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                     MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 7 July2025 
 
Present:      Cllr R Munday (RM, Chair), Cllr S Cotterill (SC), Cllr H Liechti, Cllr R Earp (RC),  

         Cllr Isobel Bradley (IB) 
             

In attendance:  Ms W Turkington, Clerk   
     Members of the public 
 
1.  Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr W Odling and TVBC Cllr P Lashbrook 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest. All Parish Councillors present confirmed that no 
changes were required to the Register of Interest forms. 
 
BDO LLP, the external auditors, had also requested confirmation that there were no conflicts 
of interest and this was confirmed by all Parish Councilors. 
 
3. Public Participation 
Various concerns were raised in respect of overgrown hedges, vegetation along verges, 
maintenance of the village green and a tree on the small triangle of grass on the road 
leading up to the church. Members of the public asked which areas came under the 
responsibility of the Parish.  Council.Cllr RM advised that a map would be provided showing 
those areas that the Lengthsman looks after.  A map is attached to these Minutes. 
 
A member of the public raised concerns about the state of the telephone box door, which 
had a broken pane, warped wood at the bottom, and needing repainting. 
 
4. Minutes 
 
Resolved.  
The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 2 June 2025 were confirmed as correct record 
sand signed by the Chair. Proposed Cllr RE, seconded by Cllr SC. All in favour. 
 
Matters arising from the Action List on the Minutes of 2 June 2025.  These are dealt 
with in the relevant sections below. 
 
5. Co-opting of Parish Councillors 
Cllr RM advised that Isabel Bradley, a resident, had put herself forward to become a Parish 
Councillor.  IB was asked to leave the room whilst a vote was taken on her appointment, 
which was unanimously agreed.   IB to sign the Acceptance of Office and Register of Interest 
forms. 
 
6.1 Flooding and Biodiversity.  
Cllr HL advised that there had been 50% less rainfall compared to the same time last year 
and the stream had nearly dried up.  The annual clearance of overgrown weeds along the 
bank needed to be undertaken before September and preferably before the Fete in August. 
Cllr RM, as Editor of the newsletter, agreed that he would include a request for volunteers to 
assist with the task.  The first two weekends in August were suggested as possible dates.  
Cllr HL also requested that the Lengthsman cut back the excess vegetation growth along the 
bank. 
The Clerk would contact the above to organise it and other work as requested. 
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6.2.  Roads and Footpaths;  Speed Awareness 
 
 
Cllr RE advised that the road leading into Elm Close needs repairing and this had been 
reported to Hampshire Highways.  There was a loose drain cover at the western end of 
Village Street, which had also been reported.  The hedge at Halcyon Drive was growing over 
the mirrors and Cllr RE advised the hedge was being cut back on 21 July. 
In respect of fly tipping that arisen at the entrance to Lovell Close, Cllr RE had been advised 
that an elderly parishioner had employed a contractor, who had stacked up the garden waste 
at the corner of the road.  He had been advised that this would be removed. 
 

It was noted that that the excess vegetation along various footpaths around the village 
required cutting as did some hedges, in particular along the footpath on Wiremead Lane.  It 
was noted that the Parish Council is responsible for the above and for that part of Amesbury 
Road up to Dauntsey Lane. 
 

The Lengthsman would be contacted by the Clerk to undertake the work at the earliest 
opportunity.  It was noted with thanks that Martin King, resident, had undertaken training in 
the use of heavy duty hedge trimmers and had offered to assist if required.  A reminder 
would be included in the newsletter asking all parishioners to ensure they maintained 
hedges on their property.  
 

Cllr RE would also contact Hampshire Highways about the ‘blind spot’ at the junction of the 
A303 slip road (along Wiremead Lane).  This was due to excess vegetation.  Cllr RM would 
also contact HCC Cllr Donnelly. 
 

Concerns had been raised about the type of chemicals used on the footpaths.  Cllr RM had 
spoken to Roger Oliver, resident, who carries out this work voluntarily, and he advised that 
all chemicals used had been approved for use in public places by the relevant authority. 
Cllr HL noted that there were a lot of overhanging trees along Thruxton Down Road and that 
she would report these to Hampshire Highways. 
 

Speed Awareness 
 
Cllr RE advised that one of the parishioners had received training and that two more had 
signed up to the Community Speed Watch Group. An evaluation of car speeds could be 
effectively taken by the use of a speed gun and Cllr SC advised she had details of who could 
supply these and the costs. 
 

Cllr RE noted the number of HGVs now driving through the village and using Stanbury Close 
for turning.  He would contact HCC Cllr Donnelly about obtaining signs stating ‘Not suitable 
for HGVs’. 
 
6.3 Green Spaces 
 
Village Green 
Cllr SC and the Clerk had inspected the Village Green and agreed that more safety notices 
were required to put along the edge of the stream bank.  In respect of the various species of 
trees, a tree surgeon had provided a quote for cutting back four trees that were overhanging 
Village Street. 
 

It was agreed that a ‘tree audit’ needed to be undertaken and three quotations should be 
requested from qualified tree surgeons/companies to undertake any necessary work.  
In respect of the heavily pollarded Lime tree on the triangle leading up to the Church, this 
was not dead and as such posed no immediate risk. 
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6.3 Green Spaces 
Village Green, cont. 
 
