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164/22
Apologies.

Cllr. S Kenyon-Ellis.
165/22
Declarations of Interest.


None.
166/22
Dispensation Requests.

None.
167/22
Public Participation.


None
168/22
Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th January 2023.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 9th January 2023, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, be signed by the Chairman as a true record subject to the name of S Robson being deleted from the list of those present.

169/22
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th December 2022.
Min 150 /22 – Enquiry re the setting up of a therapeutic horticulture community garden – Cllr. S Robson reported that he had attempted to contact the person who had made the enquiry regarding the scale of the project but had been unable to get a response.
Min 156/22 – Planning Applications – The Clerk informed members that a robust and comprehensive objection, prepared mainly by Cllr T Mcdonagh, had been submitted to Harborough DC regarding the loss of the retail units on the Shire Homes High Street site and there replacement with further housing (22/02180/FUL).
170/22
Accounts.
The Clerk submitted details of accounts due for payment, copies of which had been previously circulated to members as follows:
	Number
	Name
	
	
	Description
	
	
	
	
	Amount

	BL0966
	ESPO
	
	
	Stationary
	 (Approved last month but not paid)
	32.08

	BL0975
	Guardian
	Alarm call out
	
	45.00

	BL0976
	Guardian
	Alarm call out
	
	45.00

	BL0977
	ESPO
	Badminton Nets
	
	19.68

	BL0978
	Equals Fair FX (HP Instant Ink)
	Ink Replacement Service
	
	2.99

	BL0978
	Equals Fair FX (B & Q)
	Plastic Raw Plugs
	
	1.35

	BL0978
	Equals Fair FX (Screwfix)
	Combination Key Safe
	
	17.98

	BL0978
	Equals (Toolstation)
	Mushroom Vent Cowl Black
	
	79.40

	BL0978
	Equals (L & S Engineers)
	Rubber Matting
	
	18.96

	BL0978
	Equals Fair FX (Amazon EU)
	Wifi/Phone Plug-in
	
	33.28

	BL0978
	Equals Fair FX (Screwfix)
	O- Ring set
	
	17.99

	BL0978
	Equals (Lockshop Direct)
	Marine Padlock
	
	21.59

	BL0978
	Equals (Rhinocables Ltd)
	Socket for Modems
	
	4.99

	BL0978
	Equals (Hopes Grove Nurseries Ltd)
	Hawthorns/Rootgrow
	
	124.45

	BL0978
	Equals (Live 4 Soccer)
	Net Clips
	
	21.90

	BL0979
	Regent Samsic
	Cleaning
	
	407.29

	BL0980
	UK Safety Management Ltd
	Emergency Lighting Test
	
	150.00

	BL0981
	Society of Local Council Clerks
	The Clerk's Manual 2023
	
	52.30

	BL0982
	Leicestershire Footpath Ass.
	Subscription
	
	20.00

	BL0983
	Fleckney Baptist Church
	Youth Club
	
	90.00

	BL0984
	Tom Clegg (Argos)
	Mini Mobile Router
	
	49.99

	BL0985
	Target Hygiene Services Ltd
	Dog Bin Emptying
	
	936.00

	BL0986
	ABC Machinery Repairs and Sales Ltd
	Mower Repairs
	
	60.00

	BL0987
	Guardian
	Gate Security
	
	484.90

	BL0988
	Guardian
	Gate Security
	
	484.90

	BL0989– BL0994
	Various
	 Wages
	
	4934.39

	BL0995
	S Wyche
	 Chairman’s Allowance
	
	240.00

	BL0996
	Nature Spot
	Maintenance of Website Pages
	
	50.00

	BL0997
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	
	1,591.29

	DD10
	Water Plus
	Water Services
	
	58.91

	DD13
	Nat West Bank
	Bank Charges
	
	32.60

	DD15
	British Gas
	Electricity
	
	3011.94

	DD6
	British Gas
	Electricity
	
	12.96

	DD9
	NEST
	Pension Contributions
	
	283.38

	
	
	                                          Total
	
	£13,437.99


The Clerk reported that the total receipts in January 2023 amounted to £3,089.84 excluding VAT.
The Clerk submitted a Bank Reconciliation Statement at 31st January 2023.
The Clerk also submitted details of Petty Cash payments for the December quarter.

