Sheils  Seconded by: Cllr K Teasdale  AGREED    

	
	5/25
	[bookmark: _Hlk102401201]Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda
None

	
	6/25
	Grounds Report
6/25.01 Grounds Meeting 13th January 2025
Key resolutions from the grounds meeting included:
· Agreement to replace four planks on the two bridges over the Burn.
· Requesting NCC’s neighbourhood team to repair a dangerous fence above the two cottages.
· Continuing to monitor the Burn erosion and footpath safety.
Proposed by: Cllr A Cheverst Seconded by: Cllr J Sheils AGREED
6/25.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelter
· Benches in the Memorial Park may require refurbishment, clerk to inspect and report to NCC if needed 
· Acknowledgment of completed renovations to the West End bus shelter.
6/25.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
· Concerns raised about the lack of lighting on solar-powered footpath lights during cold weather. Solar batteries affected by temperature. 

	
	7/25
	Northumberland County Council (NCC)
7/25.01 County Council Report 
The council resolved to request a site visit with Neil Snowdon to discuss concerns about the Local Transport Plan (LTP), including omissions of key requests.
7/25.02 Asset Transfer
No further updates were provided on the land transfer near the swimming pool.

	

	8/25
	Police in Haltwhistle 
The report covered incidents from 22nd November 2024 to 9th January 2025, including:
· Arson at Ramshaw Field.
· Youth disturbances in the marketplace on 13th December.
The council agreed to send a formal thank-you email to Keith, who is retiring from the police force, for his years of service to Haltwhistle.

	
	9/25
	Neighbourhood Plan
· A meeting is scheduled for Monday, 20th January, to review progress. This was later updated to Wednesday 22nd of January. 
· Councillors are encouraged to attend the session for input into the consultation stage.

	
	10/25
	Borderlands Projects 
· Concerns were raised about delays in progressing projects under Borderlands funding.
· Updates on feasibility studies for specific sites, including a potential solar energy initiative, were shared




	
	11/25
	Monthly Councillor Surgery
The next surgery will take place on Saturday, 25th January 2025. Volunteers were assigned to attend, with additional councillors welcome to join. Members of the public are invited to discuss Haltwhistle matters on Saturday 25th of January at the office on the station platform.

	
	12/25
	Town Green Charity - Comb Hill Play Park
The council approved the request from the charity to maintain and pay for necessary work and repairs to the play park.
Proposed by: Cllr A Cheverst   Seconded by: Cllr M Ridley    AGREED

	





	13/25
	Planning Applications         
13/25.01 24/04377/FUL: Proposed porch and rear extension at 32 Fair Hill. No objections were raised.
Proposed by: Cllr M Ridley  Seconded by: Cllr J Sheils  AGREED

	
	
	Other Planning Matters
None

	
	14/25
	Grant Requests
None

	
	15/25
	Financial Matters
Bank and cash balances as of 31st December 2024 were reviewed and approved.
Proposed by: Cllr A Cheverst Seconded by: Cllr K Teasdale  AGREED

	
	
	Other Financial Matters
15/25.05 Budget 2025-26 
15/25.06 Precept 2025-2026 
The council discussed the precept and budget in detail, focusing on balancing essential spending with reserves. Key areas of expenditure were reviewed, including grounds maintenance, community projects, and staff costs. NCC has raised the annual cost of the grounds maintenance by £30,000. The precept was approved at £180,000 for the next financial year, the rise reflecting the cost of grounds maintenance.
Proposed by: Cllr A Sharp Seconded by: Cllr M Ridley AGREED                                                    

	
	16/25
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
It was noted that the necessary tree surgeon work was progressing well

	AS
	17/25
	Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre
No updates

	
	18/25
	Media: It was decided that Haltwhistle Town Council should increase information released to the public through various channels. A strategy for how to go about this was formulated

	
	19/25
	Correspondence
Discussion of the dog waste bag top ups took place. A report of a loose lamppost was received.

	
	20/25
	Any Other Business (AOB)
· Complaints were noted about missing bins near the Fryery. Investigations will be conducted.
· A suggestion was made to review lighting to support the dark skies initiative.


	
	21/25
	Next Meeting: 
The next meeting will be held on Monday, 3rd February 2025, at 6:30pm in Haltwhistle Library.
Grounds meeting: Monday, 3rd February 2025, at 5pm in Haltwhistle Library



Signed Chair:                                                  Date:  3rd  February 2025              Page 2 of 3
