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  Elmsted and 
  Hastingleigh 
  Community 
  Contacts 

 
Elmsted Parish Council Tracey Block    01233 750415 
 

Hastingleigh Parish Council Tracey Block    01233 750415 
 

Evington Hall (Bookings)  Shelley  07401 908249 
(www.evingtonhall.org.uk) bookings@evingtonhall.org.uk  
   

Evington Hall Committee Hon Sec Mrs H French  01233 750483  
 

ECP Hon Sec  Mrs S Boxall     01233 750206 
 
Evington Gardeners Hon Sec Mrs H Ransley 01233 750949 
 

Evington Community Choir Mrs C Jeffery    01233 750585 
 

Art Group Mrs V Kerry      01227 700843 
 

Footpath Walks 
Mr D Harris 01233 813711 
 

Women’s Institute  
Mrs J Bowes 01233 811875 
 

Parent and Toddler Group  
Mrs L Lawrence 01233 750987 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Hastingleigh   
Mr G Block 01233 750415 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Elmsted  
Mr J Argar 01233 750311 
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Submissions 
The Community News takes no      
responsibility for misleading                
advertising or incorrect editorial               
supplied to us in good faith. 
 
Please provide any promotional or 
editorial content in Word format  
rather than pdf. For length, grammar 
and style issues the Editor reserves 
the right to edit it. 

 D espite the efforts of the                
recent storms, signs of Spring 

are springing up around us,                   
daffodils starting to bud, crocuses 
blooming, although we are still 
waiting for the warmer weather 
Spring promises. The Jumble Sale 
was a great success, raising                    
approximately £700, thank you to 
everyone that supported the event. 
This money has provided more 
equipment for the hall (p15). More 
ideas for events to raise funds for 
the hall are welcome (p15).                         
Bodsham primary school is holding 
a quiz night on the 20th March to 
raise money for the school (p19). 
There is an update on the ultrafast 
fibre broadband on p17, which 
sounds promising. As always 
letters, articles and comments are 
very welcome. 

Editorial: elmstedwithhastingleighnews@yahoo.co.uk 
Advertising: advertising.communitynews@gmail.com 

Secretary: secretary.communitynews@gmail.com 
Or write to: The Secretary, 1 Bowl Field, Hastingleigh, TN25 5HT. 

mailto:secretary.communitynews@gmail.com
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Chris Dryland 

 

small projects large projects  emergencies 

Most aspects  of  Household and  Garden Maintenance 

 

Also 

Tipis for hire 

www.bighilltipis.co.uk 

For reliable service tel: 01233 750350 or 07983 242787 

2 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgkd2RzJ3hAhUyAWMBHeEjC1cQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fhouse-construction-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw01lQN7p1R6JonSnSM05CYQ&ust=155361368497
http://blackbrooks.co.uk/product/bag-of-logs/
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Hastingleigh with Elmsted 

Women’s Institute 

  3 

H astingleigh with Elmsted W.I. met on Thursday the 6th of February 
2020 at the Evington Hall. 

20 members attended. 
      We discussed various items of business before our speaker,                      
Mr Martin Newcombe, gave us a talk entitled Bats in the Belfry and 
Badgers on the Bypass. Mr Newcombe is a mammal and woodland             
specialist, a naturalist not a naturist! He carries out ecological surveys 
for buildings. He talked about detection of badgers and bats, and things 
that can be done when they are discovered in an area for development. 
We were told about signs which will show which types of bat are 
roosting. Long-eared bats will hover against walls, and pick off moths 
from flowers, which they then take back to their roost. The moth wings 
are not eaten and can be found scattered on the floor under the roost. 
Our corner of the North Downs has one of the highest density of                   
badgers in England. Exposed bumblebee nests, scratching posts and              
latrines are all signs of badger activity. Technology helps to locate setts 
but the old methods still have their uses, particularly when tracking 
badgers routes and areas. During repairs to the sea wall at Dymchurch, a 
badger sett was discovered that had 22 entrances. The badgers were 
moved to a new artificial sett; which takes 21 days to allow the badgers 
to relocate and the old sett can be removed, following a set procedure. 
      The Flower of the Month winner for February was Mrs Jill Agar, with 
a blue anemone and the winner of the February competition, a charity 
shop wildlife bargain, was Jean Bowes, with a hedgehog ornament. 
      Our next meeting will be on Thursday the 5th March at 7.30 p.m., in 
the Evington Hall, where we will be having a talk on How to Declutter 
and Organise your Wardrobe. Any new members will be made most  
welcome.  
Marie Wenham 
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LOGS & FIREWOOD 
For Good Quality, 
Seasoned 

Ash or mixed logs 
(dry) 

Ring John Austen (01227) 700570 

Wye Beauty 
Electrolysis hair removal, Anti ageing facials, Microdermabrasion, 
Skin tag, red vein and milia treatment 
Manicures/pedicures, Threading, Waxing 
Ear piercing 
Microcurrent face lifting 
Chiropodist services 
Sports massage, Indian Head Massage 
Semi permanent makeup 
Spray tanning 
Open Monday’s by appointment 
Tues - Fri 8.30am  - 5 pm. Sat 9am - 4 pm 
Gift vouchers available 
39 years experience, Fully qualified staff 
29 Bridge Street, Wye 
TN25 5ED 
Tel: 01233 811550 
Email: wyebeauty@live.com 
www.rtbs.co.uk 
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In The Garden 

