     Stonham Aspal Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for Urgent Matters Only
held at 7pm on Tuesday 4th November 2025 at the Village Hall

          Present: Cllr Emberson (Chair), Cllr Morley (Vice-Chair), Cllr Mitson, Cllr Brooks
          Attendance: Sam Pass (Clerk)

O
	25.130
	Member Absences 
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Wright and Cllr Mullings.


	25.131
	To note and minute the councillor resignations
Members noted the resignation of Cllr Betts.


	25.132
	Declaration Pecuniary and non-Pecuniary Interest 
None declared.


	25.133
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the meetings held on 7th October 2025 were unanimously agreed as a true record and duly signed by the Vice Chair.

	25.134
	Consideration of Reports by the District Councillor and County Councillor

County Councillor Matthew Hicks read out his report which can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/ 

District Councillor Nick Hardingham read out his report which can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/.  Cllr Hardingham highlighted that local council are offering fire protection visits for homes


	25.135
	Contributions by Members of the Public
There were no members of the public in attendance.


	25.136

25.136.1








25.136.2

25.136.3
	Planning

Consideration of Planning Applications 
DC/25/04447 | Full Planning Application - Erection of office and workshops | Reeve And Co Mickfield Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 5LT - The proposed development was considered by council members to be disproportionate in scale compared to the surrounding buildings. Concerns were raised regarding the existing public right of way, as there appears to be no information indicating whether it will be diverted prior to the commencement of development. Additional concerns were expressed about a potential increase in traffic through Mill Green and Mickfield. Following discussion, members present resolved to submit a neutral response to this application.

Decision Notices – none noted 

Other planning matters – none noted


	25.137

25.137.1





25.137.2



25.137.3

	Finance

Authorisation of payments
The following payments were approved and the payment sheet signed by Cllr Emberson and Cllr Brooks: 
Clerk salary for September including back pay £231.78
Clerk office expenses for printing £1.79
Community Action Suffolk £66.00

To note income received
Suffolk County Council contribution to posts for Speed Indicated Devise £300.00
CIL income from DC/19/02299 £9913.50

Review proposed budget for 2026/27
Members agreed to add a donation of £1500 to the PCC.  To discuss again in January. 


	25.138
	Governance 
The following parish council policies were reviewed by members:
1. Code of Conduct 
2. Complaints Policy 
3. Grants and Donations Policy – section 2d out of date and remove reference to ‘xxx’
4. Co-option process and application form
5. Training policy 
All policies were agreed and adopted (after changes made for no. 3) by the Parish Council and can be found on the Parish website http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/governance 


	25.139

25.139.1


25.139.2



25.139.3


25.139.4



25.139.5


	To receive reports from Councillors assigned to the following:

i. People and Place Plan by Cllr Morley
ii. Reported updates include the Taxi Bus service and surrounding maps.  To review again in January. 
iii. 
iv. Recreation ground by Cllr Brooks
Suggest the need for an update or potentially changing the use. Members to plan a site visit to decide on next steps.
v. 
vi. New notice board by Cllr Emberson
vii. Waiting on response from Orbit but aim to position the board at the beginning of the development.  
viii. 
ix. Village signs by Cllr Morely
x. Members to review Suffolk Highways’ proposals of new roundels, marker posts and repeater signs. The cost will be paid from CIL funds, with a small contribution from Cllr Hicks. Cllr Morley will obtain a quote and timeline.
xi. 
xii. Thermal imaging camera by Cllr Brooks
xiii. Several residents have expressed an interest so will be contacted in due course to arrange a visit. 


	25.140


	Additional support by resident 
Resident has agreed to be the recreational ground representative and undertake RoSPA training in Brentwood, early next year.  


	25.141

25.141.1









25.141.2
	Speed limit

Update on Mickfield/Stonham 40mph speed limit
Cllr Hicks explained the background information that informed the decision to implement the 40mph speed limit. The first submission by Stonham Aspal Parish Council was neutral (as the proposed change of speed limit was for the Mickfield parish only, and ended at the Stonham Aspal parish boundary), and this position was used in the final decision. However, those members involved, later changed their view (when the revised plan included reducing the speed to 40mph inside the Stonham Aspal parish boundary). Mickfield Parish Council considered that a 30mph limit was not achievable and therefore supported the 40mph option. The placement of the speed limit sign was determined by visibility requirements and had to be located just within the Stonham Aspal boundary.

Mill Green 20mph suggested speed limit
Reducing the speed limit from 30mph to 20mph is more difficult, as 20mph limits are not enforceable. Cllr Brooks reported that the average speed through Mill Green is 25.5mph and the 85th Centile speed is 29.5mph, indicating that traffic is largely self-regulating.


	25.142

25.142.1



25.142.3
	Resident complaints

School traffic
There was suggestion of installing a bigger light up 20mph sign but would have to be solar powered – Clerk to contact Suffolk Highways 

Footpaths
Members agreed that the parish council have limited powers to resolve this issue – Cllr Brooks will compile a response


	25.143
	To discuss and consider submitted applications for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding:
No applications were submitted for consideration this month.

	25.144
	To note any communications
· Thermal imaging camera
· Resident concerns over traffic through the village and footpaths
· Budget 2026/27
· Agreed notice board for Homestead Park and further consideration on location
· Reviewed and adopted governance documents 
· Donation of £100 to Citizen Advice 


	25.145
	Update on any other matters arising from previous meeting 
The parish council received an email from Citizen Advice requesting that members consider a donation towards running costs.  Members agreed to donate £100 in recognition of the excellent work the organisation does in supporting the local community.


	25.146
	Agreed proposed date of next meeting on 6th January 2026. 


	
	Chair closed the meeting at 20:57



Sam Pass, Clerk & RFO to Stonham Aspal Parish Council, Sapc.clerk@yahoo.co.uk, 26th November 2025
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