CLAYDON WITH CLATTERCOTE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on
13t January 2026 at 7:30pm in Claydon Church Room

Present: ClIr Barnes; Cllr Denham; ClIr Knight
In Attendance: Lawrence Wootten (Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer)
Members of the public: 6

89.25 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received from ClIr Burns; Cllr Ferdani and Cllr Brant (District & County Councillor).

90.25 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS — None declared

91.25 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

(a) Salt bins need checking and topping up — Clerk to check with OCC Highways Dept, but it seemed that
only bulk orders of salt/grit had been made available.

(b) Overhanging branches on Manor Park were reported.

(c) Tree and fence leaning on lane in the village. This is possibly a private land owner’s issue.

(d) The hunt had been reported by a resident as “running riot” along the canal in December. Residents at
the meeting had not been aware of any recent problems. Cllr Denham may take up the offer of a tour
of the hunt’s facilities and take the opportunity to discuss the issue then.

(e) The replacement oak tree seedling was better planted later in the year.

(f) The importance of the Parish Council building a fund for play equipment replacement was pointed
out.

(g) The possibility of a March village litter pick had been suggested by a resident - see item 96.25 (I).

(h) It was suggested that representatives of the Poor’s Trust were invited to the Annual Parish Meeting.

92.25 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 11" November 2025
The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 11%" November 2025 were approved, signed by the Chairman
and will be added to the website by the Clerk.

ACTION FOR CLERK — add the approved minutes to the website.

93.25 UPDATE ON PROGRESS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
Clir Denham reported to Council on the Permitted Development Planning Application on Crossing Lane. He
had questioned a field entrance that had been created but not included on the Planning Application and
had raised the matter with District Council Planning Enforcement Officers but was told that this was
acceptable.

94.25 TO RECEIVE THE REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
None received.

95.25 TO RECEIVE THE REPORT FROM THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR
None received.
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96.25 TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON ITEMS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS AND AGREE ASSOCIATED EXPENDITURES
AND FURTHER ACTIONS

(a) Flooding around Church Lane
Clir Denham reported that the situation had improved, but no further communication had been
received from Oxfordshire County Council. The Parish Council would continue to monitor the
situation.

(b) Tree Survey Actions
Carried forward to next meeting.

(c) Emergency Plan
The Clerk had printed 150 copies of the Emergency Plan forms for distribution. Clirs Ferdani and
Barnes will now arrange for distribution throughout the parish. The Clerk had provided options for the
forms to be returned by email, post or for details to be given to the Clerk by phone.

| ACTION FOR CLLRS FERDANI & BARNES — arrange for distribution of Emergency Plan forms throughout the parish.

(d) Highway Issues
Repair work to the water main on Main Street was currently underway by Thames Water, meaning
that the road would be closed until 16" January.
The Clerk was instructed to chase-up OCC Highways Dept regarding installation of village verge gates.

| ACTION FOR CLERK — contact OCC regarding village verge gates.

(e) Installation of Picnic Tables and Benches
Clir Knight reported that work had begun on the installation of new benches in the village — the bases
for three benches had already been installed.

(f) Allotment Maintenance
The possibility of an HS2 grant to instal a water supply at the village allotments was discussed.

(g) Blue Brick Path Clearing and Cleaning
It was agreed that the Cllr Denham would take photos of the path to show the clearance work that
was necessary to obtain further quotes for the work. It was agreed that mechanical/manual weed
clearance was preferable to spraying with weed killers. Cllr Denham would obtain a quote from the
previous contractor who carried out the work and the Clerk would try to obtain quotes from other
contractors.

ACTION FOR CLLR DENHAM - take photos of the Blue Brick Path to enable further quotes to be obtained.

ACTION FOR CLERK — obtain further quotes for weed clearance and cleaning of the Blue Brick Path.

ACTION FOR CLLR DENHAM - obtain a quote from the contractor who last carried out the weed clearance and
cleaning work.

(h) Playing Field and Children’s Play Area
The Clerk would be carrying out a quarterly Operational Inspection of the Play Area as soon as the
weather improved.

| ACTION FOR CLERK — carry out a quarterly Operational Inspection of the play area once weather has improved.