N ow at last we can look forward to some real spring weather and 
gardening proper can start.  A very wet winter and, latterly 

stormy from Ciara and Dennis will hopefully be past and there is 
much to do in all directions.  The prolonged wet winter has set back 
the seasonal work. 
      With drying winds both the soil and the lawn grass need attention.  
If your mower is in good order, and may be serviced, then you should 
get off to a flying start.  Those with electric mowers may have little to 
do but clean them off and make sure the blade(s) are sharp.  Petrol 
mowers can suffer from neglect and my plan now is to start any              
petrol mower regularly throughout the winter.  A small amount of 
Alkalate petrol (so expensive!) in the tank does not deteriorate like 
ordinary petrol and will help keep things going.  Otherwise best to run 
until the machine is clean out of fuel so no stale petrol is hanging 
around to cause starting problems.  Look out for twigs and small 
windblown branches and cut high the first time. 
      As the flower and vegetable beds dry out they will benefit from a 
hoeing or at the very least a light forking over.  It is a good time to 
plant out onion and shallot sets so that the top is just at the surface 
of the soil.  First early potatoes can also be sown.  I usually chit mine 
in daylight (but not too warm) so they will start a bit of growing      
before they are planted but the benefits of this are controversial and I 
would not delay the planting just because they have not been chitted.  
A bit later in the month the first sowing of peas can be made.  The 
round seeded varieties such as Feltham First seem to withstand 
somewhat lower soil temperatures and, in any event, peas are an  
early crop in the garden as later they will not like high temperatures, 
which bring fungus on the leaves and, as the pods begin to swell, 
that’s when they need plenty of moisture in the soil which can mean 
essential watering to get a good harvest. 
      Early March is not too late to prune roses by cutting to an outward 
facing bud.  For hybrid tea roses reduce all growth to no more than 
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john@browningbuilders.co.uk 

Mobile 07770667238 

DAVE   YOUNG         & PAUL   HARRIS 
 

Registered Electrical Contractors. 
All types of installation work carried out 
 

New Install   -   Rewires 
Fault Finding   -   Repairs 

 

FARM      DOMESTIC     COMMERCIAL 
Dave    07830148333     daveyoung86@hotmail.co.uk 
Paul     07940983052     paul_s_harris@sky.com  

mailto:daveyoung86@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:paul_s_harris@sky.com
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30cm above ground.  Shrub roses will improve if weak or damaged 
stems are entirely removed at base level and open up the centre.  
Other shoots should be shortened by a third.  On the climbing roses 
side branches should be cut back and new strong shoots tied in.               
Ornamental grasses can be cut right down now, encouraging new 
growth for later in the year. 
      This is the time when the small tree Magnolia stellata comes into 
flower and is covered with the magnificent white blooms.  And, while 
I think about it, we often see our first butterfly in March – the                     
Brimstone – a striking pale sulphur yellow that lives up to its name.  
They are medium sized and both sexes have an orange spot on each 
wing.  You know spring has come if you see one of these long-lived 
butterflies. 
      Early flowers can be dead-headed and it’s worth while planning 
for daffodils and narcissi for next spring as the bulbs will have to be 
planted in the summer.  Narcissus lobularis is the true wild daffodil 
but you will have to keep a sharp eye out for these are rarely offered 
in catalogues.  A similar type is the N. obvallaris which is slightly taller 
but is happy naturalising in grass. 
      Out of the garden we are blessed with the wonderful sight of the 
wild early spring flowers on roadside banks, aconites, wood                      
anemones, cowslips, celandines and primroses. 
                                                                                                                   Fred 

In The Garden Cont. 
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01227 

709204 
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WYNCOT KENNELS 
and 

CATTERY 
(Hastingleigh) 

 

FOR COMFORT AND PEACE OF MIND 
WHERE A WARM CARING ATMOSPHERE 

IS ALWAYS AT HAND 
 

HEATED KENNELS AND CATTERY 
FULLY LICENCED, FULLY TRAINED & CARING STAFF 

SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR 
 

Set in 9 acres overlooking the picturesque Kent Downs, we have 3 large paddocks 
where  the dogs are individually exercised and played with 

INSPECTION WELCOMED 
(8.30 - 11.30) - (2.00 - 5.00) 

7 days a week 
Phone 01233 750323 for any further details 
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T he new Kent and Medway Medical School - helping to transform 
medical provision in Kent. 