Concerns had been raised about the entrance by the telephone box to the Village Green as 
the ground was very uneven and needed to be levelled.  Cllr WO would organise repair. Cllr 
SC would put up a safety sign to warn people in the interim. Cllr WO noted that there is a 
‘hole’ at the Stanbury Rd entrance to the Village Green and he would follow up on the best 
means of repairing it. 
 

In respect of the design for a new entrance gate, Cllr RM would speak to the Chair of the 
Jubilee Committee about the design.  
 
6.4 Play Areas safety checks.  
A vote of thanks was given to Cllr RE for the repair or the ‘bridge’ matting on the Sports 
Field. 
 

6.5 Clerks Report 
The Clerk reported that the external auditor advised that all Parish Councillors had to include 
their home addresses on the Register of Interest forms. This was confirmed by TVBC, which 
retains the forms. Parish Councillors were requested to add their details. 
 

In respect of the repairs required to the telephone box, the Clerk had contacted the 
parishioner who had undertaken previous repairs, and he had kindly agreed to make a 
temporary repair but advised that the door needed to be replaced.  The Clerk would obtain 
quotations for a new door. 
 

It was agreed that the grass on the Village Green should have an extra cut before the fete on 
16 August and the Clerk would contact the Lengthman to undertake it. The Clerk would 
arrange to meet the Lengthsman to go round the village and organise the cut back of excess 
vegetation on those areas identified earlier in the meeting, which are the responsibility of the 
Parish Council. 
 

7. County and Borough Councillors’ Reports 
There were no reports this month. TVBC Cllr P Lashbrook had sent his apologies. 
 
8. Planning 
 
(i) Planning Applications  

25/01385/FULLN 
Site: British Automobile Racing Club Ltd, Thruxton Racing Ciruclt 
Extension of hard standing to provide additional turning and servicing 
space. The Parish Council had reviewed the above and could see no 
reason to object. 

 

25/01009/FULLN   
Site:Unit 14, Thruxton Airport, Amesbury Rd, Thruxton Change of use from 
plasterboard recycling to care assembly and storage. 

 
Cllr RM advised that the above is in line with the TVBC Plan 2042.  A member of the 
public raised concerns about access and that vehicles should use the main entrance. 
Cllr RM to contact the TVBC Planning.department for more information. 
 

Members of the public had also raised concern about any plans involving the Air 
Control Tower as it was thought there is no conservation protection for it.  Cllr RM 
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advised he had contacted the Planning Department. 
 

25/01346/TREEN 
Site: Rose Cottage, Village Street, Thruxton Scots Pine - Dismantle to no less 
than 3m height.  No objections were raised. 

(ii) 26/00670/VARN 
Site: George House, Village Street, Thruxton – various works 
It was noted that planning permission had been granted. 
 
Cllr HL advised that it appeared that Thruxton Down House is still for sale and that it 
may be registered for use as a school.  Cllr RM would make enquiries. 

 
(iii) Public Consultation launch – Test Valley’s draft Local Plan 2042 

 

It was noted that there are plans to build a significant number of houses around 
Thruxton and neighbouring areas, such as Weyhill.  Cllr RM has written about 
this for the Newsletter.  A member of the public voiced concerns about the plan 
for 80 houses next to Stanbury Close and the access.  Cllr RM advised that all 
concerns were put in writing to the Planning Dept. 
 
Cllr RM and Cllr WO are now working with the Parish Planning Forum to write a 
response to the proposed developments and Cllr RM advised that he had been 
approached by the Chairmen of other local Parish Councils to work together on 
the above as a pan-parish response. 
 
The Thruxton Planning Forum had been invited to put forward a formal request 
to become a sub-committee of the Parish Council.  They would need to submit a 
Terms of Reference document and upon receipt, Cllr RM proposed that it should 
be reviewed at the next Parish Council meeting and if acceptable, the Planning 
Forum would become a sub-group of the Parish Council.   
 
The representative of the Planning Forum advised that it had been set up in 2022 
by a group of residents who had worked on the Neighbourhood Development 
Plan, to represent and pursue the aims and rights of Thruxton residents.   
 
The group had met the leader of HCC and TVBC Cllr Phil North and had 
proposed to set up a Community Forum that would look at a wider range of 
issues with TVBC.  The group would not be in competition with the Parish 
Council. The former Chairman of Thruxton Parish Council had also joined the 
group.  The Leader of HCC advised that the Community Forum (now the 
Planning Forum) should join the Parish Council as a sub committee. 
 
Cllr RM advised recommended that the above was actioned and that the 
Planning Forum hold a meeting with TVBC and to notify the Clerk of the 
proposed date of the meeting when agreed. 

 

(iv) Affordable Housing Needs Survey. 

Cllr RM advised that the previous survey had been submitted and that it would be 
reviewed against the ones being undertaken by Fyfield and Thruxton Parish 
Councils. 
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9. Finance 
 

i) The Parish Council noted and agreed the bank balances at 30/06/2025 
ii) The payments and expense were approved 
iii) The following were discussed and agreed  

 

- BDO LLP, external auditor – Conflict of Interest form.  All Parish Councillors 
advised that they had no conflicts of interest. 

