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Minutes of the Extra-ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd August 2016 in the Village Hall
Present:  Cllrs Rivers (Chairman), Smith, Mrs S Mash, P Venning,  G Parkin, D Green, Borough Councillor M Burgess, 6 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
3393.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr N Thom, reason accepted.
3394.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii)  Request that Councillors or any other persons present declare if they intend to record any of the proceedings using any video or audio recording devices or camera.  None

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session. See appendix at the end of the Minutes.
3395.
To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 12th July 2016:  After some corrections the Minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record.

3396.
Matters Arising: 


a)  Proposed Cemetery Extension – Clerk reported that she had emailed the Mallets Land Agent to ask whether he knew of the reason for any hold up to action being taken by the Solicitors. He replied that there seemed to be a mix up somewhere along the line and would get the papers to the Solicitors on 15th July.  Unfortunately he is working all over the country at the moment so hasn't been able to do this as of 1st August.


b)  Mr Nicholas Hurst - The Clerk had spoken with Mr Hurst who will write to Mike Hill.

3397. 
Planning Applications: (previously circulated to Councillors)


16/01025/AS  Stafford Farm, Moons Green – Outline Planning Permission for change of use, conversion & extension of existing agricultural building to residential.  Cllrs had listened to comments made by the Applicant during the Public Session and had been able to ask questions.   After a full discussion it was agreed to unanimously support this application for the following reasons:- 1) It would free up a much needed council dwelling  2)  It would tidy up a rural area  3)  Rural enterprise   4) Contributes to current policy  5)  It is strongly supported by neighbours as letters indicate.

16/01036/AS  Kingsgate House, Kingsgate Lane – Replacement detached poolhouse & replacement swimming pool. After a short discussion Cllrs agreed to unanimously support this application on the condition that it is tied to the main house and for the following reasons:- 1) It is not overlooked by neighbours  2) the profile is reduced.
3398
To consider Ashford Borough Council's Local Plan to 2030 & the Sustainability Appraisal Environmental Report. Deferred from last meeting.  All Councillors had been given the opportunity to look into it in detail.  No sites in Wittersham have been put forward for inclusion. After a full discussion it was generally agreed that it would appear that only infilling may be allowed but there was little opportunity for this to happen. Clerk to draft a response then circulate to Councillors for their comments.
3399
To consider Mrs Miriam Lewis's request that the PC considers the level of information attached to planning decisions. It was agreed that bullet points be added to the Council's decision.  Cllr Smith brought Cllrs attention to the fact that when the Borough Council grants permission on a planning application and the Parish Council has objected to it there is no way that the decision can be reconsidered.  He suggested that when the delegated officer does not agree with the Parish Council's decision the officer should contact the Clerk for further clarification.
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3400.
To consider and agree to the purchase of a notice board to place in the Cemetery.  The Clerk explained that when visiting the Cemetery recently she had come upon a couple interring ashes in one of the graves.  She explained that the Parish Council had to be informed before this action could be taken and that there was a notice to complete and a fee to pay.  At present, there is nothing in the Cemetery that gives this, or any other information with regard to the Cemetery Rules and Regulations.  Clerk had emailed details of a small notice board, similar to the last one purchased for the top of Lloyds Green, to all Councillors.  It is made of man made timber and needs very little maintenance.  A notice board that takes 4 x A4 sheets with two posts is priced at £747.77 plus Vat.  Cllrs agreed that this should be purchased as soon as possible. 
3401.
Date of the next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  13th September 2016 at 7.30pm.
3402.
Items for information: 


a)  Cllr Smith updated the meeting on the shed being built behind the shop.


b)  Cllr Mash suggested that an article be sent for the next issue of Outlook on Oxney asking for names to be put forward for inclusion on the list to be considered for housing in the new Local Needs Housing which is due to be built at the back of Jubilee Field.


The meeting closed at 21.27hrs
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Planning Applications 
1)
Stafford Farm, Moons Green.  The applicants attended the meeting and were able to give background information to their application..

2)
Kingsgate House, Kingsgate Lane.  Neither applicant or consulted neighbour was present..

Other Matters
1)  Mrs Miriam Lewis spoke further on her request for more information to be given on our decision on planning applications. 
2)  Mrs Pat Homewood asked whether the Council was aware of fly tipping on the Village Green and that a tree had been drastically pruned on the land behind Woodland View.  The Clerk replied that she was aware of both and had taken the fly tipping up with ABC and the tree with Southern Housing.