     There is an acute national shortage of GPs and Kent has one of the 
highest ratios of number of patients per doctor in the country. It also 
has one of the highest proportions of GPs over 50 and nearing                   
retirement. Put this alongside a rapidly expanding population in the 
county and you have a situation in which one GP can be responsible 
for overwhelming numbers of patients. Meanwhile, there is a                   
continuing crisis in GP and nursing recruitment and training, so posts 
are increasingly difficult to fill and skills are being spread more and 
more thinly.   
      The news that the new Kent and Medway Medical School at     
Canterbury is recruiting its first cohort of medical students for              
September 2020 is heartening. It will offer a five-year Bachelor of 
Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (BM BS) degree awarded jointly by 
Canterbury Christ Church University and the University of Kent. The 
medical school, which is the first in Kent and Medway, will be working 
in partnership with Brighton and Sussex Medical School for support 
and quality assurance purposes.  The new medical school will provide 
a regional centre for medical education and research and will expand 
the area’s health capability.   
      The course will be broadly based offering opportunities and            
experience to practice medicine across primary care, acute care,  
community and mental health settings, as well as the major medical 
and surgical specialties.   In February, the Pears Foundation                 
announced a welcome £2 million pound donation, which will be used 
to provide medical students with a new 150 lecture theatre and a GP 
simulation suite - the first in the UK.  The medical school is due to 
open in July 2020 and has been overwhelmed with 1,500 applications 
for its 100 places. It is very encouraging that there are so many young 
people who want to become doctors and it is expected that Kent GP 
surgeries will benefit from the greater availability of medical students 
on clinical placements during the next few years and that a good   

Wye PPG 
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ARTIST, SCULPTOR, PRINTMAKER 
 Sculpture and carving in wood 
Architectural lettering in stone and wood 
Fine printmaking and painting 
 
The Studio, Sycamore Barn, Tamley Lane 
Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent TN25 5HW 
Telephone: 01233 750305 

VANESSA LONDON 

 

 

ROZ BACON 

Moonraker, The Street, Hastingleigh, 
Ashford, Kent TN25 5HU 

01233 750327 (ans) 
roz.bacon@btinternet.com 

BED & BREAKFAST 

Qualified Guide to City of 
Canterbury and 

Cathedral Guide. 
Delightful rooms in a 

lovely village. 

CHILHAM FEEDS 

01227 731159 

 
9am  -  5pm weekdays,  9am  -  1pm Saturdays 

Wide variety - Friendly service - Reasonable prices - Large stocks 
For Horses, Dogs, Cats, Sheep, Goats, Pigs, Poultry, Rabbits, Birds, Fish etc. 

Bedding  -  Vitamins  -  Supplements  -  Conditioners  - Accessories 

East Stour Farm, A28 Godmersham, Nr Chilham, Kent 
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‘So they do say…!’ 

proportion of those who study in Kent will chose to stay and work in 
the county. Nevertheless, it will be five years before this vital new 
generation of young doctors complete their degrees and in the  
meantime GP surgeries will remain under great pressure.   
Judith Timms PPG Chair.        

Wye PPG cont. 

A t the recent Village sale, Mrs Chizzit was there , a regular  
at sales and especially antique shops, the dealers knowing her 

well.  
      She wanders around picking up objects at random and calling out 
her name, ‘Emma Chissit?’ 
  
Here lies the body of Edward Hyde. 
We laid him here because he died 
We had rather 
It had been his father 
If it had been his sister 
We should not have missed her.  
But since ‘tis honest Ned 
No more shall be said. 
        Storrington, W. Sussex 
 
‘I am half Muslim and half Christian, so I guess that makes me a 
Christmus’  
Gina Yashire 
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Containerised Storage 
 available locally  

 

Fully secure 

Indoors or outdoors 

Competitive rates 

 
 

Please phone 01233 720871/email:     

info@tdenneandsons.co.uk for further details 

Tree Surgeon and Fencing Contractor 

● Tree surgery: Trees shaped, reduced, or removed. 

● Hedge cutting. 

● Stump grinding. 

● Garden fencing supplied and erected. 

● Hedges planted. 

● 25 years local experience.  

Fully insured isured. 
 

Toby Gardener       07831 473981 
Beriscolt       (Eve) 01233 750489 
Hastingleigh    tandrgardener@btinternet.com 



15 

 

13 

Evington Gardeners 
O ur December meeting was to be a Quiz evening, but,                        

unfortunately, due to the hospitalisation of our quizmaster, this 
event didn’t happen. However, we are very grateful to Trevor, who 
very kindly agreed to arrange a musical soiree for us at short notice. 
Together with his students, he took us through the history of the 
flute, demonstrating a variety of antique and rare instruments and 
giving us a snapshot of his life as a professional flautist. This was             
followed by cheese and wine. A huge thank you to Trevor for a very 
entertaining evening.  
      At our January meeting, Yvonne introduced Martin Newcombe, an 
ecologist and a man of Kent, who spoke about Taxus baccata, the            
European yew. He began with a list of settlement names from around 
the country that are derived from yew, not always obvious,               
demonstrating the importance of the yew tree through time. After 
giving us a brief history of the yew, he continued with the scientific 
information pertaining to this highly toxic plant before entertaining us 
with some of the folklore and myths that surround this mystical tree 
species. Unfortunately, his laptop caused problems, inconveniently 
deciding it wanted an update, which meant we were unable to enjoy 
all the visual aspects of the presentation. Nevertheless, it was an    
interesting and entertaining evening, packed with facts about this  
intriguing tree which has fascinated people for hundreds of years. 
Yew trees are found, in different types, across the globe and date 
back millions of years, to when dinosaurs and the first birds were 
around. They are conifers, but bear “berries” not cones. These 
“berries” are not technically berries but arils, and are open ended. 
Whilst the wood and seeds are highly toxic, the sweet fleshy red 
coating is edible and rich in vitamin C and other trace elements. The 
North American yew has become close to extinction because it      
contains a chemical found to have cancer fighting properties and was 
over harvested before a synthetic version of the chemical was         
developed. Yew trees contain a natural insecticide and supports only 
six insect species, as opposed to oaks and willows which provide           
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MARK HOPKINS 
Plumbing & Heating Ltd 