(i) Playing Field and Playing Field Trust
The Clerk reported that the outstanding Financial Returns for the Playing Field Trust could now be
submitted to the Charity Commission thanks to a member of the public (former Councillor and Playing
Field Trustee) locating the missing 2022-2023 Financial Statement for the Trust.

| ACTION FOR CLERK — submit all outstanding Playing Field Trust financial returns.
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(j) Website
The Clerk had contacted Hugo Fox and requested a change to the font size being used for News ltems
on the website which had been causing confusion to users of the Parish Council’s website - reported at
the last meeting 77.25 (j). The font size had been changed within 24 hours of making the request.

(k) Tree Planting
It was reported by a volunteer resident that planting of the holly tree had been completed.

(I) Village Litter Pick
A member of the public had shown an interest in organising a Village Litter Pick. The Clerk explained
that the Parish Council was insured for such activities assuming a Risk Assessment had been carried
out and could obtain the necessary equipment from the District Council if necessary.

(m) HS2 Grants
No progress to report, but the possibility of using HS2 Grants to fund a water supply at the allotments
was discussed.

(n) Bird nesting boxes
Cllr Denham agreed to instal the bird nesting boxes before the nesting season begins.

| ACTION FOR CLLR DENHAM - instal bird nesting boxes.

97.25 FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

a) Financial Reports and Bank Reconciliations
Bank reconciliation at 31 December 2025 was presented and approved by council.
Account balances at 31 December 2025 were:

Lloyds Bank Community Account: £ 9.35
Lloyds Bank Commercial Instant Access Account: £ 42,441.65
Total: £ 42,451.00

b) Invoices for Payment — to approve invoices for payment
The following invoices were approved for payment:

A Hoggins - Poppy wreath for Remembrance Sunday (reimbursement) £ 20.00
Claydon Church Rooms — room hire £ 120.00
D Knight — Christmas Tree (reimbursement) £ 154.00
Clerk's salary November £ 244,95
Clerk's salary December £ 244,95
Clerk's salary January £ 244,95
HMRC PAYE owing - f 183.80
Parochial Church Council - brown bin subscription for burial ground/churchyard £ 98.00

(see item 99.25)

ACTION FOR CLERK/RFO/CLLR DENHAM/CLLR KNIGHT - set up electronic payments for the above.
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c) To approve payments made since the last meeting:

A list of Direct Debit payments made since the last meeting was noted and approved.
20/10/2025 | Lloyds Bank Service Charge £ 4.25
10/11/2025 | Hugo Fox (Go Cardless) Internet monthly subscription £11.99
10/11/2025 | Hugo Fox (Go Cardless) Email monthly subscription £11.99
18/11/2025 | Lloyds Bank Service Charge £ 4.25
08/12/2025 | Hugo Fox (Go Cardless) Internet monthly subscription £11.99
10/12/2025 | Hugo Fox (Go Cardless) Email monthly subscription £11.99
19/12/2025 | Lloyds Bank Service Charge £ 4.25

d) Receipts received since last meeting

09/10/2925 Lloyds Bank Interest received £22.18
09/10/2025 Lloyds Bank Interest received £ 19.15
10/11/2025 Lloyds Bank Interest received f 20.44
09/12/2025 Lloyds Bank Interest received £ 20.33
e) To update and sign the banking mandate for the Unity Trust accounts

f)

Forms were signed to add Cllrs Barnes and Denham to the Unity Trust banking mandate.

To approve the Parish Council’s budget for 2026-27
The Clerk presented a draft budget for 2026-27 of £14,162 to Council which was discussed, amended
and approved as £14,512. Clerk to post the approved budget on the website.

| ACTION FOR CLERK — post the approved budget on the website.

g)

h)

To agree the Parish Precept for 2026-2027

The Clerk suggested a Parish Precept for 2026-27 of £14,162 to match the originally-proposed budget.
Cllr Denham proposed that the Council would use some of its reserves to meet the 2026-2027 budget
and that a Parish Precept of £9,999 (compared with £10,702 in 2025-26) was sufficient — this was
approved by all.

