Running Report - Over 50s Community Support Project 2016/2017
(This project is open to all residents within a 5 mile radius of the North Baddesley Recreation Ground)
The first Forum was held at the N. Baddesley Recreation Ground Pavilion on the 14th of September 2016 at 2pm until 4pm.
Residents attended the Forum (due to spotting notices in businesses’ windows that had been sent to them asking each to display them), all contributing useful thoughts and suggestions as to how the over 50s might access more and better opportunities.
The first step was to establish main headings for the needs of this group to be supported. The following were the suggestions, in no order of importance, with the exception that all felt that good communication was key, so it goes at the top of the list, because without that nothing happens. Of course each main heading would be followed by an array of sub headings which are encompassed within the category. It was felt that some aspects of ‘needs’ deserved a separate heading due to their specific importance.
· Communication
· Welfare
· Recreation
· Sports
· Education
· Funding
· Employment and employment skills
· Health
· Finance
· Safety
· volunteering
· Training
· etc
*** This list was built on and refined and defined via the second Forum on the 21st September and more will be added throughout the project’s development process.
From this list will be developed probably 9 x 4 hour Workshops (afternoon and evening sessions)
Other comments:
· Some existing agencies were not known about and even if they did know of the agency residents did not know precisely what they did. Asked about TVCS and Action Hants, for example, the small group did not either know of them or precisely what they did, or what they could be accessed for? The suggestion was that each of the agencies should do a Workshop covering one of the identified needs and during that Workshop tell attendees what they do. Action Hants and TVCS will be invited to put on a relevant Workshop.
· The designated Community Centre has been taken over, in the main, by the Bar, although it was acknowledged that other activities did take place, but all felt it was not being used for its wider purpose, which should be community activities and activity.
· Information about the new PC website was not common knowledge.
· It was felt that the Beadle could contain more interesting articles written by groups to build interest in their activities, perhaps soliciting support in the process.
· The group felt that more sports and recreational activities for the over 50s needed to be developed to create more choice. Asked also was what has happened to the MUGA project .
There were obviously a lot of bits and pieces, but this preliminary report covers the gist of the results from this first Forum.
Barclays received a visit from Sustainable Communities ref setting up a ‘money skills’ project. Information gleaned will be followed up on..
The second evening Forum produced some very useful information too.
12th October 2016
On the afternoon of the 12th 2 new and two previous residents attended. Community Life in the form of Rosie presented a very useful 45 mins information and Q & A session, out of which came some useful comments and suggestions, including wider advertising around all points of the village. We found out what Rosie currently offers, what could be on offer and the chance to become involved perhaps.
2 Very significant outcomes were apparent, the first being John Knight going away and doing some very useful research regarding the disabled in the village. Secondly one of the new attendees felt he might like to take on the role of ‘Community Enabler and Facilitator’. Sustainable Communities gave a brief synopsis of the Funding available to all individuals, groups and organisations.
This Workshop will be repeated to catch those who could not make the afternoon session. Between the two groups and sessions some very useful outcomes have appeared already.
TVCS will present at the November Workshops and Quirky Cow Creations will put on 2 x 2 hour Workshops as Taster Arts and Crafts sessions in January 2017.
9th November 2016
A useful turnout with maximum participation including 2 new participants thanks to Rosie of True Life Church.

John Knight confirmed that he will volunteer to support all those disabled in N. Baddesley bringing their needs to our attention. Info is hard to come by we are finding, but find it we shall.

John of John and Sheila notoriety, wants to get a 'Men's Club' going in the Pavilion. He wants to know how much hiring the Pavilion would be for a couple of hours, 3 at the most. He agreed that a number of grey top vols may come out of this club.

Phil, CDW for Test Valley Community Services (TVCS) proved to be just the job offering some useful suggestions as to how TVCS might do a better job of supporting N. Baddesley. Thus yet another dot was connected as he did not know of True Life’s work and Rosie knew nothing about his work. Of particular interest is that TVCS has a bank of vols that we should be calling on. He is going to let me have that contact. Having said that the group believed it is more useful for a bank of vols to be developed within the 5 mile radius that this project covers, as they will have a vested interest. This will be priority work for the C E & F (funding found). Keith of N. Baddesley Friends, who told us he had no needs, could not run his presentation because he was short of drivers, so he had to do the duty.

Mention was made by some in the group that Transportation, especially for older folks to get to occasions is a problem. Putting in for a Government grant for a community Bus was offered as a possibility and also wider use of the True Life Bus.. Phil also asked if the group felt there was a need for a place to hire mobility scooters in N. Baddesley. Again finding out if there is a need is a problem.

A good suggestion was offered whereby survey asking some of these relevant questions might be put into the next Beadle.

In addition some in the group felt that the 2 rooms split into beginners and more advanced ICT instruction might be a useful activities Workshop. This aspect though is fully dependant on having enough computers and the Internet operating, guaranteed.

Last, but not least, the group were 4 square behind developing a base of volunteers that could be used for anything at any time, to be dubbed ‘Communiteers’. It was also felt that to encourage this group it could have a social aspect.

The proposed Community Enabler and Facilitator (funding found) said in an earlier meeting that there was much his role could bring to developing and supporting aspects of the Over 50s support project in the short and long term.

Sustainable Communities helped Rosie to develop a project and fill out an A4A application for £10k, which will see her Community Life Centre expand its services and staff. The Community Life Centre will, it is hoped, be the ‘Hub’ for all community support for the future.
 
Evaluation:
This project is doing and achieving all that the A4A Application form says it would do, with useful dots joined up to date, that are already bearing fruit.
Quirky Cow’s Melissa Simms is doing 2 x 2 hour Arts and Crafts slots in January, so perhaps we shall get a few more numbers for that. Numbers will be limited to 20 per session per afternoon and evening sessions.  Posters will be circulated in early January for this aspect of the project.

Graham of Men in Sheds will be coming along to run a workshop in February with it in mind that one might be started in North Baddesley.

To keep your eye on this project please visit the PC website at: https://www.hugofox.com/community/north-baddesley-parish-council-12582/over-50s-projects/
CDC
(Sustainable Communities)
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