 
Mark Hopkins 

 

Mobile: 07957 448188  tel: 01233 664200 
e-mail: Hopkins_mark@btinternet.com 

 

7 Pembury Place, Orchard Heights,                                                

Ashford, Kent TN25 4QD 

                            MATHS TUITION 
 

▪  GCSE & iGCSE 
▪  Key Stage 3 and 4 
▪  Entrance exams 
▪  15+ years experience of tutoring 
▪  Enhanced DBS certificate 
 

       I am patient, reliable and approachable. 
Using a wide range of resources I enable students                                              

to reach their potential. 
 

   Please contact:    Clare Newman 01227 700291 for further details.  

14 

mailto:Hopkins_mark@btinternet.com
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7 Pembury Place, Orchard Heights,                                                

1115 

habitats for hundreds of different species. Yews are extremely hardy, 
and can seemingly come back from the dead, generating new growth 
from inside, incidentally making it hard to date from the rings. A 
bronze age axe head was found encased within an old yew in Essex. 
Yews are often found in churchyards, and statistics show that female 
trees grow at the east end and males at the west end of the church, 
and that the trees can pre-date the building. 
      The next meeting is on the 18th February at 7pm. The speaker is 
Ms Melody Foreman and the talk is entitled “A spitfire girl: Mary Ellis” 

Gardeners cont. 

Evington Hall Annual 

Jumble Sale 
 

T he Jumble sale on 25th January was well attended and has raised 
about £700 so far.  Many thanks to everyone who donated, set 

up, manned the stalls and cleared up afterwards. A quantity of money 
was found in the jumble, please contact us if you know anything. 
      This money has gone towards buying more comfortable chairs, 
storage trolleys for the tables and new folding chairs.   
      Maintaining your Hall is costly, we depend on fund raising events, 
revenue from Hall hire and income from the solar panels.  We, the 
Committee, put on the Christmas Fayre and the Jumble Sale.  
      It would be great if parishioners were able to put on events during 
the year to keep funds coming in. Please also recommend the Hall as 
a venue to Hire.  The Hall website (www.evingtonhall.org.uk)  has all 
the details.  
Please contact us with any ideas:                                                                            
Helen French, Secretary (Secretaryevh@gmail.com)                                             
Kate Day, Trustee kateday80@hotmail.com) Thank you. 
 

mailto:Hopkins_mark@btinternet.com
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The SMITHY 
Two Bedrooms 

Beamed lounge with 
wood burner 

Fully equipped Kitchen 
Bathroom 

Enclosed garden 

 
01233 750042 
07989 584801 

www.bodshamholidaylets.com 

The SMITHY 
Two Bedrooms 

Beamed lounge with 
wood burner 

Fully equipped Kitchen 
Bathroom 

Enclosed garden 

 
01233 750042 
07989 584801 

www.bodshamholidaylets.com 

info@bodshamholidaylets.com 



19 

 

17 

 Ultrafast Fibre Broadband 

Update 
H astingleigh and Neighbours Network Development (HANND) has now 

received a quote from Openreach to install the necessary                             
infrastructure to bring ultrafast fibre broadband to homes and businesses 
connected to the Elmsted exchange. Openreach has said that this will cost 
£229,000. 
      As of February 18, 112 households and businesses have indicated to us 
that they would be interested in signing up to take fibre broadband. This 
means that we should be able to secure enough   public funding to go ahead 
with this project. 
What happens next? 

Openreach will launch a website for residents and businesses to register 
their intention to take fibre when it becomes available 

When Openreach has enough registrations from our community to   
cover the cost of the scheme, it will start work 

Openreach will then apply to both the Department for Culture, Media 
and Sport (DCMS) and Kent County Council for sufficient funding 
vouchers to pay for the entire project 

The DCMS will contact all those who have registered with Openreach to 
confirm that they are happy for publicly funded vouchers to be used 
to pay for the project 

All those who wish to take fibre broadband will need to sign a new   
contract with a telecoms provider (BT, for instance) although this 
will only be necessary when the new fibre infrastructure has been 
installed 

How long will this take? 
       From this point, it is likely that fibre broadband will be up and running 
about 12 months from now 
What can you do now? 
      Watch out for leaflets, emails and other publicity about the new website 
where you will need to register your interest with Openreach. We will need 
everybody who indicated an initial interest to register if the project is to go 
ahead. Feel free to email us at hannd.tech@gmail.com if you need further           
information. We will provide further updates on progress when we have 
them. 

mailto:hannd.tech@gmail.com
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VE 75  Celebrations 
...SAVE THE DATE...8th MAY 2020... 