To sign the Parish Precept Form for return to Cherwell DC

The Clerk explained that Cherwell DC had not provided a hard-copy form for signing/completion
because their submission system was completely online. It was agreed that the Clerk will make an
online submission to Cherwell District Council requesting a Parish Precept of £9,999 to be paid into the
Unity Trust Account.

| ACTION FOR CLERK — submit a 2026-27 Parish Precept request of £9,999 to Cherwell District Council.

i)

i)

To approve Power to Act by Clerk/RFO and Chairman during January and February
This was approved by all.

To “ringfence” the sum of £2950.27 transferred to the Parish Council from the Claydon Playing Field
Management Committee

It was agreed that this was not necessary as the sum of £3000 was already in the Council’s Allocated
Reserves for the purchase of new playground equipment and monies had already been spent on the
Playing Fields as part of on-going costs of mowing/maintenance/safety inspections etc.
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98.25 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The following Planning Decision was noted:
e Planning Decision Issued: 25/03181/AGN
Clattercote Priory Farm Lower Boddington Road Claydon OX17 1QB
Application for a steel open-sided portal frame 16.5m by 11m, with a plastic corrugated roof, to
cover an existing concrete pad
Decision: Prior Approval Not Required

99.25 COMMUNITY GRANTS
The Council approved a request from the Parochial Church Council of St James the Great, Claydon for a
Community Grant (reimbursement) of £98 for a garden waste recycling subscription for 2025/26 (Cherwell
District Council - two brown bins) for maintenance of the churchyard/burial ground which had already
been paid by the Parochial Church Council. It was agreed that this would be added to the list of approved
payments at this meeting.
It was further agreed that the Parish Council would pay directly for two garden waste recycling bins for
2026-27 and that the Clerk would action this.

ACTION FOR CLERK/RFO/CLLR DENHAM AND CLLR KNIGHT - set up payment to reimburse the Parochial Church
Council the sum of £98.

ACTION FOR CLERK — set up subscription for garden waste recycling for the churchyard/burial ground for 2026-27.

100.25 ALLOTMENT RENTS
It was agreed that annual allotment rents would remain at £5 per plot. Clerk to send out rental
agreements (if necessary) and invoices to allotment holders.

ACTION FOR CLERK — send out rental agreements (if necessary) and invoices to allotment holders.

101.25 PARISH COUNCIL’S DIARY OF MEETINGS FOR 2026
It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting would be held on Tuesday 3™ March 2026 at 7.00pm and
would be immediately followed by a Parish Council meeting. It was agreed that the Clerk would invite local
voluntary organisations to attend and make short presentations if they so wish.

Subsequent Parish Council meetings would generally be held on the 15t or 2" Tuesday in May, July,
September and November, unless extraordinary meetings were necessary.

ACTION FOR CLERK — publicise the Annual Parish Meeting and invite local voluntary organisations to attend and
make short presentations if they so wish.

102.25 COUNCILLOR AND CLERK TRAINING
a) To consider training courses currently offered and approve councillor and/or clerk attendance.
None requested.

b) To receive an update on councillor and/or clerk training received.
Nothing to report.

103.25 CORRESPONDENCE - To note correspondence received where decisions are not required.
e Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils — Monthly newsletter
e Cherwell District Council — Newsletter - Update to Parish Councils
e Letter of appointment received from Internal Auditor
e Oxfordshire County Council — Notification of closure of Main Street (Thames Water)
e Oxfordshire County Council — Notification of Mollington Road closure
e Letter of thanks received from Oxfordshire Driver Service for Community Grant
e Oxfordshire County Council — Community Emergency Planning
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104.25 ITEMS FOR INFORMATION OR NEXT AGENDA
105.25 DATE OF NEXT MEETING — Tuesday 3™ March 2026 at 7.30pm (to be preceded by APM at 7.00pm)

Meeting closed at 9.53pm

Signed ..o, Date
Councillor
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