Yes, there was a Church
A brief History of Kirkandrews on Eden her people and neighbours.

The majority of this research was done by the late William Robert Story in about 1974 for whom we are eternally grateful.

HISTORY

In 945 AD in an attempt to obtain a peace settlement with the Scots, Edmund, King of Wessex, granted Cumbria (Cumbri) to Malcolm 1st, King of Scotland on condition that King Malcolm became his helper on land and sea. David I was the fourth son of Malcolm and he became King of Scotland and Cumbri in 1107 and died peacefully at the age of 69 in Carlisle 24 May 1153.

King Street, the road from Kirkandrews to Beaumont saw many Kings of Scotland and England pass through the village.

Edward I (Hammer of the Scots) stayed 2 nights and one day before his end aged 68 on Burgh Marsh on the 7 July 1307 and after lying in state in Burgh Church he returned through Kirkandrews on the long journey to Westminster Abbey. But 154 years earlier David I also passed through for burial in his native Scotland.

Kirkandrews-on-Eden belonged to the group of Manors known as the Barony of Levington (Kirklinton). Richard de Levington, at his death in 1250, held 20 bovates there of the King. His widow Sarra in 1299, held one-third of the hamlet of Kirkandrews in dower, of the inheritance of her husband, who held the same in chief by service of 6.3/8 cornage. His niece Helewisa, had in 1272 12 bovates and two thirds of bovates in 1319, 
Walter de Kirk for be obtained licence to ***** his brother, John of 3 messuages, 3 ***** (?carneates), one quarter of a mill and a fishery in the Eden at Kirkandrews, to hold to John and his heirs. John died in 1327 seised of 3 messuages and 60 acres, held in chief, and service of 4s cornage paid at Carlisle exchequer. In 1331 Pattrick de Southayk had without the King’s licence, given 2 messuages and 40 acres to John, son of Simon de Kirkandrews and Elena, his wife to hold during their lives, and they were permitted to retain the same. John died 1349.

William Storys father’s farm, Dickinson, has an appropriate name Kirkgate, because it stands across from Church yard gate. The Church was standing here in 1667 between Roman Wall and the Vallum.

The vanished Church has been located in the centre of the Church yard. Length of knave 20ft Chancel loft square width 18ft and the Walls were 2ft thick.           

The Church was a poor one. Bishop Bernard 1204-14 confirmed it to the Church of St Andrew of Marrick, Yorks., and the Nuns there, to hold land appropriate, as the charter of  nominees Adam, son of Adam de Levington (d 1210) testified, and reserved Episcopal rights. Bishop Hugh 1219-25 confirmed to the same nuns the Church of Kirk Andrews on Eden, Carlisle to hold and convert in prop***** usus, provided that they appointed a Vicar. The Vicar was not taxed in 1291 because his benefice was worth 4 ***** (?marks) only, but the portion belonging to the Prioress of Marrick was rated at £3.
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John Del Marche 1371 Vicar of Kirkandrews on Eden and exchanged beneficiaries with John Dickinson ?collated to Dalston on 7th Sept 1371. His Will was proved on 6 Feb 1379, by which, he desired his body to be buried in Dalston Churchyard, or elsewhere as God should appoint.

There were many other Robsons in the Kirkandrews parish. One was late of the City of London returning with money to the North and buying in 1732 a house with a barn containing three rooms in length which seems to mean an old building on sites and was three bays long. John Robson, tailor, died in 1748. Could this be the Manor House?
Studhome of Grinsdale, a family which had owned a m***y of Grinsdale from the time of Edward III 17 & 18 century. The names Hind, Barnes, Martin, Liddle, Hodgson, Norman come late in the 17th century. 

An old saying “Proputty, proputty sticks and proputty, proputty grows”

1653. John Robson of Kirkandrews was buying up land and houses, half a boat of water at Cargo. He died in 1675 his son of the same name, he too bought property and land in Cargo *** and an enclosure on the common allotted him by his neighbours in exchange for his common rights. He died in 1710 leaving to Elizabeth his widow and 3 daughters who inherited.

1658. Elizabeth Burton relict of Edward Burton of Kirkandrews sells land to John Robson yeoman, ‘haith granted (him) ale that her care of arable land---‘ in the fields of Kirkandrews in several places half acre lying in Gully lands adjoining to the lands of Wm Threlkeld on the East and John Hodgson of Sivers field and Elinor his wife on the West. Two roads on the Millings adjoining Stephen Robson on the East and Wm Burton on the West.  The other road lying on the Bralages to Stephen Robson, Elizabeth Burton, Mark B Robson, Mark T Edward Robson, Robert Robson Mark R.

Bralages means a hollow shot, a name brought over by the Vikings.

Gully Lands meaning a slant or hollow.

Chirm & Carr Head *****

March 6 1666 A Bond of Thomas Robson of Kirkandrews, yeoman of £40 to Robert Robson of the same yeoman, on an indenture of sale of one cottage and ½ acre arable, and house in Kirkandrews. T Robson signs with his mark and hand.