Plans have begun to organise a community celebration 
to mark the 75th Anniversary of VE Day. 
Evington Community Project and Elmsted and 
Hastingleigh Parish Councils are working together to  
organise an afternoon/evening of celebration. 
More details to follow 

ECP 100 Club 

2020 
M any thanks to those of you who have signed up for another 

year of 100 Club draws.   
      There are 2 unclaimed numbers left – if you would like to take 
them, please contact Robin Helmer or Tracey Block. 
      The first draw for 2020 will be on March 4th. 
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Friends of Bodsham Church of England  Primary 
School 

Friday 20th March 
 

7pm for 7:30pm start 
Evington Hall,  
Hastingleigh TN25 5HR  

Ploughman’s supper                          
provided, please bring                
your own drinks. 

Tickets £10 each available                
in  advance from Abi King  
07870524968  
abiandkev@sky.com 
Teams of 6 - 8  
No children under 14 please 
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Church Services for March in the Parish Upon The Hills 

Church flowers and cleaning volunteers: 
   St Mary’s       St James’ 

Date   

01/03 First Sunday 
09:30 – Petham– Group service for 
Elmsted, Hastingleigh, Petham &                     
Waltham. 

08/03 
Second                   
Sunday 

08.00- Waltham – BCP Communion 
11.00- Petham  – Communion 

15/03 Third Sunday 

09:30 Waltham -  Communion 
11:00 Hastingleigh -  Communion 
11:00 Petham -  Family Service                             
(No Communion) 
17.00 Elmsted -  Choral Evensong 

22/03 
Fourth Sunday 

(Mothering 
Sunday) 

09.30 Waltham 
11:00 Hastingleigh - BCP Communion 
11:00 Petham - Family Communion 

29/03 Fifth Sunday 
10:30 Benefice service at Petham – all 
churches 

Feb 29th 
Mar 7th 

Mrs Boxall  
Mrs Pell 

Mrs Wright 
Mrs Thrupp 

Mar 14th 
Mar 21st 
 
 

Mrs Morris 
Mrs French 
 

Mrs McFarlane 
Mrs Hewson 

Mar 28th 
Apr 4th 
  

Mrs Bacon 
Mrs Geering 
Mrs Sharp, Mrs Hill 

Mrs London, Ms Flitney                         
Mrs Francesconi 
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Priest-in-charge: The Rev Ravi Holy: The Vicarage, Wye 01233 812450    
ravi.holy@wyebenefice.org.uk  Associate priest: The Rev Lorraine         
Lawrence (with special responsibility for Hastingleigh, Elmsted, Petham, 
Waltham): The Vicarage, Hastingleigh, 01233 750987 or 07894 034409   
mailto: revlorrainelawrence@icloud.com. Churchwardens: Mrs Bacon 
01233 750327, Mrs R Doyle 01227 700296. United Wye Benefice 01233 
813793 www.wyebenefice.org.uk 

Diary Dates - March 
Mon 2nd ECP AGM     19.30 - 21.00 
Tues 3rd Toddler Group    09.30 - 11.30 
   Library Van     09.45 - 10.15 
Wed      4th Coffee Morning    10.30 - 11.30 
   Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Thurs      5th W.I. Meeting    19.30 - 22.00 
Sun         8th Footpath Group    14.00 
Tues     10th Toddler Group    09.30 - 11.30 
   Hastingleigh PC Meeting  19.30 - 22.00 
Wed     11th Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Thurs   12th Elmsted PC Meeting   19.30 - 21.00 
Fri         13th Whist     19.00 - 22.00 
Tues    17th Toddler Group    09.30 - 11.30 
   Library Van     09.45 - 10.15 
   Gardeners     19.30 - 22.00 
Wed     18th Evington Community Choir  19.00 - 21.00 
Fri         20th Bodsham PTA Quiz   19.00 - 22.30 
Sat        21st Charity Quiz Night   18.00 - 22.00 
Tues     24th Toddlers     09.30 - 11.30 
Tues    31st Toddlers     09.30 - 11.30 
   Library Van     09.45 - 10.15 
 

The above dates are taken from the Evington Hall website calendar 
(www.evingtonhall.org.uk)   

All events at the village hall unless otherwise stated 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
at ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, 
HASTINGLEIGH  
 

All events will be at 7pm for 7.30pm,                                   
with refreshments. 

 
Friday 24th April 

A concert by                                                                     
The Chamber Choir of King's School, Canterbury. 

A varied musical programme, and a delightful           
opportunity to hear these talented young people. 

Tickets £7.50 on the door. 
 

Saturday, 16th May. 
A talk on                                                                  

Wildlife Conservation in Our Local Area                        
by Dan Tuson, East Kent Manager of                            

Natural England's Kent Downs. 
 

Saturday, 13th June 
A talk:                                                                 

"Canterbury Goes Viral!"                                                  
by Father Rodney Schofield. 

2020 is the 800th anniversary of the removal of 
Becket's body from the tomb to the glittering shrine, 

which pilgrims visited for hundreds of years. 

