


THELBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of a Meeting of Thelbridge Parish held on 24th February 2026, 7.30pm, at Thelbridge Parish Hall.

Present:  In the Chair Cllr Linsey Clements 
Cllrs John Cowell,  Richard Grant, and Chris Keller
MDDC Cllr Polly Colthorpe   DCC Cllr Steve Keable  
Parish Clerk Malcolm Vallance
1) [bookmark: _Hlk200801015]The Chair welcomed those attending. 
The Clerk apologised that due to email issues he had been unable to circulate emails  and this was continuing,.
The matter was being pursued with the Server FASTHOSTS.

2) Apologies for Absence were received from Cllrs Boundy. Hayes,  and John Gibson.
3) Public Forum - No members of the Public were present.
4) Declarations of Interest - None
5) The Minutes of the Meeting held on  10th December 2025, which had been circulated ahead of the Meeting, were confirmed and Signed by the Chair as a true record.
Proposed Cllr Keller, Seconded Cllr Grant, and carried.

6) Matters arising
Planning Training – The MDDC training session had taken place. 
The suggestion for a Thelbridge Planning Training event, run by Angharad Williams (former head of Planning a MDDC)  was once again discussed,  with the suggestion to share this  with neighbouring Parish Councils.
It was agreed that the Clerk would when, contacting neighbouring parishes, ask whether they had any sessions planned with Angharad Williams ?
Or whether they would be interested in joining a session run by Thelbridge Parish Council and sharing costs ?

7) Replies
a) Hugo Fox had sent costs of  Hosting the Parish Council Website (See Item 12).

8) Correspondence
a) Mid Devon District Council had written with some updates :-
I. It was noted that the District Council were in the process of carrying out a Consultation on their Caravan site and mobile homes policy. 
MDDC Councillor P Colthorpe gave further information on this matter

II. Code of Conduct training  - The District Council had sent a copy of the slides used at this event. T
The Chair reminded everyone that Thelbridge Parish Council had already had a Code of Conduct Policy and the Clerk handed out copies of this document.	

III. Updates on LGR had also been received and this was being currently being discussed by both MDDC and DCC.

b) 	Dragon Wi-Fi  had sent details of a survey of Rural mobile phone coverage,
9) Planning  
25/01596/MFUL     Mount Pleasant Inn & Land at NGR 283630 113851 Nomansland Tiverton
Change of use of store, garage and dwelling to a butchery, shop and cafe to include the erection of a marquee and change of use of agricultural land to form a car park to serve the Mount Pleasant Inn to include electric vehicle charging points
Previous comments to stand - SUPPORT.

25/01103/FULL	“Cannington Farm” Witheridge
Change of use from agricultural use to B8 storage
Previous comments to stand - SUPPORT.

9) Reports
Devon County Council – Cllr Keable had circulated a report and this was noted.  
He went on to highlight the  following :- 
DCC council tax increase had been set at 4.99%.  Spending on highways maintenance would rise to £32.4 million in 2026/27 with an additional £4 million funding for drainage, gully clearance, ditching, vegetation management and preventative works.   There was an additional £15 million capital for preventative maintenance, resurfacing and patching and £0.5 million to strengthen highways inspection, quality assurance and communications.   A £10 million matched funding opportunity for town and parish councils was being developed. 
22,000 responses to the library consultation had been received and there was £425 million budget to support libraries including £225 million to restore and replace books.  
Cllr S Keable reminded everyone that DCC Highways could be contacted on 0345 155 1004 as well as reporting issues online.
Mid Devon District Council  - MDDC Cllr P Colthorpe  gave an update following MDDC Extraordinary meeting to agree next year’s budget.  The average parish council precept increase was 25% with MDDC share of the council tax increasing by 2.99% which represents on average £246.29 for a Band D property
Lords Meadow swimming pool now has  a mechanical assistant device to allow swimmers easier access to the pool






11) Payments

Mr M Vallance (Parish Clerk)   Salary to 31/03/2026 £382.50  (Net £306.10) 
Use of Home as Office ¼ £63.60, Expenses £26.38 Postage £6.96 ,
Edworthys AVG and Mouse £64.00. 0 Fasthosts (email hosting)  £21.24	£488.28
HMRC  (PAYE)								£76.40
Hugo Fox (Website Hosting) 2026/2027 (by Direct Debit)			£143.86

Payments confirmed Proposed Cllr L Clements, 2nd Cllr R Grant, and carried.

12) Review of Parish Council Website and use of Gov.uk email addresses.

The Parish Councillors currently was Served by :-

Emails -  FASTHOSTS currently £21.24 annually  
(Currently experiencing difficulties as explained at Minute 1)

Website – HUFOFOX currently £143.86 annually

It was agreed that the Clerk should make enquiries over other potential Servers for the Parish Council Emails, and Website.

Also, when contacting Neighbouring Parishes over Planning Training to ask for details of Servers, and costs, used by other Parish Councils

13) Councillors Forum to include items for the next Meeting – No items raised.

14) Date of next Meeting – 7.30pm, Thelbridge Parish Hall, 29th April 2026.

There being no other business the Chair closed the Meeting at 8.35pm. 
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