


Haltwhistle Town Council - Minutes for the Meeting on Monday 11th of May 2026 at 6:30pm Venue: Haltwhistle Library, First Floor

Present: Cllr A Sharp (Chair), Cllr M Ridley (Vice-Chair), Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr S Nixon, Cllr K Teasdale, Cllr G Heppell, Cllr J Sheils, Cllr S Dalglish, Cllr A Cheverst
Apologies: Cllr A Howells, Haley Howells
Also Present: Emma Ackroyd (Clerk), Jan Birks (Deputy Clerk), County Councillor Rachel Mathieson and 3 members of the public.

6pm – Presentation from the Haltwhistle Music Festival
Council received a presentation regarding the upcoming Haltwhistle Music Festival. Members discussed the proposed programme, funding arrangements, donation collection, community involvement and future legacy events. 

89/26 Election of Officers
89/26.01 Election of Chair
Cllr A Sharp was nominated for Chair.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – Approved (Unanimous)
89/26.02 Election of Vice-Chair
Cllr M Ridley was nominated for Vice-Chair.
Proposed: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Seconded: Cllr A Cheverst – Approved (Unanimous)

90/26 Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr A Howells and Cllr H Howells.

92/26 Public Questions
This item was brought forward on the agenda.
Residents raised ongoing concerns regarding parking issues on West Road. Members heard concerns regarding lack of available parking, vehicles obstructing access, safety concerns for pedestrians, and difficulties for emergency vehicle access.
Members discussed previous discussions with Northumberland County Council regarding potential additional parking provision and acknowledged frustrations expressed by residents.
County Councillor Rachel Mathieson advised that discussions remain ongoing with NCC officers regarding possible solutions.

91/26 Appointment to Outside Bodies and Committees
91/26.01 Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee
Cllr A Sharp, Cllr M Ridley and Cllr D Rogan-Mackie were appointed.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – Approved
Proposed: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Seconded: Cllr S Nixon – Approved
Proposed: Cllr A Cheverst, Seconded: Cllr S Dalglish – Approved
91/26.02 Haltwhistle Partnership Ltd Board of Directors
Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr A Howells and Cllr A Sharp were appointed.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – Approved
91/26.03 Staffing Committee
Cllr K Teasdale, Cllr G Heppell, Cllr S Nixon and Cllr H Howells were appointed.
Proposed: Cllr S Dalglish, Seconded: Cllr A Cheverst – Approved
91/26.04 Burn Field Village Green Working Group
Cllr M Ridley and Cllr D Rogan-Mackie were appointed.
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – Approved
91/26.05 Renewable Energy Working Group
Cllr A Cheverst was appointed.
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr S Dalglish – Approved
91/26.06 Borderlands Working Group
Cllr A Cheverst and Cllr S Dalglish were appointed.
Proposed: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale – Approved
91/26.07 Neighbourhood Plan Working Group
It was agreed that all Councillors would be invited to attend meetings of the working group.

93/26 Declarations of Interest No declarations of interest were received.

94/26 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th of April 2026 were considered.
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr J Sheils – Approved

95/26 Matters Arising from the Minutes
Members noted the success of Armstrong’s 100-year anniversary event. Agreed to send a card of congratulations.

96/26 Grounds – Reports and Resolutions Arising
96/26.01 Grounds Committee Meeting Report – 5th of May
The Grounds Committee report was received.
Members noted:
· No tenders had been received for bench repainting works. 
· The memorial plaque request for the bench overlooking the carnival grounds would proceed. 
· The recent coffee morning was well attended, with approximately £638 raised for the new noticeboard. Positive feedback had been received regarding the event. 
· Quotes to be obtained for resurfacing works at Comb Hill play area. 
· Concerns regarding the Hemmel Burn grill cover were raised with NCC. 
· Clerk to contact Tom Bowes regarding bridge issues. 
· Additional dog waste bags to be purchased. 
· Dog poo fairy signage approved for order.
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale – Approved
96/26.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters 
No additional matters discussed.
96/26.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
No additional matters discussed.
96/26.04 Hanging Baskets
Members approved arrangements for hanging baskets.
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale – Approved
Members noted the community litter pick scheduled for Sunday 17th of May.

97/26 Northumberland County Council Report
County Councillor Rachel Mathieson provided a report.
Members noted:
· Funding had been secured for replacement goalposts. 
· Updates regarding the Sycamore Gap site. 
· Memorial Park fencing repairs remain on the schedule for completion. 

98/26 Police Report
The Police report was received and noted. Members raised concerns regarding incidents of harassment by knocking on windows within the community.

99/26 Neighbourhood Plan Report received and noted.

100/26 Borderlands Report received and noted.

101/26 Monthly Councillor Surgery
Members noted the recent surgery had been successful.
Cllr S Nixon and Cllr G Heppell to attend the next surgery on 23rd of May, postponing it one week.

102/26 Planning Applications No Planning applications received.

103/26 Grant Requests
The Music Festival grant application was considered. Awarded £500
Proposed: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Seconded: Cllr A Sharp – Approved 

104/26 Reports on Financial Matters
104/26.01 Bank Reconciliation & Payments for Approval
Financial reports were presented and noted.
104/26.02 Profit and Loss Report
Profit and Loss report received and noted.
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale – Approved

105/26 Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee Report received and noted.

106/26 Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre Report received and noted.

107/26 Policy & Risk Assessment Review
The following policies and risk assessments were reviewed:
· Standing Orders & Financial Regulations 
· Councillor Expenses Policy 
· Freedom of Information Policy 
· Grant Awarding Policy 
· Social Media & Press Policy 
· Training & Development Policy 
· Health & Safety Policy 
· Co-option Policy 
· IT Policy 
· Risk Assessments 
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr M Ridley – Approved

108/26 Media & Press Report received and noted.



109/26 Haltwhistle Town Christmas Lights
Members discussed increasing the Christmas lights budget allocation to £5,000.
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr A Cheverst – Approved
Members also noted a recent visit from a coach tour company interested in bringing visitors to Haltwhistle.

110/26 Sycamore Gap Sapling Members discussed updates regarding the Sycamore Gap sapling.

111/26 Correspondence Correspondence received since the previous meeting was noted.

112/26 Any Other Business No additional business raised.

113/26 Dates of Next Meetings
Annual Town Meeting – Tuesday 19th May 2026 at 6:30pm – Haltwhistle Library First Floor
Town Council Meeting – Monday 1st June 2026 at 6:30pm – Haltwhistle Library First Floor
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