 
Talks are free, but there will be a bowl for donations  
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Gardeners February 
A t our February meeting, Charles introduced Melody Foreman, 

whose presentation, entitled “A Spitfire Girl”, told the                           
remarkable story of Mary Ellis, one of Britain’s early female aviators 
who played a major role delivering aircraft around the country during 
WW2. Melody Foreman met Mary Ellis in 2012, on a “Fly with a 
spitfire” experience day and has written her biography.  
     Born in 1917, Mary lived on a farm near Brize Norton in                        
Oxfordshire and was an accomplished musician, but had wanted to fly 
since an early age. Inspired by a 5 shilling flight with a flying circus, 
she managed to swap hockey lessons at school for flying lessons and 
became one of the youngest females to obtain a flying licence. When 
the Air Transport Auxiliary was formed at the outbreak of WW2, 
women pilots were not considered able to fly war planes– “women 
may break the planes”! However, in 1941 the government allowed 
women to fly and Mary joined the ATA and would deliver up to 5 
planes a day to RAF bases across the country. She flew a variety of 
planes with only a hand book for guidance, and advice from                      
colleagues, but spitfires were always her favourite. 
      After the war she was one of the first female pilots to test fly the 
meteor, at 500mph, but after several months she was no longer            
required by the RAF, and became a chauffeur pilot for a business 
man. In 1950, she was manager of Sandown airport on the Isle of 
Wight and became Europe’s first female air commandant. She lived 
on IOW until her death in 2018 at the age of 101. 
      This presentation gave us a fascinating insight into the stories of 
these brave women who ferried new and damaged aircraft for the 
RAF, amid prejudice and hostility from their male counterparts. 

Easter Holiday Club 

For children aged 2 - 8     30th March - 9th April 
Full day £30, 9am - 3pm (2 children £25 each) 

Half day £15, 9am - 12 or 12 - 3pm (2 children £12.50) 
Breakfast club £5, 8am - 9am  

Please contact Pre-school on 01227 709156 
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WYE PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC 
Jo Bond MCSP 

 

Member of the Organisation of 
Chartered Physiotherapists                                    

in Private Practice 
 

tel/fax: 01233 812596 
e-mail: jowyephysio@yahoo.com 

The White House, 71 Scotton Street, Wye,                          
Ashford, Kent TN25 5BW  

FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC DECORATING NEEDS 

INCLUDING SASH WINDOW RESTORATION 
WALLPAPERING 

FREE Estimates 

07710 130275 
01233 750450 

enquiries@davidfarnfield.com 

www.davidfarnfield.com 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

DAVID FARNFIELD 
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Farming Notebook  

A s storm Dennis lashes against the windows I thought that I would look 
back to the March farmer’s notebook for previous years to gain some 

inspiration for this month’s article.  There seems to be a common thread, 
and that is that February is a horrible month! 
      Sometimes cold, with snow lying all around, but usually wet and                 
miserable.  The latter certainly applies to 2020.  On February 10th we                
recorded just over 500mm of rain since the beginning of October.  No            
wonder the fields are saturated.  The eve of storm Ciara was the most         
beautiful spring day, and we managed to get the last of the fertiliser spread 
on the wettest of the wheat fields.  Then the storm hit with very strong 
winds, power cuts, fallen trees and an additional 25mm of rainfall – back to 
square one….  
      It can be very depressing looking out at the fields with great lakes of 
standing water, seeing the rain driving right in to the cattle yards and there 
being no prospect of any field work for some considerable time.  But we are 
lucky in comparison to many.  People with their homes flooded, some for 
the third time in the last five years, towns with torrents of water running 
through the high street, and many farmers in the “bread basket” of Britain 
without a single seed in the ground.  I am desperate not to moan about the 
weather and complain about the incessant rain, because I know that as soon 
as I do it will not rain for months and drought will be the problem! 
      As always at this time of the year we have our “Red Tractor” farm             
assurance inspections for arable crops, for the beef, and for potatoes.  We 
have files and files of paperwork at the ready with training records,               
certificates of competence, cleaning records, temperature and moisture  
records for stored crops to name but a few.  The inspector, who was very 
helpful, needed to check that all the chemicals in our spray shed were “in 
date” and all still legal for use.  Every year active ingredients are withdrawn 
from our toolbox of plant protection products, and these must have been 
used up and no longer on the shelf.  He also made a thorough inspection of 
the grain store and cattle yards.  Drug records for the cattle are a particular 
hot topic. We only ever use medicines on the cattle with the direct guidance 
of the vet. A calf with a nasty abscess on its ear, and  a cow with a cut      
foot-probably caused by a flint in the pasture-both needed a course of     
antibiotic.  We have to show the vet’s prescription, the batch number of the 
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SARAH de 
ROUGEMONT                  

Craftsman co-ordinator 
All commissions considered 
Renovation, fabrics, Roman 

blinds, loose covers 
07973 377817 

 Your Pet in Portrait 

    mary.belotti@gmail.com 

     07530 733352 
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Lynne Church 
Freelance Hairdresser 
 