Witnesses, John Liddle, Franis Story, John Henderson.

1674. From the old schedule Deed poll and bond of £50 from Thomas Stagg of Cargo to John Robson for a ½ a boat of water consideration £7.10.

December 29 1792. Jane Willis of Carlisle, widow, sells to Musgrave Lewthwaite of Carlisle merchant for £16 a freehold house with byre and ground used as a Dung hill at the end of such byre, and ground on the opposite side of the road used for setting and stating turves (?turfs) and peats at Kirkandrews.

Witnesses, John Norman, Christopher Elliott.

In 1376 John de Middleton, Parson of Kirkandrews. In the diocese of Carlisle exchanged benefices with Thomas Ruke incumbent of Aikton then in the K*** 12 cen (century?). Chancel Arch was still standing in the Old Graveyard at the beginning of the 19 cen. 
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Admittance of T Robson for a cottage called Gandy’s and land adjoining at Kirkandrews rent 6 (*?)
Jan. 20 1692  Indenture Francis Threlkeld, Thomas Robson, John Hinde, William Burton, John Norman, John Liddle, John Hodgson, Kirkandrews Landowners.

Mary Story sells to John Robson, tailor, for £240 a close of five acres of land in the town fields of Kirkandrews on Eden.
Population of Kirkandrews.

1750 

23 houses, 102 inhabitants, 2 die annually

1974

20 houses 62 inhabitants

Church records destroyed in Carlisle Cathedral during great fire 1292.

“He either fears his fate too much

Or his deserts are small,

Who dares not put it to the touch

To gain or lose it all.”

  W.R.Story Oct 1974.

Cornage - An ancient tenure of land, which obliged the tenant to give notice of an invasion by blowing a horn.

Messuage - A dwelling house and its adjacent buildings and the adjacent land used by the household

Bovates - Latin, bovata.

An oxgang, or as much land as an ox can plow in a year; an ancient measure of land, of indefinite quantity, but usually estimated at fifteen acres.
LOCATION & DESCRIPTION
(Bulmer's History & Directory Of Cumberland, 1901)

This parish is of very limited extent, comprising about 1,011 statute acres, in Cumberland ward and petty session division; the county council electoral division of Dalston; the county court district, poor law union, and rural district of Carlisle; and the deanery of Carlisle N. It is bounded by the river Eden on the north, and on the other sides by the parishes of Grinsdale, Burgh, Beaumont, Orton, arid St. Mary's, Carlisle, and contained in 1891 136 inhabitants. The rateable value of the land and buildings is £1,307. Lying alongside the Eden, and not infrequently flooded by that river, when a coating of rich alluvial mud is left behind, the soil of tie parish, especially the part adjacent to the river, is a fertile loam, and the heavy crops produced bear testimony to the high state of its cultivation. 

The Roman Wall and vallum passed through the parish in an easterly and westerly direction. The former follows the high ground through the churchyard on to Beaumont, and thence to Burgh, but the latter is supposed to have run directly west to Burgh, thus avoiding the high ground at Beaumont. In 1803 a Roman altar, now owned by Mrs. Borthwick, of Burgh, and which stands in front of the house occupied by Mrs. Benson, was found at Kirksteads. It is 52 inches high, 24 inches broad, and 14 inches thick, and bears the following Inscription, as read by Dr. Brace: - "LUCIUS JUNIUS VICTORINUS ET CAIUS ÆLIANUS LEGATI AUGUSTALES LEGIONIS SEXTÆ VICTRICIS PIÆ ET FIDELIS OB RES TRANS VALLUM PROPERE GETAS" from which we glean that it was a thanks-offering of two Augustal legates named Lucius Junius Victorinus and Caius Ælianus, belonging to the sixth legion, styled the victorious, dutiful, and faithful, to commemorate achievements prosperously performed beyond the wall. Many other relics of the remote past have been here unearthed, including curiously carved stones, a quern, human bones, and in 1855, in a field, just beneath the surface, an earthenware vase was found which contained about 1,100 Roman pennies, of the reign of Constantine and Diocletian. Local tradition tells us that in far off times a church stood here, which served the parishes of Kirkandrews, Beaumont, Grinsdale, and Orton. But beyond the name there is nothing to countenance the belief. On the Common, near Janet Hill, are three circular ditches, in which, about one hundred years ago, several urns were found. They are of no great size, being respectively five, seven, and nine yards in diameter; but as to what has been their use, or to what age they are to be assigned, are points now difficult to determine. The parish forms part of the barony of Burgh, belonging to the Earl of Lonsdale, but nearly all the land is now freehold, and the property of several owners. They are as follows - Mrs. Borthwick; the Misses Gale; Mrs. Graham, Silloth; Rev. Mr.  Norman, London; William Thomlinson; William Hind; William Carr; John Bell, Carlisle; William Nixon, Boustead Hill.

