North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 Thursday 22nd January 2026

Present: Councillor Henning (Chair)
Councillors: Agnew, Duell, Linfoot, Loftus, Rawling, Spencer and Wright 

In attendance:  Cllr Allen           - NCC
                         I Humphries      - Clerk

	82.
	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from councillors Jordan and Mears.


	83.
	Issues raised by members of the public
There were no issues raised.


	84.
	Ward Councillors update
· North Gosforth Park draining were still an ongoing issue.
· Bohemians FC license application had not been progressed.
· The NCC noticeboard would be replaced is an affordable one could be found.
· Some road patching works were being done. A meeting was scheduled for the following month to look at survey data.

Reference was made to the efforts to seek a council tax band drop for Melbury properties.

The question of purpose for council tax was asked and the consensus was most funding was for social care.


	85.
	Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meetings held on 18th December 2025 were confirmed as a correct record.


	86.
	Matters Arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
There were no matters arising, not otherwise on the agenda for this meeting.


	87.
	Member Portfolios
The following updates were reported and discussed -
· Grounds Maintenance – it was agreed to engage the services of an additional contractor for the Greenfield Road site as proposed at the previous meeting..

· Highways – Brunton Lane was to be resurfaced up to the Bus Gate. Concern was expressed regarding the hight of the railings over Brunton Bridge. Councillor Loftus agreed to take on some of the work load for Highways matters.

· Great Park – Councillor Rawling was to meet a resident over concerns regarding the precept levy on Great Park residents.

· Brunton Park – The potholes on South Bend had been reported.

· Melton Park - Nothing to report

· Special Projects / HMOs – the newsletter was to be distributed by Whistle for £500 plus VAT with a likely delivery period in February.


	78.
	Planning Matters
2026/0002/01/TPO – 27 Polwarth Crescent: prune and thin
                                   canopy of sycamore.                                   No Objection
                                  
2025/2106/01/HOU – 88 Barwood Drive: erection of single 
                                   storey flat roof kitchen extension to rear.    No Objection
                                   

2025/2105/01/LDC – 44 Newlands Avenue: LDC for proposed 
                                   single storey rear extension with pitched 
                                  roof and single storey side extension with
                                  flat roof.                                                         No Objection

2025/2051/01/HOU – 33 Grenville Drive: single storey extension 
                                   to side and rear.                                           No Objection

Members referred to the proposed bus lane on B1318 and agreed to oppose it on grounds of it being unnecessary, causing traffic gridlock.
 

	79.
	Financial Matters
Having considered the Estimates for the next financial year at the previous meeting and minded of price rises and possible election charges in 2027, it was 
        Resolved: that the precept for the financial year 2026/2027 
                         be set at £24,000 



	80.
	Police Matters
There was nothing to report.


	81.
	Items raised by Members
· More information was to be sought regarding the British Heart Foundation Red Chair initiative.
· Further information was to be requested regarding the update of the NCC/Parish Councils Charter.
· It was agreed that the notifications of planning applications from Councillor Ashby be welcomed.
· Members noted the proposal for a Mosque on Great Park.
· The signs re keeping dogs on leads so as not to attack Deer was a private initiative by a resident rather than NCC or the Parish Council.
· Members confirmed that the bus shelters had no seating to prevent vandalism and bad behaviour.
· 

	
	
Date of next meeting
Due to the clash with the Parklands Ward Meeting on the Parish Council scheduled meeting date in February, it was agreed to meet on the Thursday 19th February 2026 at 7.30pm

N.B. – Since the meeting, this was changed to the meeting reverting to the original day and time – WEDNESDAY 18th February 2026 at 7.30pm