Have your hair styled in the 
comfort of your own home 
01233 637795/07805087232  
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Farming Notebook Cont. 
antibiotic, the days on which it was administered and most importantly that 
the animal stayed with us for the whole of the withdrawal period.  This   
ensures that no traces of the antibiotic can enter the food chain in milk or 
meat.  Both animals are still here, fully recovered and well beyond the   
withdrawal period. 
      I am pleased to say that we have passed our inspection for another year. 
February is a month where there tend to be meetings hosted by a variety of 
companies supplying the agricultural sector.  The lure of a full English      
breakfast on a wet miserable day is usually enough to get a good                   
attendance! At one such meeting there was an interesting talk on the future 
of farming.  It was suggested there are three possible routes which the    
industry could find itself on – the final direction of travel will not be the 
choice of the farmer, but the rule makers… 
      First there was “museum agriculture”.  This model seems to be favoured 
by the EU and in effect is driven by politics and not science.  The withdrawal 
of a swathe of chemicals which have allowed plentiful harvests and cheap 
food all because there are traces in the “parts per billion” are political           
decisions.  Until recently there was only the technology to detect parts per 
million. The word “carcinogen” is often cited but with no yardstick to          
measure the risk. Practically everything is bad for you if taken in sufficient 
quantity.  Coffee, alcohol, fat, salt, carbohydrates, processed meat… the list 
goes on.  If dishwasher powder was an agrochemical, we would have to 
dress up in full protective clothing to be able to handle it safely!  This model 
is certainly pursued by those with the luxury of plentiful food and full   
stomachs.  (What happens this autumn when, with only 50% of the national 
wheat crop actually planted, and yields likely to be down on the crops that 
have been planted, we are looking of a shortfall of several million tonnes of 
wheat?  This scenario is repeated over northern Europe, and Australia, a big 
wheat exporter, is facing the worst drought in recent years.  How many 
parts per billion will be acceptable then?) 
      Next comes “Boutique agriculture”.   This is perceived to be the gold 
standard.  An example of this are organic farming.  There are those who 
choose to buy this type of produce, but they can afford to do so.  It is not 
the answer to feeding 7.7 billion humans.  This figure is increasing by 2    
million every week!! 
      Lastly, there is “Vibrant agriculture”.  This is one that embraces new 
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ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING, INCLUDING FURNITURE 
 
CONTACT CHRISTINE FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 
01233 750378    07866 002627 
Email: cfoxelmsted@yahoo.co.uk 

Lady Painter 

Nick Horton 
COUNTRY GRASSCARE 

 
Lawn Care, Mowing, Strimming and Brush Clearing 

For larger gardens, paddocks and orchards 
 

Small business — Established 12 years 
No VAT 

 
Contact Nick on 07787 411685 

01233 812848 
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Farming Notebook cont. 
technology, whilst maintaining biodiversity and the environment.  Farmers 
know that the soil is key to productivity.  Looking after the structure, flora 
and fauna of soils is paramount.  Vibrant agriculture would use the tools 
now available in plant breeding and new technologies to increase                
productivity for a growing population, whilst at the same time reducing the 
use of chemicals.  Seems sensible doesn’t it?  But use terms like gene        
editing, autonomous vehicles, aerial spraying from a drone and the media 
and politicians run for the shelter of the museum! 
      It is lunchtime.  It is pouring with rain and I have to make a dash for the 
backdoor from the office.  Dennis has only added 17.8mm of rain to the  
running total. So far…… 

                   W Wilson-Haffenden 

We would like your unwanted items 
Clothing (not school uniform or corporate clothing),       

Soft Toys, paired Shoes, Belts & Handbags. 
Please spread the word to friends, neighbours and                      

relatives. We are paid according to the weight                                  
of the collection 

www.bag2school.com 
All money raised will help fund the Pre-school which is 

situated behind Stelling Minnis Primary School 
Bring your filled bags to Bossingham Pre-school on             

TUESDAY 17TH MARCH 2020 by 9am  
or we can store them throughout the year. 

Thank you for your support.  
Pre-School on 01227 709156  

Email: admin@bossinghampreschool.co.uk       
www.bossinghampreschool.co.uk 

http://www.bag2school.com
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 AFB ELECTRICAL LTD 
 Electrical Contractor 

 

All electrical work undertaken 
Electrical condition reports 

Heating controls – including the new 
smart “nest” thermostat 

 
 

Contact Andy Burchell: 
 01233 632424 or 07739 259953 

aburchell@afbelectrical.co.uk 
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NAC Registered                           P J Sweeps 

Fully Insured                             Phillip Joiner 

Chimney Lining                           Chimney Engineer 

Pots & Cowls                           Over 12 Years’ Experience 

Fireplaces Fitted 

CCTV Surveying                                                                                                                               
Stoves Installed & Service 
 

We are now Rotary Sweeping which removes soot and tar 

build up more efficiently than normal manual sweeping 

effective and deeper clean. We are one of the few sweeps 

in the area that offer this service.    

           01227 700 909     pjsweeps@hotmail.co.uk 

               WWW.PJCHIMNEYSWEEPS.CO.UK 

mailto:pjsweeps@hotmail.co.uk
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In Aid of the Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund 
Registered Charity:  283483 

 

Park House Animal Sanctuary, Stelling Minnis, Kent CT4 6AN 
01303 862622  lord. Whisky@btinternet.com 

www.lordwhisky.co.uk 
Find us on Facebook: The Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund Kent 

Follow us on Twitter: @lordwhiskykent 

 
 

Come and visit the Lord Whisky Tea Rooms  
Open every day, 10am to 4pm at Rhodes Minnis, CT4 6XY 
Delicious, freshly prepared breakfast, lunches and snacks 

Tel: 01303 862349 

 
 

 Boot & Spring Fayre 
Saturday 9th May 

At Park House, Stelling Minnis, Nr Canterbury CT4 6AN 
 

Boots from 8am ~ cars £7 / vans £10 
Entertainment from 11am including The East Kent Piping Socie-

ty 
Sheep Shearing ~ Tombola ~ Refreshments 

Classic Cars Welcome ~ Good Quality Bric-a-Brac and more! 

