North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 Wednesday 16 October 2024

Present: Councillor Henning (Vice Chair)
Councillors: Burnett, Duell, Loftus, Mears, Rawling and Spencer

In attendance: I Humphries - Clerk
                        Cllr Ashby    - NCC
                        

                         
46. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Agnew and Farrell.  

47.  Issues raised by Members of the Public
       There were no issues raised.

48. Ward Councillors Update
· A meeting had been held with the Consortium.
· A ramp was to be reinstated at the shop to improve access.
· There was still an opportunity to plant more trees in the ward.
· Brunton Park was now better served by bus services however there was also a heavier volume of traffic.
· The condition of roads in the ward was getting worse.
· The Rotary Club were offering crocus bulbs; Members accepted the offer in principal.

49 Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 18 September 2024              were confirmed as a correct record.
50. Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
· Bench seat – this was now sorted.
51. Vacancy
[bookmark: _Hlk162174675]       Members received the expression of interest from Mr Nicholas Linfoot in the 
       vacancy for Parish Councillor. Members were minded to co-opt Mr Linfoot and 
       asked that he be invited to attend the next meeting.

52. Grounds Maintenance
      Since the previous meeting it was reported that a quote for grass cutting only had 
      been received from Grass Box. Discussions were ongoing with the garden     
     contractor for the Care Home regarding maintenance of Planters. It was also 
     recognised that the plot of land at Greenfield Road be considered for 
     maintenance. The WI had indicated that they could do work on some planters but 
     not all.

     Members agreed to consider this matter at the November Meeting when more 
     detail would be available.
   
53. Play Areas
      Members noted the offer from the Great Park Consortium to transfer the land and 
      play equipment to the Parish Council in respect of play areas in Melbury and 
      Walkworth Woods. The offer included funds for maintenance for the first few 
      years. Members took a cautious approach to the offer, considering such issues 
      as insurance, maintenance, repair and renewal.

      It was agreed to obtain further details and discuss the offer in full at the 
      November meeting. 

      It was also suggested that the Consortium might offer other small pockets of 
      open space land to the Parish Council.

 54.Financial Matters
        Members authorised payments to Clerk salary, HMRC and room hire. A financial 
      statement covering first two quarters was received.
                                                                                                 
55.  Planning Matters      
      Applications in respect of the following properties were considered –
 
	2023/0866/02/RVC
	Northern Rigby Club: Variation of conditions 3 and 4 regarding use of LED floodlighting
	No objection

	2024/1436/01/TPO
	Inglewood, Great North Road: TPO application – works to trees as per tree survey dated 8th August 2024 (TPO 1988/012) 
	No objection

	2024/0623/02/RVC
	18 Featherstone Grove: Removal or rewording of condition 3 regarding bicycle parking
	Noted


        

56. Matters raised by Members
· While a success, income from the Autumn Fair was slightly down on the previous year.
· Members agreed to increase the contribution for the Christmas Tree from £50 to £60
· Member agreed to meet outside of this meeting, to make progress on the Roads and Pavements survey.
· The trees on the GNR at Melton Park junction were still a problem to motorists sight lines.
· Members were informed that following the adoption of Melbury, some pockets of land would remain in the ownership of the house owners.
· Members noted the City Council Review of Polling Places and Polling Stations and had no concerns in respect of those within the Parish Council area.

Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting was scheduled for 20 November 2024.
