Bardon Mill Parish Council
11th November 2025
Draft Minutes

	Present
	Cllr S Furlong

Cllr J Oliver

Cllr M Nixon

Cllr V Furlong
	Cllr C Swinburne 

Cllr M Robson
Cllr F Wancke
	Cllr A Sharp - County
Clerk – Mrs Susan Saunders


	Time
	7.00pm

	58/25
	Apologies for Absence – Cllr G Gill; - prior arrangement.

	59/25
	Declarations of Interest – no interests declared

	60/25
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on Tuesday 13th May 2025 

The minutes were approved 
Proposed Cllr C Swinburne                     Seconded Cllr S Furlong                                Approved

	61/25
	Matters Arising from the minutes of Tuesday 12th August – no matters

	62/25
	Public Questions – no questions

	63/25

	Planning Applications 

63/25.01 To be Determined
25/02946 The Vicarage Beltingham – Maintenance, repair and refurbishment - no objection submitted – comment to be approved.
25/02947 The Vicarage Beltingham – LBC consent for Maintenance, repair and refurbishment - no objection submitted – comment to be approved.
Proposed Cllr C Swinburne                                Seconded Cllr V Furlong                           Approved
63/25.02 Determined
25/02346 and 02347 High Meadows, B Mill – retrospective restoration – GRANTED
25/02520 Rosewood House  - 6 dormer windows - GRANTED 

	
	Northumberland National Park Authority– no plans to consider

	64/25
	Northumberland County Council 
64/25.01 Cllr Sharp reported that the ‘slow’ sign at the east end of Bardon Mill has been sited. Members questioned why there was not a matching one on the other side of the road. Cllr Sharp will ask for one to be fitted.

Cllr Sharp was asked to organise the clearing of Ridley Bridge and Birkshaw drains as they need re-clearing.

64/25.02 Local Transport Plan –Priorities submitted – to approve.

1. Top of Birkshaw Bank along with limekilns to military road (C312).
2. Ridley Bridge to Ridley village
3. The road from Ashcroft Farm to the railway requires re-surfacing 
Proposed Cllr V Furlong                           Seconded Cllr C Swinburne                                Approved
64/25.03 Community Governance Survey – response of no changes required were agreed and the clerk asked to submit.

Proposed Cllr C Swinburne                                Seconded Cllr S Furlong                           Approved
64/25.04 Corporate Plan and Budget Meeting – Both Cllr Wanke and Cllr Sharp were in attendance but were disappointed with the style of the meeting. It was more  of a Q&A rather than an explanation of the budget.
64/25.05 Request for lighting at bus stop opposite war memorial – members considered this request from a resident but, as there is no electricity nearby it was agreed that it was not viable.
64/25.06 Definitive Map Order RB No 65 – No comments were proposed.

	65/25
	Crow Hall Farm Woodland Creation Project
The next open meeting in Bardon Mill is 15th December 15.30-19.30 in the village hall.

	66/25
	St Cuthbert’s Church, Beltingham Maintenance

The request has been postponed due to work being undertaken on the Yew tree and the PCC feeling it would be better under their ownership for the time being. 

	67/25
	NorthumberlandALC – The council has now signed up with HugoFox and a domain name has been registered. The new website has to be designed from scratch which could be undertaken in house or HugoFox can complete the work including one on one training on using the site for the clerk. The cost of this is £199 plus VAT and members agreed to proceed with this option.

Proposed Cllr S Furlong                           Seconded Cllr C Swinburne                                Approved

	68/25
	Grants Requests 
Playing Fields Association – A letter has been received from the association as they are in the process of purchasing a new mower.   Members were keen to support this request and proposed an amount in the region of £800. Once the association have secured other funding, they will contact the council to inform them of the actual amount they would need. This will hopefully be in time for the February meeting.

Proposed Cllr S Furlong                           Seconded Cllr V Furlong                                Approved
British Royal Legion Poppy Wreath - £100 donation to approve.                                                                   
Proposed Cllr S Furlong                              Seconded Cllr F Wancke                                  Approved    

	69/25
	Reports on Financial Matters
69/25.01 Income & Expenditure as at 31st October 2025 - noted                                                                               
69/25.02 Accounts for payment at 11th November 2025    
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BANK RECONCILIATION

Appendix 2

min ref: 69/25.02

BANK £ £ £

Balance as at  31/10/2025

Current Account £6,994.91

Plus  outstanding lodgements

Less outstanding payments

NET BANK BALANCES AT  31/10/2025 £6,994.91

The net balances reconcile to the Cashbook - receipts and 

payments account - for the year as follows

CASH BOOK £ £

Opening Balance as at 1st April 2025

5377.92

£5,377.92

£5,377.92

Add: Receipts in the Year £5,336.00

Less Payments in the Year £3,719.01

Closing balance per Cash Book [Receipts & Payments] 

as at  31/10/2025

£6,994.91

£0.00

Payments for  11th  November 2025

Henshaw Parish Council 325.19

Monthly and annual pay insepctions, maintenance & play bark

HSBC 2.00

CQ banked chg

Mr F Furlong 200.00

War Memorial Grass Cutting

Henshaw Parish Council -133.00

Contribution requested for WM Grass Cutting

The Rpyal British Legion 100.00

Poppy Wreath

Total Payments to Approve 494.19

Receipts

Contribution from Henshaw for Film Club 67.00

Included in bank balance above

                                       
The accounts of £494.19 were approved for payment with the RBL included.
Proposed Cllr M Robson                     Seconded Cllr C Swinburne                                   Approved
69/25.03 Budget for 26-27 and Precept amount to agree.

The budget was discussed and approved and the precept for next year was set at £5497 a 3% increase. This will have the effect of an increase in a Band D house council tax of £0.84.

Proposed Cllr M Nixon                     Seconded Cllr M Robson                                   Approved

	70/25
	Correspondence received since last meeting - Noted  

	71/25
	Any other relevant business – no matters
The clerk was asked to write to Patrick Doody to thank him for the work in tidyin the area around the War Memorial.
Cllr S furlong reported that the National Trust car park is closed at Allen Banks in adverse weather conditions as a result of advice from their insurers. 

	72/25
	Henshaw Parish Council

The council have been advised that the Pitman’s Trail was leased to the village hall under the arrangements made at the time of the hall being built. Henshaw Council have agreed to take responsibility of this piece of land back.

	73/25
	Dates and times of next meeting

Tuesday 10th February 2025 - 7pm Henshaw Church Hall. The meeting closed at 7.50pm
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