 
 

We are always looking for entertainment for our boot fairs, 
so if you belong to a dance school, majorette group, martial 

arts school or similar and could put on a display, please 
get in touch.  We would love to hear from you. 

We also need volunteers to help at the boot fairs. 
 

We need new ideas for events here at Park House and we 
want you to get involved. Please email us at 

lord.whisky@btinternet.com or ring 01303 862622 
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RICHARD GILBERT 
PLUMBING & CENTRAL HEATING 

Established 25 years 
 

Oil & Gas Central Heating Specialist – OFTEC & Gas Safe 
Registered Landlord’s Gas Safety Certificates. 
Wood Burning Stove Installations   -   HETAS registered 
Central heating installations and systems updates; oil boiler and 
oil tank installation and replacement; gas boilers, fires, cookers 
and hobs. Chimney sweeping and Flue Liner installations. 
 

All Domestic Plumbing including – Power flushing, un-
vented hot water systems, bathroom and showers including 
tiling, hot water cylinders, water softeners, sink, dishwasher 
and washing machine installations, replacement radiators 
and thermostatic valves. 

01233 812566      07860 877836 
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Rosedene, Canterbury Road, Challock, Ashford, Kent, 

Local Computer 
& Laptop Repairs 

Laptop Repairs 
  

New Screens  New Keyboards   
Memory Upgrades   Power Supplies   

Computer Service 

Fixed Price  Remove Malware   
Check Hardware Internet Access 
Fix Emails Improve Performance 

New Computers 

support@kentpcs.co.uk 

Phone 
01233 740306 

Data Recovery 
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Suitable for absolute beginners to experienced students; 
Men or women and a wide range of fitness levels. 

Yoga will help with flexibility, stretching, relaxation and stress. 

I ALSO OFFER A VARIETY OF MASSAGE TREATMENTS: 
To ease stiff joints, promote health and well being and for stress. 
(Fully qualified ITEC/LCIC/Diploma in Yoga Teaching/Life Coach) 

Phone or email: Lynn 01227 700071/07913305175 
lynnsaxby@gmail.com 

 

WALTHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
MON EVENINGS 

PETHAM 
VILLAGE HALL 
WED EVENINGS 

YOGA CLASSES 

Weddings Events    Sympathy     Workshops 

www.eastkentflowercompany.com 

Louise Courtenay-Snipp  

Floral Designer 
 

Mobile      07776161368 

Landline    01233 750439 

email : louise@eastkentflowercompany.com 

mailto:lynnsaxby@gmail.com
mailto:louise@eastkentflowercompany.com
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COUNSELLING 
SERVICES 

Bev Russell 
DipCouns Reg 

MBACP 
 

innercalmtherapy@yahoo.com 
http://www.innercalmtherapy.co.uk 

07505 749643 
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Luci Pollard Ltd 
Book-Keeping – Payroll – Accounts 

Making Tax Digital – Workplace Pensions  
VAT Returns – Purchase & Sales Ledger – Profit & Loss 

Cash flow forecasting – CIS Returns – Payroll    
150 Bridge Street, Wye, Ashford TN25 5DP 

Tel: 01233 813213 
Email: lpollard@lucipollardltd.co.uk 

Spaces BIG and SMALL from £10 per week 
Find us between Chilham and 

Wye on A28 
www.biltingfarmselfstorage.co.uk 

Call us on 01233 812631                                                   
or pop in for a chat 

Monday–Friday 9-5  
Saturday 8-1 

& we will be happy to help �  

C D Morris 
Carpentry 

Renovations and General Building 
Including erection of oak buildings 

 
Tel: 01233 613309 Mobile: 07895 806033 

mailto:lpollard@lucipollardltd.co.uk
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S.C.S. 
Southern Cesspool Services 

Card Payment 
Accepted 

All Types of Tanks Emptied 

Septic Tanks/Cesspool Tanks 
Treatment Plants 

High Pressure drain jetting 
Soakaways etc 

 

Regular Automatic Bookings 
 

01233 646767 / 07773 491356 

                             

 

www.southerncesspoolservices.com    info@southerncesspoolservices.com 

Cesspool / Septic Tank Emptying Service 

For That Quality Service 
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Well-behaved 

dogs welcome 

 

 

 

 

Kent ales 

and ciders. 

Wines & lagers 

Thurs 4pm to 11pm; Fri and Sat noon to 11pm; Sun noon to 7pm 

The Timber Batts Inn 
A 15th-century freehouse at Bodsham 

 
 

Wood-fired pizza 

Game-burgers 

Fish ’n’ chips 

 

See Facebook for  

food availability 

 

School Hill 

Bodsham 

01233 750083 

www.facebook.com/timberbatts www.timberbatts.com 

Also home to Kaos Blacksmiths: www.kaosblacksmiths.com 


