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Astwood & Hardmead Parish Council
Minutes 
9th May, 2024– Astwood Village Hall
Present:
John Durden (Chair) Derek Phillips, Teresa Giddings, Piers Sheddon, Kim Durden, Peter Geary, Pauline Mitchelmore (Clerk), Arlene Ormston (off duty) 2 members of the public

Apologies:  Paul Das, Keith Mclean, Debbie Whitworth
	1.
	Welcome & Apologies for Absence
	

	
	See above
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Approve the Minutes of Last Meeting – 11th January, 2024
	

	
	Signed and passed to clerk
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items
	

	
	None
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Public Question Time
	

	
	None
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Ward Councillors Report
	

	
	PG confirmed that there is an existing plan for 30,000 new homes. MK Council wishes to increase this to 62,000.  MKC will release a plan in June to demonstrate their preferred site options for the additional 32,000 homes. Sherington & Chicheley are possible borders.
A report will be issued to highlight those areas that have been rejected. 

The affected parishes will be meeting to discuss the plans in detail. The aim will be to draw parishes together who are likely to be affected, share information and be able to discuss and fight MKC’s intentions with a unified approach. 

A recent survey stated that MK needed 1,900 new homes per annum.  JD questioned if the infrastructure is in place to cope with the expansion. PG said that MK Hospital was initially built for 180,000 people, the ambition is that it will cover 480,000 by 2050.  The new extension to MK Hospital will manage current numbers. Section 106 monies offered but as it stands, only 75% will be received, the remainder has to be raised locally.  The MK City Plan will be delivered to the Planning Inspector in June 2025.

PG stated that the Ward boundaries are under revision, leading to an increase in councillors and a possible move from a rural to urban PC.   Stage 1 review closes 15th July and urged all councillors to review the proposal.
	








	
	
	

	6.
	Police Report
	

	
	Astwood – No recorded crime
Hardmead – No recorded crime
Operation Rover – Farmers given a radio with a link to the police to report, fly tipping, hare coursing etc. This is in place until end of July /August.

16th July – Stoke Goldington will be the next venue for the North East Rural Forum. 
Emma Bailey, the new Chief Superintendent, will be attending and Graham Cox (Highways) will be invited.

AO reported that TVP will be visiting villages independently to carry out Speedwatch activity.  This will not be in conjunction with the volunteer groups already providing Speedwatch sessions.

AO stated that the area now has 4 PCSO’s with a potential for two more and with 4 PC’s currently in place, which is likely to increase. 
	





JD/DP

	7.
	SIG – Traffic & Speeding Report
	

	
	DP reported that between 16th Jan – 9th May 2024 Speedwatch conducted 23 sessions (12.5 hours) with 240 vehicles recorded above the 36mph threshold, representing 15% of the vehicles monitored. 

A comparison during a similar period for 2023 showed not only is traffic increasing but so is the speeding, less than 40% of traffic exceeded 40mph. Data for 2024 so far, has identified that greater than 40% are travelling at 40mph plus (8% of speeders recorded in this period were above 47mph in a 30mph zone. 

There has been a minimal membership increase and retaining resident volunteers is becoming challenging, therefore monitoring sessions are limited.  Recognition & support from TVP and MKC of the levels of speeding is a challenge.  Evidence that speeders are being contacted by TVP has yet to become apparent.  There is a risk of further traffic increases as Cranfield University expands (e.g. Marshall Aerospace).

The team are noticing increased levels of unacceptable behaviour towards them and are feeling that it serves little purpose if there is no positive outcome. 

DP reported at the North East Rural Forum meeting the team feels unsupported by TVP and MKC and raised questions as to whether letters are being issued or visits taking place, that the regular newsletters are not being issued and questioned if the statistics on the official site are correct? 

MW (member of the public) stated that a TVP camera van was sited in Astwood due to the data previously provided by Speedwatch, but only the site in Cranfield Road has been allocated for this operation. 

DP asked AO if she could acquire the statistics via Lee Turnham as the new PCC has asked for specific focus on speeding issues. 
	

	
	
	

	8.
	SIG – Play Areas
	

	
	Astwood – TG stated that the mole issue has been resolved by using the windmills.  Only minor observations in terms of rubbish and children attempting to climb the trees. One goal post has been removed due to damage.  JD suggested we look into purchasing two new goal posts – possible CIF application?

Hardmead – Extra play equipment being fully utilised. 
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Village Hall & Garden report
Regular coffee mornings on the second Sunday of each month have been successful. Thanks to all volunteers and bakers, who rarely take any money and yet still pay for their coffee & cake! Combining a coffee morning with an event has proved to be popular.  

Banking is now online and account balance is £3842.00 but plans to decorate internally and externally will release the majority of the funds. 

Quiz & pizza evening filled the hall and have rebooked again for October.  Summer fete is on 15th June and much support will be needed on the day.  Hog Roast will be back in the village on 1st September.  All these events are for the upkeep of the village hall and garden for all to enjoy.
 
The June coffee morning will include Speedwatch presentation/stand manned by DP
	













DP

	
	
	

	11.
	SIG – Planning Matters
23a Main Road approved
Paul Das approved new garage
Solar Farm – no further info. 
	

	
	
	

	12.
	SIG – Financial Report
	

	
	The accounts from April 2023 – March 2024 are available to view in detail on the Astwood and Hardmead website.

The defibrillator in Astwood has been replaced at a cost of £834.00.  The current balance stands at £6423.73 

Hardmead residents have requested a dog /rubbish bin. PS to look at potential site. JD will investigate as to who covers the cost.  

A course for defibrillator training is being organised by Chrissie Phillips and more details will be announced via social media.

MKC issued a £500 Hardship grant for those requiring support.  Despite sharing this information within the parish there were no applications.  Therefore, JD suggested that 50% be sent to MK Homeless Partnership and 50% be retained for the heating in the village hall.  Update: Monies have been directed to MKHP.

CIF application by end of May – Village Hall improvements required. Upgrade VH roof? Kitchen? Decoration?
	

	
	
	

	14.
	Chairmans Report
	

	
	JD reported that parking in the close of Cranfield Road is becoming increasingly over crowded with only limited spaces.  This could be an issue for emergency services access.  JD will investigate as to who can use the car park at the rear of the properties.

Neighbourhood Watch requires more focus and PM will make contact to see what progress they’ve made since their initial visit. 

Recording of outstanding MKC issues for the parish requires an internal spreadsheet and process. 
	

	15.
	AOB
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	16.
	Date of Next Meeting – 18th July, 2024
	

	
	
	

	17
	Close – 9.30pm
	




Approved:  ………………………………………………..…….
Date:  ………………………………………………………………
