  Minutes of the Stockton Parish Council Meetings: 7.30pm on the 3rd May 2023, Norton Village Hall.
Present:  

Councillors Gavin Hamilton, David Plant, John Pigg, Barry Spittle, Steve Bagnall, Henry Phillips and  Andrew Bennett.

Graham Bould (Clerk). 

Shropshire Councillor Richard Marshall.

One Parishioner.
34/23. Election of Officers and the signing of their declarations 23/24.
Councillors Gavin Hamilton and David Plant agreed to stand, were duly proposed and seconded as Chairman and Vice Chairman respectively then signed their declarations for 23/24.
35/23. Election to any outside bodies.
Members agreed that the Chairman and Vice Chairmen attend the local SALC meetings.
36/23. Declarations of Interest:
23/1097/FUL: Cllr Gavin Hamilton 
37/23. Minutes of the meeting held on the 1st March 2023 .
RESOLVED: that the minutes and actions of the meeting of Stockton Parish Council held on Wednesday 1st March 2023 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 
38/23. Clerks Report.
The Clerk gave an update from their circulated report. Attention was drawn to the completed Stocks/Whipping stick at the centre of Norton Village thanks to Apley Estate. The new bench has been commissioned with Second-life Products Wales Ltd after agreement with the family over the bench signage. Thanks were placed on record to Shropshire Councillor Richard Marshall for securing licker picking equipment for the 'Norton Wombles'.
39/23. Planning Applications.
23/1097/FUL: Apley Farm Shop, Stockton Building, Stockton. Construction of a new portal frame building to provide a store for the shop, cafe & play barn stock and staff room/toilets. No Objections.
40/23. Newsletter.
The Spring edition of the newsletter has been successfully completed and delivered throughout the Parish. The Editor, one of four within the editorial and delivery team moved back with family in Yorkshire at the end of April 2023. If the newsletter is to function other than a quarterly A4 broadsheet in the future an additional person will need to be recruited who has and/or is willing to learn some of the required design/IT skills for example micro-soft publisher.
41/23. Village Hall report.
Feedback from the Village Hall relates to the Coronation event planned on the 6th May, two car-boot sales on the 14th May and 25th June 2023. The continued disappointment that they have been unable to move forward with the internal decorating as the Apley Estate (the landlord) has not dealt with the damp within the kitchen.
42/23. Highways and Footpaths.
Members agreed that work be undertaken to submit  new Expressions of Interests (EOI) to Shropshire Council for the footpath renewal on the A442 from the South Lodge to the junction of Stockton House and Church,and the resurfacing of Cheswardine Lane as highlighted within the Parish Councils Place Plan. Members also agreed that an approach be made to SAMCO to include within the drainage and ditch works quote for the 23/24 Environmental Maintenance Grant application from the B4176 towards Cotsbrook/Higford the cost of dropping the curb close to South Lodge on the A442 to allow for wheelchair and pushchair access onto/off the footpath. 
43/23. Jubilee Play Park.
The bi-monthly site inspection carried out by Cllr Barry Spittle was tabled, agreed and a hard copy is held on file. The yearly ROSPA inspection id due during June 2023.
44/23. Inspections.
The bus shelter has been swept, the bin emptied and the defibrillator is in good working order. Work is on going in terms of the general parish notice board attached to the Village Hall due to the delivery of the required 'toughened' glass.
45/23. Finance.
1. Accounts for the period, Approval of Accounting Statement and Approval of Governance Statement 2022-23.
2. The Parish Council agreed the following items of expenditure.

	100348
	Goulburn Settlement Estates (play park rental)
	£10.00

	100349
	S J Gurr-Gearing (mowing play park)
	£555.00

	100350
	R J Weir (mowing/strimming play park)
	£320.00

	100351
	Zurich Municipal (insurance)
	£555.43

	100352
	David Broome (internal audit)
	£50.00

	100353
	Clerks Expenses (expenses)
	£31.50

	100354
	SALC (affiliation fee)
	£193.06

	100355
	John Pigg (materials)
	£68.61


46/23. To agree any items for a future agenda. None
Date of the next meeting: Wednesday 5th July 2023, 7.30pm Norton Village Hall
Meeting closed at 8.30pm 


Chairman………………………………………………… 






Date………………………………………………………..

Graham Bould (Clerk), 18, Mendip Close, Little Dawley, Telford. TF4 3JG                                                                  

07792300702 gbouldparish@yahoo.co.uk, 
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