Resolved that:
(i) The accounts as set out above be approved for payment.
(ii) The information on receipts be received and noted.
(iii) The Bank Reconciliation Statement at 31st January 2023 be received and noted.
(iv) The details of the Petty Cash payments for the December quarter be received and noted.

171/22   
District and County Councillors’ and Police Reports.

Cllr. Bilbie updated members with the situation with the Shire Homes planning application which sought to replace the retail units with further housing. He informed members that he had exercised his right as a district councillor to “call the application in” which meant that the application would be determined by the Planning Committee irrespective of the recommendation of the Planning Officer. In addition he stated he had issued a press release concerning the application and that he had also instigated a petition to oppose the application that residents could sign. This was currently with Cllr. Wood but he agreed to place it in the Library to ensure it was accessible to residents. 

The Clerk submitted crime statistics for the Village for the period January 2022 to December 2023. 
Resolved that the reports be received and noted.
172/22    Correspondence.
The Clerk submitted details of correspondence received since the last meeting as set out below:

	Ref No.
	Received From
	Contents
	Agreed Action



	1
	Leicestershire CC
	Public Rights of Way Training – 23rd February at County Hall


	Noted

	2
	Leicestershire Footpath Association
	AGM – 25th February 2023
	Cllr. S Robson to attend


Arising from the consideration of the above two items Cllr. Earwaker raised the state of footpath A14 which runs through the Persimmon development through to Arnesby Road and particularly the section through the Lodge Road Recreation Ground which was not part of either the Persimmon or the Davidson development. The understanding was that under the S106 Agreement with Persimmon’s £100k had or would be paid to the County Council to improve this footpath as it was intended that it would be a key pedestrian route to the Village centre and School. It was agreed clarification should be sought on this issue from the County Council.
Resolved the actions set out above be agreed.

173/22
Employees and Chair’s Reports.

Members’ considered the report of the Street Orderly, copies of which had been previously circulated. 
There was no report from the Chairman.

Resolved that the report of the Street Orderly be received and noted.
174/22
Recreation Committee.

Members received copies of the minutes of the Recreation Committee that had met on 30th January 2023, copies of which had been previously circulated. 
Resolved that the minutes of the Recreation Committee held on 30th January 2023 be received and noted.
175/22
Planning Applications.

Members considered and commented on new planning applications received since the last meeting of the Council as follows:

	Reference
	Proposal
	Location
	Comment

	23/00102/FUL
	Erection of first floor extension to the existing dwelling, external alterations including addition of render and cladding 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications-skin/images/ico_comment.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


	27 Edward Road
	No comments.


Resolved that he comments on planning applications as set out in the table above be forwarded by the Clerk to Harborough DC. 
176/22
Village Centre Improvements.
It now appeared that there was some uncertainty about the amount of money that would be available from Harborough DC from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund and when it needed to be spent. Although the initial indication had been that £50k would be available this now appeared to be the amount that would be shared between four parish councils. 

Some suggestions were made for Village centre projects including replacing the metal and wooden fencing around the Pond and Village Green and clearing the Fleckney Brook. It was agreed that further clarification was needed and that the Parish Council should continue to be proactive to ensure that when funding does become available suitable schemes have been identified.

Resolved that clarification be sought from Harborough DC on the availability and purpose of funding for Fleckney from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. 
177/22
Bowls Club Lease.

Members considered if the Hart of Fleckney Bowls Club should be required to contribute towards the Parish Council’s legal involved in surrendering the existing lease and entering in to a new lease.