- United Trust Bank .  The fixed one year bond had now matured.  Cllr RM had 
circulated details of other savings providers and recommended using a 
building society. It was agreed to move the funds. 

- Speed cameras maintenance contract, it was agreed not to renew it 
- The Parish Council Asset Register was approved 
- The allocation of funds and grants for the following parish initiatives:  

contribution towards cost of new entrance gate to Village Green; grant to 
Thruxton Memorial Hall 

 

10.  Fete Committee 
The fete committee applied to become a sub-group of Thruxton Parish Council.  It was 
mandatory that a Parish Councillor should be a member of the sub-group.  Cllr SC was 
already the Parish Council representative on the fete committee and had put together the 
required Terms of Reference, agreed and accepted.  It was also agreed that the Clerk, as 
the RFO for the Parish Council, would work with the committee in the management of its 
income and expenditure, which would be managed within the Parish Council’s accounts. 
 

11.  SSEN Invitation to apply for share of Community Fund 
Cllr RM had looked into the details of the invitation but under the criteria set, it could only 
apply if it was looking at using solar panels.  
 

12. Proposed Projects for the current year 
 

Accessibility to Village Green 
As discussed at the last meeting, the Jubilee Fund Committee had offered funds towards a 
new gate and the Parish Council agreed to contribute the cost of like for like replacement 
towards the scheme as a community project. A call for designs had been made by Cllr WO 
in the newsletter. Cllr RM had submitted a suggestion but had not heard back. 
 

Speed Awareness – 20 mph through the village proposal 
Further to Item 6.2.   Cllr WO was looking into this project and was seeking volunteers.  A 
member of the public reported that a recommendation for the speed limit had been made in 
the previous Housing Needs Survey.  Cllr SC suggested that perhaps other options could be 
considered, such as putting speed bumps or narrowing the roads. 
 

Cllr RM advised it is a complicated process to implement a speed limit and would require a 
public referendum which would be significant project and could cost around £10,000 to 
undertake properly. To review and discuss at next meeting. 
 

Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 
Cllr RM is liaising with TVBC about the above to advise on the impact of moving to a unitary 
authority and the NDP. A member of the public asked that the suggestions put forward in the 
previous NDP should be considered. 
 

13. Newsletter 
 A member of the public was concerned that the current format of the Thruxton Times 
newsletter was not suitable for readers with eyesight issues.  It was noted that the RNIB 
provides more information, and it was agreed by the Parish Council to produce the next 
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issue in black and white. It will consider the format for future editions. 
 
14.  Items for next meeting 
 Planning Forum - application to become a sub-group of Parish Council     
 

15. Attendance at events  
Cllr RM had attended the meeting of the Planning Forum  
 

16.  Correspondence 
 

A request from Thruxton Ukulele Group (THUGS) had been received to hold an event on the 
Village Green on 27 July to raise money for the village church.  The Parish Council agreed. 
 

17.  Date of Next Meeting – Monday, 1st September, 7.30pm, Thruxton Memorial Hall 
 

 Actions to be taken in respect of items discussed during meeting. 
 

 
Item No. 
 

 
Cllr/Clerk 

 
                      Action/s Agreed 

6.1 Cllr HL Flooding & Biodiversity:  
To organise dates and volunteers for clearing of stream 

 
6.2 

 
Cllr RE 

 
Roads and footpaths:  
To follow up with HCC CD about the need to cut back the 
vegetation growing along the slip road onto the A303 from 
Wiremead Lane 
To contact HCC Cllr Donnelly about obtaining signs stating ‘Not 
suitable for HGVs’ ref Stanbury Road 

 
6.3 

 

 
Cllr SC & 
Clerk 
 
Cllr WO 
 

 
Village Green 
To obtain quotations for cutting back trees overhanging Village 
Street.  To source safety signs for Village Green 
Organise repair to uneven slope at entrance to above and the 
‘hole’ at the entrance to the green on Stanbury Rd 

 
6.5 

 

 
Clerk 
 

 
Lengthsman 
Contact above to check all areas that required vegetation 
maintenance and organise work to be undertaken 
Telephone box 
To obtain quotations for new door 

 
8 
 
 
 

 
Cllr RM 
 
 
 
 
Cllr RM 

 
Planning 
To contact Planning Dept ref: 
(i)Traffic Control Tower at Thruxton Airport 
(ii)Thruxton Down House 
(iii) Unit, 14 Thruxton Airport 
Planning Forum 
Liaise with above to obtain Terms of Reference for submission 
to Parish Council 

 
9 

 

 
Clerk 
 

 
Finance:  
To work with fete sub-group on the I&E for the fete 
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12 

 

 
Cllr WO 
 
 
Cllr RM 

 
Proposed Projects for current year: 
Village Green  -  new entrance Gate 
To liaise with Jubilee Committee over design of above 
Speed Awareness - Referendum 
To review and discuss at next meeting 

 


