
IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

POLICY RE MONUMENTAL SAFETY RISK

SUMMARY
The Cemetery, located in St Katherine Way in Irchester opened in 1929 for burials and cremations and is the responsibility of the Irchester Parish Council.

Falling memorials may cause injury or death. Memorials may become loose from their bases, or bases could become loose in the ground.  Jointed memorials are “inherently unstable” and could break, or lose cohesiveness at any point, over a period of time.

1
Inspection

Inspections are carried out on rolling basis over a period of approximately 2 years recorded on the Memorial Inspection database.

Inspections are carried out by the Registrar and/ being

First inspection - visual

Second test - by hand

Any problems that arise between inspections are dealt with as soon as practicably possible.
Information is given of the inspection by placing a sign on the cemetery notice board.
2
Testing Regime and Safety Awareness

· Pressure must be applied in the direction in which an unstable memorial may fall.

· Awareness of what a falling memorial may dislodge.

· Awareness that using too great a force may lead to personal injury, e.g. strains.

· Awareness that a memorial may topple with a slight force, causing the inspector to lose balance.

· How to make unstable memorials safe.

3
Warning Signs

· Angle of lean from vertical
· Disintegrating mortar
· Undue spalling/flaking
· Missing parts
· Ground settlement
· Waterlogged ground
-
Dried out, cracking ground
4
Requirements: Monumental Masons
Fixing of all memorials must comply with BS8415 and NAMM (National Association of Memorial Masons) regulations
Working Method Statement and Public Liability Insurance is required of all Monumental Masons
5
Handling of Unstable Memorials

· Each situation is assessed individually
· Headstones considered to be dangerous will be laid flat immediately.

· Headstones which are insecure but not dangerous will have notices attached to them. Photos may be taken to confirm this action. Steps will be taken to identify and inform the owner of the memorial so that they may be re-fixed.

· If an unstable memorial is not re-fixed by the owner, or if the owner cannot be traced, its condition will be monitored. If the condition deteriorates, the Council will take responsibility and the memorial may be laid flat.

6
Record Keeping

Detailed records are kept, by the Registrar, on behalf of the parish council, of all inspections, actions and attempts to contact the owners of unstable/ potentially unsafe memorials by the Registrar.
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