The Bowls Club believed that the Parish Council should be responsible for its own legal costs and as the freeholder would presumably wish for the lease to be renewed and costs would be incurred whenever this happened.

The view taken was that as the request came from the Bowls Club and that it would be the main beneficiary from the early termination that it should contribute towards the cost of the legal fees involved in preparing the surrender document and producing a new lease. 

However, the Parish Council was well aware of the Club's financial situation and having regard to this and balancing this against the benefit the new lease will give the Club in securing grants it was felt that a contribution of £250 would be appropriate with the Parish Council meeting the remaining amount.

Resolved that the Bowls Club be informed that as the request for early termination of the existing lease and the entering in to a new lease came from the Club and that it would be the main beneficiary a contribution of £250 would be required.

178/22   Grant Application.
Members considered a request for a grant form the 1st Fleckney Guides to help support financially its forthcoming camping trip.

Resolved that in accordance with S137 Local Government Act 1972 a grant of £350 be made to the 1st Fleckney Guides to help facilitate its forthcoming camping trip.

179/22
Standing Orders.

Members carried out a review of its Standing Orders and considered a number of revisions relating to contracts and virtual meeting copies of which had been previously circulated. 
Resolved that the amendments as circulated be accepted and the Standing Orders as updated be adopted.

180/22
VAT on Sport and Leisure Services.
The Clerk informed members that a recent decision in a VAT Tribunal case (Chelmsford City Council) had determined that local authority sports and leisure services are provided under a ‘special legal regime’ and can be treated as non-business providing it does not distort competition. This means that local authority sports and leisure services can be treated as non-business and outside the scope of VAT.

The initial advice that had been received suggested that if an authority was VAT registered and charging VAT on sports services it should stop doing so as soon as possible and certainly before 1st April 2023. The advice also suggested that a claim should be made for a refund for the VAT declared for the past four years and a decision made on whether or not these amounts should be refunded to the bodies charged for the sport. Further guidance was expected from the HMRC in due course.

Resolved that this matter be considered further at the next meeting when more information was available.
182/22
Appointment of Internal Auditor.
Members considered the appointment of an internal auditor to carry out the audit for the financial year 2022-23.

Resolved that:

(i)  LRALC (Caroline Camp) be appointed to carry out the internal audit for the financial year 2022-23.

(ii) The Clerk be authorised to issue a letter of engagement.
183/22
New Sports Centre – Next Steps.

Members received a report on the meeting that had taken place with Ball Hall and the Architect on 7th February 2023 together with a copy of the notes of the meeting that had been previously circulated.
Arising from the meeting a couple of small alterations had been made to the design but were not expected to have any cost implications. In terms of the way forward it was suggested that in parallel with the local consultation which was scheduled for March/April a highway consultation be undertaken as this was the only issue in the pre-application discussions that had not been fully addressed and as such could have implications for the viability of the project. As it would be needed anyway for the planning application stage it was felt it would be beneficial to get this underway now so if there are any issues these can be addressed before the planning application stage. Ball Hall had obtained a quotation for carrying out the work from Vectos in the sum of £2,950 plus disbursements. Ball Hall had also provided a quotation for providing a CGI of the latest design to use as part of the local consultation.

In terms of the timescale it was expected the decision on moving to the planning application stage, subject to the outcome of the local consultation and highway consultation, would be taken at the June meeting as it was felt that as there was likely to be some new councillors it was important everyone was on board with the project.

Resolved that:

i) The report be received and noted.
ii) The quotation from Vectos for the highway consultation in the sum of £2,950 + disbursements + VAT be accepted.
iii) The quotation from Ball Hall for the CGI in the sum of £1,013 + VAT be accepted. 
184/22
Date of Next Meeting.
Monday 13th March 2023 at 7.00 pm. 
The Meeting closed at 8.28 pm.

Signed………………………………….Date……………….

Chairman
Minutes of the Meeting of the Fleckney Parish Council held at the Sports Centre, Leicester Road on 13th February 2023.
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