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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th April 2024 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), P Venning, C Sykes, S Gill, J Newton, 2 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4648.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllrs S Mash and A Lloyd-Smith, reasons accepted.
4649.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	Public Session:  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.
4650.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th March 2024.  Agreed and signed as a correct record. 
4651.	Matters Arising:
a)  Consideration of the space fronting the Churchyard wall update.  County Councillor Mike Hill had confirmed that he had received our letter with background information and would be taking it up with officers.
b)  Dog Waste Bins.  Borough Councillor Johnny Shilton had confirmed that ABC had removed these bins when they had no right to and would be returning them, but no date was given.

4652.	Planning Application:
PA/2024/0618  Land adjacent to The Lordings.  Proposed riding manege.  After a short discussion Councillors agreed to support this application.

4653.	The Swan.  The landlord, Kevin Gillespie had again voiced his views on the wording the Parish Council had written in the ACV application to ABC during the Annual Parish Meeting held immediately before this one.  Councillors had also listened to comments made by the public during the public session of this meeting.  A discussion followed with no definite outcome.

4654.	To review the effectiveness of the system of financial internal control and the internal audit.  It was noted that the Financial Regulations had been reviewed and updated recently.  It is expected that David Chesson will carry out the Internal Audit this year.  All other aspects were deemed satisfactory.

4654.	Correspondence:
	a)  Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance – Request for donation of £350.  Agreed to give £250.00.
	b)  Notice of External Audit date: 30th June 2024.  Noted.
	c)   Wealden Community First Responders – Request for donation following a very successful CPR &
	      Defibrillator training given recently.  £100.00 agreed.
	
4655.	Payment Authorisation:  To reimburse the Clerk £88.89 for Ink Cartridge.  Agreed.

4646.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker:  The bin bags recently purchased from Glasdon split when opened. Clerk to report.
b)  Finance: 
i)   Monthly Transaction Statements:  Noted that Lloyds Bank Statement has yet to be received so that Reconciliation has not taken place.
ii)  End of Year Budget Statement and Receipts & Payments Account – In view of the above, defer to next meeting.
iii) Agree Reserves – Again, in view of above, defer to next meeting.
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c)   Planning:
	Decisions received: 
· PA/2024/0109  Stocksway – Single storey oak framed comprising a home office & study space.  Granted.
d)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report.
e)  Highways – Update given on the sinkhole on The Swan corner of Poplar Road.  Clerk had reported the broken storm gully grill on Poplar Road near the Triangle.  This has been marked for replacement.
f)  PROWs – Clerk reported on a useful meeting she had had with the KCC PROW officer.  We had looked at the grassed section of the bridleway where some drainage work has taken place by the owner of Yew Tree Farm.  The officer thought that it might be possible to resurface this part of the route as it is very waterlogged.  He explained the proposed route of the diversion round Rugden Barn to Cuckoo Cottage.  
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – The planning application for the extension is waiting validation at ABC.  Agreed to reimburse the Clerk for the planning fee which had to be paid by card.  Cllr Venning suggested that the Clerk has a credit card for this sort of use.  To be added to the next agenda.

4657.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting: The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council - 14th May 2024.
4658.	Items for Information:
	There were none.
	
The meeting closed at 22.24 hrs.


Appendix

The members of the public present discussed The Swan asking what having an ACV on it meant to the pub.  The Chairman explained that there is a requirement that the landlord informs ABC when the pub is being sold.  The Community is given 6 months to make a bid to buy it should it wish however there is no obligation on the landlord to accept any offer made.  This was explained to the landlord before the ACV application was sent to ABC but no concern was shown.  Councillors gave their views on the subject.  The Council was asked what the village could do to help the Swan prosper but there doesn’t appear to be an answer.