The Church of St. Andrew, which formerly stood here and gave a name to the parish, disappeared long ago, and nothing now remains to point out its site, save the undulations of the greensward and the well of St. Andrew. Since the year 1692, Kirkandrews has been united with Beaumont in all ecclesiastical matters, and the church at the latter place has served for both parishes. The inhabitants still bury in the old churchyard of Kirkandrews, and until about the commencement of the last century, the burial service was read under the shattered remains of the chancel arch which was then standing. Adjoining the graveyard is the parsonage house, erected in 1847, at a cost of £800, borrowed from the governors of Queen Anne's Bounty.

The Rev. Joseph Chapelhow, D.D., rector of Kirkandrews-with-Beaumont, and vicar of Grinsdale, resides here. The net value of the living is £175; partly obtained from an estate of 78 acres, at High Dappley Moor, in Stapleton parish, and which belongs to the benefice. "The tithes of these united parishes of Kirkandrews and Beaumont are regulated by a private Act, the 7th and 8th of George IV (1827), that owing to a fall in the value of wheat the tithes have been reduced to the minimum fixed by the Act, viz.: - £120, which is paid annually on the 11th of November, free and clear of and from all taxes, rates, duties, and assessments whatsoever."

A Board School, with master's residence, was erected in 1876 at a cost of £1,300, for the united districts of Beaumont, Kirkandrews, and Grinsdale. The old school is now used as a reading room, and the sum of £1 18s. 6d. per annum, which it received from Pattinson's Charity is expended by the master in the fees of the poorest children according to the donor's intention. In the parish is a station on the Carlisle and Silloth Branch of the North British Railway.

Mannix & Whellan, History, Gazetteer and Directory of Cumberland, 1847
Another small parish, comprising only 751 acres, rated at £539 15s. is bounded by the river Eden, and the parishes of Grinsdale, Burgh, Beaumont, Orton, and St. Mary's, and contains 142 inhabitants resident in 24 houses, forming the village of Kirk Andrews, and the hamlet of Hoskethill2, situate near the ship canal, 3 miles W.N.W. of Carlisle. The principal proprietors of the soil (which is generally a dry loam) are Mr. John Bowman, Mr. J. Hind, and the Misses Blamire. It is a parcel of the barony of Burgh, but all the land is now freehold. At a place called Kirksteads, about one mile S. of the village, there was anciently a church, which is said to have served the parishes of Kirk Andrews, Beaumont, Grinsdale and Orton. "There is no account how long ago the said church fell, or was taken down, but it must have been very long since, as the church built afterwards at Kirk-Andrews has been in ruins a great number of years." All traces of both the church and church yard have long since disappeared, the principal part of its dilapidated walls having been removed about 80 years ago, for the erection of the rectory house, which occupies a pleasant situation near its site, where free stones curiously carved, and human bones have been frequently dug up. In ecclesiastical matters this parish has long been untied to that of Beaumont, and the two livings are in the same patronage and incumbency. A number of urns were found about 60 years ago, on the common, where there are three circular ditches. the school here was built by the joint subscription of the inhabitants of this parish and the parishes of Beaumont and Grinsdale, and the master receives £1 18s. 6d. yearly, from Pattinson's Charity, for which two children are instructed free. 

St Andrews Well

Located in the village of Kirkandrews on Eden in the Eden Valley (Grid ref NY 354585 OS Map 85)

Known as St Andrew’s Well. Walk through the old graveyard, follow the footpath to the left of the Yew Tree down the hill. There is a spring to the right of the fenced bank. Follow the sound of bubbling water to the left of the fenced bank where the well lies. Enter a green and wooded womb surrounded by the sound of running water. The water wells up from the earth, where it forms a continuously replenishing brown pool which cascades into the corner of a stone trough forming a deep well of sweet water. The well was said to be ‘not affected by the most intense frost or the longest drought’. 
Extract from

The WILL of MARY BLAMIRE 1834 Kirkandrews-on-Eden Widow.

(Will made 11 Oct 1825)

“---now residing together with Garden Orchard and 2 Closes near adjoining called THE CROFT and GOUDIE CLOSE and such Outhouses, Out Offices and Easements--- to my daughter MARY my silver tankard which formerly belonged to my late Uncle Joseph Liddell dec., and daughters MARY, ISABELLA MARY, HANNAH, MARGARET and LIDDY, JOHN --“

Extract from 

The WILL of MARGARET GALE 1898

“The Sum of £50 to the Rector and Church Wardens of the Parish of Kirkandrews-on-Eden in the said County of Cumberland to be applied by them in the discretion in or towards the expense of building a Mortuary Chapel for the said Parish of Kirkandrews-on-Eden or in or towards the expense of keeping the same in repair when built or for keeping burial ground of the same Parish and especially the graves of my family and relatives there in neat and good order”.

One of Kirkandrews on Eden residents was the Reverend Edward Hasell Curwen who lived (and died in 1929 aged 82) at the Manor House. His son Edward Stanley Curwen was killed in action at the Battle of the Somme in France on 1st July 1916.
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