


[bookmark: _GoBack]Carlton on Trent Parish Council
Minutes of the virtual meeting held
on Tuesday 6th April 2021
Participating: 

Cllr, L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Eley, Cllr M Hopkins, Cllr M Martin, Cllr M Rawson, Cllr D Wells-Pope, Cllr R Whate, DCllr S Michael and T Grimes (Clerk)

1. To consider any apologies for non-participation
CCllr BL was unable to attend due to being in purdah for the coming elections.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s wages and expenses.

3. To accept the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 2nd March 2021 via Zoom 
The minutes were accepted as a true record.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public
LH raised the issue of the pavement next to the pumping station in Church Lane not having dropped areas for mobility scooters, etc forcing users into the road instead of on the pavement. DCllr SM offered to report this to BL.
LH reported that a resident in the council bungalows had been house bound throughout the pandemic because they are unable to get down the step to leave their house. The council offered to put a slope in but the nature of the resident’s condition means that a slope is not feasible. The council suggested approaching a charity to get a patio door put in for access. LH asked DCllr SM to follow this up because the council should have a duty to ensure residents have access. DCllr SM felt that the council had met their duty in offering a slope but asked for more details so that she could check.
DWP reported an issue with drainage near the Grey House. There is a drain but the gulley that directs water into the drain has sunk and now directs it away from the drain causing it to pool nearby and to leave a muddy mess when the water evaporates. DCllr SM offered to report this.

5. To note the following matters arising from previous minutes 
a. Carlton Cares group
LH reported there had been an Easter newsletter and the trail and garden competition were well received. 
b. Notts CC Broadband Voucher Scheme
MM had nothing to report.
c. CIL Money Bench
The clerk reported that Shaun Brown had issued a new s115 permission request form and it had been signed and returned so hopefully installation would be imminent. It was however, noted that the new form said neighbouring residents must have been consulted and support the project before it goes ahead. DWP offered to approach the neighbours to ensure they were happy with the replacement bench.

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
DCllr SM reported on the latest vaccination statistics for the county and informed the meeting that 3 new centred had opened across the county.
7. To consider any planning matters
a. Notifications Received
b. Planning applications to discuss 
c. Any other planning business
There were no planning matters.

8. To consider adopting the new Code of Conduct
The clerk reported that the expected guidance from NALC had not arrived in time for the meeting.

9. To consider making provision for if meetings cannot take place after 6th May
The clerk circulated NALC guidance stating that remote meetings had to end on 6th May when Covid legislation expires. The guidance suggested preparing for if face to face meetings could not take place due to delays in lifting lockdown or to local lockdown if there is an outbreak of Covid. The clerk listed expected payments and activities that could be delegated to enable activities to continue.

RESOLVED: To delegate payments up to £300 to the clerk.
RESOLVED: To delegate responses to planning, correspondence and consultations to the clerk, having obtained a consensus of opinion via email.
(proposed LH, seconded DWP, carried unanimously)

10. To note/respond to the following communications
a. NSDC – Community Litter Bin Project
LH reported that NSDC were running a new litter scheme, whereby they supplied a wheelie bin for the community to use for litter picking. It was suggested that a good location for the bin would be near the bench/style in Ferry Lane. 

RESOLVED: To take part in the litter scheme.
(proposed LH, seconded DWP, carried unanimously)

11. To note/respond to the following consultations
a. NSDC – Carlton on Trent Parish PDSO (dogs)
It was felt no comment was necessary.
b. NSDC – Draft Local Validation Checklist
It was felt no comment was necessary.
c. Government – Remote Meetings Call For Evidence
It was felt a response should be submitted so the clerk asked for opinions on remote meetings. Everyone agreed that whilst they may have been effective, they had definitely excluded regular attenders who didn’t have the technology to join remote meetings. It was therefore felt that imposing remote meetings would not be appropriate, it should be an available option and each council should decide when it was appropriate for them.

RESOLVED: To respond to the survey as above and provide anecdotal evidence relating to experiences and cost savings.
(proposed LH, seconded MM, carried unanimously)



12. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
This was checked and approved.
b. To appoint an internal auditor
The clerk confirmed that Mike Harness was happy to continue.

RESOLVED: To appoint Mike Harness for the 2021 internal audit.
(proposed LH, seconded DWP, carried unanimously)

c. To review the year end accounts
These were noted. 
d. To make a declaration of exemption from External Audit
It was noted that income at £5516 and expenditure at £3726 were below £25,000, meaning that the council can be exempt from external audit.

RESOLVED: To sign the declaration of exemption from external audit.
(proposed LH, seconded MM, carried unanimously)

e. To note a change in printing costs
The clerk reported that the ink jet cartridges had dried up due to low usage. The clerk therefore explained that they had moved to a laser printer and would charge per page rather than ask for the council to buy a set of toner cartridges which would be far more expensive and it would be difficult to determine what proportion was council and what proportion was private. Based upon the most recent cartridge purchase, printing would work out at 12p per page, starting with the audit printing. 

f. To approve the following payments
i. Clerks wages and HMRC – TBC
This was confirmed as the regular monthly amount with no payment to HMRC.
ii. Clerks expenses
The clerk reported having printed 93 pages of invoices and evidence for the audit, costing £11.16.

RESOLVED: To make both payments.
(proposed LH, seconded RW, carried unanimously, MM did not discuss or vote)

13. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
RW thanked the bulb planters commenting that the village looked lovely.
RW also reported a street light which wasn’t working; No 3 on Ossington Road. The clerk offered to report this.

14. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be 4th May at 7.00pm for the Annual Parish Meeting and 7.30pm for the Annual Parish Council Meeting.

The meeting closed at 20.44



