



MELLING PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF
 MELLING PARISH COUNCIL


 HELD ON 8th SEPTEMBER 2026 AT MELLING PRIMARY SCHOOL, WHEELER DRIVE, MELLING


Present:  	Cllrs: Ashburner (in the chair), Baker, Devine, Harrison, Ledgerton, Luckett, Rogers and Todd.


3500:	Apologies for absence.
None.

3501:	  Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 14th July 2026.
 	RESOLVED that the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 14th July 2026 be approved as a correct record.  

3502:	Declarations of interest - Members are invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests and other interests in items on the agenda as required by the Melling Parish Council Code of Conduct for Members and by the Localism Act 2011. 
	None.
	       
3503:	Public participation. 
Two residents attended to express an interest in the casual vacancies.

3504:	Casual vacancies. 
RESOLVED that the casual vacancies be noted.

3505:	Melling leaflet update.
	Members received the proof of the next edition of the leaflet and information needed to 
	be collected for the winter edition was discussed. 

3506:	Litter picking (Standing item).
	RESOLVED that:
1. A formal invitation would be issued to the wombles group to attend the next meeting;
2. The dog fouling intervention based on the dog poo fairy imagery from Keep Britain Tidy be purchased at a cost of £150 subject to the necessary permissions from Sefton MBC being obtained; and
3. 7 dog poo bag dispensers to be purchased at a cost of £20.26 each plus the purchase of bags to fill the dispensers and each dispenser be allocated to an individual councillor to keep stocked subject to the necessary permissions from Sefton MBC being obtained.
	
3507:	Community event.
	RESOLVED that:
1. The cost of catering for the event to be provided by Melling Fish Bar be approved at a cost of £452 for 50 people;
2. Desserts would be provided by individual Councillors;
3. The initial invitee list was approved;
4. Presentation nominations were agreed;
5. The clerk will prepare certificates and review options for the purchase of glass awards;
6. An outline of the programme for the event was agreed with a start time of 1pm, food served at 2pm and presentations at 3pm plus time for entertainment;
7. The Risk Assessment, Operational Plan and Emergency Plan for the event were approved; and
8. The clerk to make enquiries with the MRCA as to the options for the provision of welcome drinks at the event.

3508:	Reports of meetings.
	None.

3509:	Correspondence.
	Cllr Harrison reported on the state of the footpath on Chapel Lane and had requested that the brambles be cut back which has now been done and also shared a schedule of incomplete estate works for the Waddicar Rise development.
	Cllr Rogers confirmed that a request had been sent to the estate agent who had erected a for sale sign on the village green to remove the sign.
	Cllr Todd had retrieved correspondence from the suggestion box about blocked drains on Waddicar Lane and the clerk will report these to Sefton.
	A resident has written in about construction work taking place which relates to a planning application that has been submitted.

[bookmark: _Hlk202014703]3510:	Planning Applications.
RESOLVED that the applications in the schedule circulated be noted.

3511:	Chain of office.
	RESOLVED that:
1. The remaining shields on the existing chain of office to be engraved with the names of past chairmen up to and including Cllr Alan Todd from 2021 to 2024 after the remembrance service in November;
2. The chain to remain in use whilst enquiries are made into obtaining a new chain;
3. Enquiries to be made with St Thomas’ Church as to whether it will be possible to display the chain in the church alongside the earlier chain of office once it is no longer needed;
4. Councillors to research options and costs for a replacement chain which will record past chairmen from Cllr Sue Ledgerton from 2024 to 2026 onwards and bring the information back to a council meeting when it is available.  

3512:	Final external auditor report.
	RESOLVED that the report be noted and no further action required.

3513:	Accounts paid and for payment.
	RESOLVED that the amounts listed on the schedule be paid.

3514:	Proposal to explore feasibility of a community garden for Melling by Cllr Carol Devine.
RESOLVED that a working group be set up consisting of Cllr Devine, Cllr Baker, Cllr Luckett and Cllr Rogers to explore the feasibility of a community garden for Melling.


J Farrar – Clerk to the Council.
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