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Helping shape the town’s future

Although in Mid Test we live in the rural part of the Borough both Romsey and Andover are important to us. The Borough Council owns a lot of land and buildings in Andover in particular and that together with purchase of the Chantry Centre gives us great opportunities to create something new, exciting and special in the town. 
Residents, businesses and visitors are being encouraged to share their feedback to help shape the redevelopment of Andover’s town centre.
So far, more than 800 have shared their views. Masterplanners Hemingway Design and NEW Masterplanning have launched a survey asking residents and businesses to have their say. You can find this through www.thinkandovertowncentre.co.uk. A downloadable version can be found here.
Canvassing forms
Electoral Services have been sending out forms to addresses in the borough over the last few weeks in order to check who is eligible to vote. Around 55,000 forms have been sent out to properties asking residents to check and confirm the information we hold.
The easiest way to respond is to follow the instructions on the form and respond either online or via the listed phone number, which helps the council to save money.
Draft affordable housing consultation

A new plan to shape the future of how the council delivers affordable housing in the borough is being drawn together and residents are being asked to contribute.
The draft affordable housing supplementary planning document 2019 is to provide advice on how the council’s affordable housing policy is to be implemented. Consultation will begin on August 30 and run for six weeks. The document, once adopted, will form the basis for the Local Development Framework which helps decision making on planning matters. Residents can get involved by emailing their views on the document to planningpolicy@testvalley.gov.uk by October 11.
Longstock Neighbourhood Plan
Following an application from Longstock Parish Council, TVBC has confirmed the designation of Longstock parish as a designated neighbourhood area on August 22. This means that a Neighbourhood Plan can now be prepared for the parish. This follows an extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council took place with member so the public attending and a good debate on the importance of the NDP was held. 
Refill project arrives in Romsey

More than 20 locations in Romsey have signed up to the nationwide refill project together with the council and Romsey Future. The scheme aims to reduce single-use plastic by offering visitors the opportunity to refill their water bottles for free.
Businesses, who sport a sticker in the window, include book shops, pubs and Romsey Rapids.

Test Valley Association of Town and Parish Councils/TVBC – First Annual Conference.  
We are including this again because this is really important for the way the Borough and Parish Councils work together in the future and would like to see as much Mid Test presence as possible. The Community Building and Preschool project in King’s Somborne will be one example used in the workshop.

The Borough Council has been working with the Test Valley Association of Town and Parish Councils on ways to consolidate our ongoing partnership at local level. One of the ideas to emerge from these discussions is a proposal for a joint annual conference. As a result, the first of these events will take place on the morning of Saturday, 21 September 2019 at 9.30am. 

The purpose of the conference will be exploring issues of mutual interest and give us an opportunity to build upon our already strong partnership with Town and Parish Councils. The outcomes from the event will help us plan future joint working for the benefit of our communities. 

All borough councillors are invited to attend and each Town or Parish Council will be invited to nominate 2 councillors and their clerk. It will be a great opportunity for us to discuss how we will work with Town and Parish Council colleagues to meet the commitments in our new corporate plan. 

In particular the new plan states: 
“Building upon our success in empowering communities, we shall work closely with town and parish councils and other local organisations, to strengthen this work further.” 

The conference will be held in workshop style to allow for as much learning and networking as possible. We will cover a range of issues on the day including development planning, funding opportunities, governance issues and community planning. It is intended to hold the event in the Village Hall at Kings Somborne but we may move to a larger venue if demand for places is high. The venue will be confirmed in early September. It would be great to see as many of the Mid Test Parish Councils represented as possible. 

I would be grateful if you could confirm your attendance with Steph Kelly by Friday, 16 August. 

For more information, please contact Cllr Tony Ward.

Test Valley Borough Councillors Community Grant Scheme
Don’t forget we have the ability to provide small, but often effective, grants to encourage community led initiatives, supported by local councillors who will play an active part in helping their communities deliver their ambitions
Who can apply?
• Voluntary groups / not for profit organisation / incorporated clubs and societies
• Parish or Town Councils
• Schools, in relation to their wider community role
• Borough Councillors (where there is no external sponsoring organisation)
What can be applied for?
• Up to two-thirds of the cost of the project or activity
• Maximum grant is normally £1,000
How do I apply?
• Discuss your proposal with your local Borough Councillor(s)
• Read the eligibility criteria and guidance notes on the TVBC web site
• Visit the Council’s online grant system and begin your application.


Contact
Councillor Ian Jeffrey		cllrijeffrey@testvalley.gov.uk		01794 388872
Councillor Alison Johnston		cllrajohnston@testvalley.gov.uk	01794 517939
Councillor Tony Ward		cllrtward@testvalley.gov.uk		01794 389649

