Local Green Spaces Scoring Matrix for the Nether Wallop Neighbourhood Development Plan

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) introduced the concept of Local Green Space designation as a way to provide protection for green areas that are demonstrably special and hold a particular significance for local communities. Once designated, Local Green Spaces receive protection consistent with national Green Belt policy. 
The Village survey and the public consultation meeting informed the list of potential green spaces in Nether Wallop.
The Green Spaces group then utilised an evaluation design matrix in order to evaluate each green space against the eight criteria that had been selected directly from the National Planning Policy Framework.
The Criteria were:

· proximity to the community
· beauty
· historic significance
· recreational value
· tranquillity
· richness of wildlife                                             
· local in character 
· not extensive

The discussion around developing the numerical scoring was based on one that was designed to be as simple as possible which allowed a quantitative evaluation:

0- no significance
1- minimal significance
2- moderate significance
3- high significance

The Test Valley Borough Council ‘s Wallops Conservation Area Character Appraisal document was referred to in reaching the scoring proceeded by a Green Spaces Working Group discussion to objectively assess each numerical value as far as was practically possible.
