
Newcastle-under-Lyme Draft Local Plan 2020-40 
Report of the Steering Group to the Parish Council’s Planning Committee 
 
This report sets out the general details, the policies and specific proposals of the Local Plan (LP) 
affecting the Parish to enable the Parish Council (PC) to respond by 7th October the end of the 
consultation period.  This report highlights matters significant to the Parish and sets out 
recommendations to support, object or comment on them for your considerations. 
 
The PC in responding previously to the first consultations on the draft LP supported the Green Belt 
and the Village Envelope boundaries, it did not support the employment allocation at Junction 16 
and had serious concerns were raised on the housing allocations in Keele Parish because of the 
traffic impacts on the A525/ 531 through the Parish.  Concerns were also raised if the “Rural Centre” 
designation led to significant development. 
 
The Plan 
The final draft of the 215-page the LP comprises 9 policy areas which include 55 specific policies.  
The Plan recognises that the ‘made’ Betley, Balterley and Wrinehill Neighbourhood Plan (NP) forms 
part of the statutory Development Plan for determining planning applications in the Borough (para 
2.12). 
 
Strategic Objectives 
Strategic Objectives for the Borough affecting the Parish include: - 
 
Support for the vitality of rural villages (para 4.9) 
Support for Neighbourhood Plans (para 4.11) 
Protect the Green Belt except in strategic needs (para 4.15) 
Protect and enhance the historic environment (para 4.16) 
 
Policies affecting the Parish 
Betley and Wrinehill jointly is identified as a rural centre required to meet some of the development 
needs of the Borough (Page 15 para 3).  Reference is made to the Rural Area Topic Paper 2024.  , 
The start date for the housing figures in the LP needs to be clear and any implications from revised 
Government housing targets. 
 
Housing Policies include details of affordable housing and densities in rural centres.  Policy HOU8: 
proposes rural and first home exception sites where the proposed development would directly adjoin 
the settlement boundary of the rural service centre (page 40). Whether the settlement boundary and 
the Village Envelope coincides needs to be clarified. 
 
Policy PSD3: Distribution of Development allocates 250 new homes to be built in Betley, Wrinehill, 
Madeley and Madeley Heath.  Only one site is identified in Madeley (ref Map 10 MD29) for 150 new 
houses).  The LP supports development within settlement boundaries and, in the Parish, the Village 
Envelope is surrounded by Green Belt for which there are no proposed changes. 
 
Policy SE9: Historic Environment (pages 82-86) provides details of the value of historic areas and 
buildings including the Historic Urban Character Areas which was included in the NP. 
 
Recommendations: - 
 
1. The Local Plan be welcomed in principle; 
2. The Strategic Objectives and Policies be supported; 
3. Concern be expressed on traffic impacts on the Parish of the housing allocations in Keele and the 
potential development at Junction 16: 
4. The Neighbourhood Plan be monitored, revised against the adopted the LP, expected by 2026 

and rolled to same end date 2040.  
5. The Steering Group to continue work on monitoring the NP to enable it to be updated and revised. 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 


